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INTRODUCTION 
WRESTLING’S 


BEST FROM 
COAST TO COAST 


OOKING OVER THE contents of 

this edition of Wrestling USA, lm 
struck by the caliber of the stars fea- 
tured in the various stories: Kerry 
Von Erich, Billy Jack, The Road 
Warriors, Dusty Rhodes, Hulk Ho- 
gan—and that’s only the beginning! 
This issue of Wrestling USA is jam- 
packed with action and excitement 
from cover to cover. 

Speaking of action and excitement, 
there probably isn’t any other tag team 
in professional wrestling that embodies 
those two qualities than The Road 
Warriors, managed by Precious Paul 
Ellering. On August 25 in Las Vegas, 
the Warriors defeated Crusher and 
Baron Von Raschke for the AWA 
World tag tag team belts. That match 
is examined in the story, “Awesome 
Destruction! The Road Warriors 
Power To Their First World Title!”’ 
(page 40), reprinted from the January 
1985 issue of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 

In addition, Ellering consented to 
write the “USA Update” feature for 
this issue, found on page 8, though he 
did not exactly keep to the subject at 
hand; the Warriors’ Las Vegas title vic- 
tory. Ellering’s grandiose verbosity is 
legendary, however, and whether he 
sticks to the subject or not, his com- 
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ments always make for interesting 
reading. 

The Warriors’ AWA World title vic- 
tory is not the only championship 
change highlighted this issue. Back on 
August 4, Mike Von Erich faced off 
against Gino Hernandez in the Dallas 
Sportatorium, with the American title 
on the line. The story printed in the 
December 1984 issue of The Wrestler 
explained how ‘Mike Von Erich 
Wins The World Class American 
Title: And His Father Fears For His 
Safety!” (page 34). It shows how 


sometimes the achievement of a cham- 
pionship victory can come with highly 
mixed emotions, not only from the 
winner himself, but from his entire 
family. 

As this issue goes to press, the in- 
credible “Starrcade ’84” Thanksgiving 
evening spectacular in Greensboro, 
North Carolina, is just a few weeks 
behind us. You already know that 
NWA World champion Rie Flair 
claimed the victory over Dusty 
Rhodes in the main event, but you 
may need to be reminded that Rhodes 
did score a victory over Flair last year 
on April 30 at Miami’s Orange Bowl. 
Though the NWA title was not on the 
line, that win did net Dusty $100,000 
in cash and a $25,000 jewel-encrusted 
ring. The match, the prizes, and the 
circumstances surrounding the event 
were examined in the November 1984 
issue of Inside Wrestling as we took a 
look at “Dusty Rhodes—Champion 
of Champions ... And Still The 
Lord Of The Ring” (page 52). De- 
spite the controversial decision at 
“Starrcade ’84,” it’s good to know that 
“The American Dream” is still an 
American success! 

Kerry Von Erich and Billy Jack 

(Continued on page 66) 
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& reaction which keeps up indefinitely Sweatband, too, Just wrap around your 
Fascinates, intrigues, mystifies & hyp head & tie. 100% cotton. Machina wash 
Any 2 for $5.50 
8804, Ninja Band $2.98 
8803. Rising Sun Band $2.98 
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POLICE Nose Blower | Bubble Gum Hata a Stop 
Any 3 Only 88¢ 
Smallest order ~ 3 items 
Any 4 - $3.25 (81¢ ea)| #5011 


HOW TO HYPNOTIZE 
Use hypnosis to stop bed habits, learn 
good ones; Easy-to-learn methods that you 
n instantly Use on yoursel! andetriends 
Leam how to iniprove every area of your 
life. reduce stress, eliminate pain, Written 
by certified hypromheraest, 291 pages 

~_1032, Self Hypnosis A 


notizes, Five hardened, polished steel balls 
suspended from steel frame Scijentitic 
plaything for all ages. About 5" high 

14743, Action Pendulum 4.98 
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Leather Fingerless Gloves 


fied water Watch then Solt & supple leather Velcro wrist strap #3044 A Venus 

grow, play, ete Easy fo care for Nothing ny 5 - $3.95 (79¢ ea) 

tlse to buy. With year’s supply of food HANDCUFFS iia Nd la dn eel Aes 25 Phony __ -|Any 6- $4.60(77¢ ea)| Fly a 
S} 


Frei 
pecapiete ine PLE sdadeu ltiscen escercoe tee 12512. Gloves - 413.98 Parking Tickets_| 7 or more, 75¢ each | TF8P 


AIR CAR HOVERCRAFT re SPY PEN RADI RADIOR Free 1985 Catalog» 
rel sclae A ge CAAT — 1800 Novelties 


World Famous catalog of novelties, pranks, jokes, cloth patches, hobpies, 
. scientific supplees, ftun-mokers, planes & boots, gadgets, time 
reategtt rn sgo8 : photo & optical goods, jewelry, disguises, music Htemmn, stamps, coins, 
B'x9"K2" high. 4" propeller. 45" control 8 Raal Working Radio Hidden in Pen Case! —— puzzles, fortune tellers. radios, bikes & accessories. telescopes, bariks, 
line trom push button remote contro! unit Simply préss switch and Fits Into Your Pocket Like Peni 1 office & artist supplies, engines, motors, sports, books, models, magic, much more 


this beauty rises and floats iy direct eaty, Mistrates friction 
jess mnation piincinhes ot tultaize paparirental erie puepay ‘use. | Hear SPORTS, MUSIC, LATEST NEWS AND EVENTS jn office 1D Yes—Send Me Your Catalog. | have enclosed 10¢ postage (Canadien 506), 
JOHNSON SMITH COMPANY 


Nota kit. Ready-to run except far 2 "'D"" batteries {not included) echoes Shps Nase Rees secrecy cet Tiny serphane 
Ls} a" 1) u at ari 1O im ere! stati 
1606, Hover Craft pox cress 40.98! ‘Torlenons EN eI ea oats padi Naat. Dept. 2801, 35075 Automation, Mt. Clamens, Mich. 48043 
ITEM HUMBER: 


Sleek cur of the future Uses principle of on, 
sir SUSpaNsON fo tide aN Cushion of alr me 
ove Most ony surface. Colortul plastic, 


in your area. dithough reception wilt vary from place to place. No ad i] 
dittonal eapense. NO BATTERIES NEEDED. Selt-powered solid stare 
VISION circuit. Germanium diode type radio (pulls in radio waves !1om ait) 
Ground wire included but not always necessary in most areas 
Compile: \dy-to-play pany back if not Aemanses 

Radio 


VENTRILOQUIST DUMMY 


Greatest illusion of the century! Apparently see bones thru skin, $2.98 
Laugh riot when people don’t know if they cen trust you! Amaze and y 
embarrass everyone! Requiar size glaanes with built-in optical flusion Exclusive 


Import Bargain 
Make Him Move, 
Act Life-Like, 
Seem to Talk, 
Sing, Laugh. 


3762. XRAY Specs Only $1.98 Per Pair 
GET CAMERA—$2.98 


> Guaiantéed To Take Pictures! Black & 
White ar Color! Uses standatd 
126 fim, Takes 12 wallet size 
or 3W NS" shots per car 
tidge Get developed any 
Where of develop yourself 


NO C.0.D. Send check or money ordar (which you can gat 
at post office, bank, drug store). Canedian & foreign 
orders must add $2.00 extra shipping/handling, Use any 
extra paper if needed. Money Back Guarantee 


TOTAL $ 
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Camera is only 2% "x4 Full Wength 7 64nch dummy, veith control td Operate mouth and move Print Name 
Weighs jess than doz Forsur | nead No practice neaded. ‘Talks’ at once Make funy sit, stand, 
prise. regular of Canto pic ever dance and act alive! Fully dressed in colorful talored suit 
tures, Heavy-duty plastic con | Molded plastic. natural finuh heed. Moveable arms and legs Address Apt © 
With eve level viewfinder | INCLUDED FREE: S)Miqute Lesson on How to Throw Your 
Single action stutter with Hers Voice (With or Without dummy) Fool Irends as voices seem to 
4900 Midget ny $2.98] come trom under bad, behing doors, etc Thy 
4902. Kodak Black/White 126 Cartricge 21.95 6156. Archie The Dummy .- --$2.98 
| $2. 98 4901. Kodak Color 126 Cartridge $2.95] 6075. Dumbo The Clawn. ----- $2.98 
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In each issue of Wrestling USA, “USA Update” 
will present the personal views of a wrestler 
regarding a story presented on him in this 
magazine. It is a rare opportunity to see 
another dimension of your favorite wrestlers, 
and to gain new insights into the most 
important news events in the sport 


By Paul Ellering 


[Editor’s note: Precious Paul Eller- 
ing manages The Road Warriors. 
A look at the Warriors’ AWA 
World tag team title victory over 
Crusher and Baron Von Raschke 
in Las Vegas begins on page 40.] 


N THE PAST, | have had little 
quarrel with the editors of this 
magazine regarding coverage of 
The Road Warriors. | must say 


that I’ve been pleased with their 
sensible recognition of Hawk and 
Animal as the most purely de- 
structive, sadistically indomitable, 
thoroughly peerless tag team in 
the sport of professional wrestling. 

A request was made that | look 
back on the Warriors’ obliteration 
of Crusher and Baron Von 


. Raschke August 25 in Las Vegas 


to win the AWA World tag team 


title. 

Yes, it was a great match. Yes, 
it was the Warriors’ first world tag 
team title victory. Yes, it stands as 
a red-letter day in professional 
wrestling history. 

But never—never!—ask me to 
look back. Precious Paul Ellering 
does not look back. The past is 
the past, and the achievements of 
the past must stand on their own 
authority. 

| look to the future, now and 
always. 

And when | look to the future, | 
see unbounded opportunity. | see 
innumerable choices. | see unpar- 
alleled success. 

The opportunity: To expand the 
Legion of Doom’s power base 
throughout the wrestling world. 
This is a slow process, but acqui- 
sition of blue-chip wrestling talent 
is akin to the construction of a 
viable stock portfolio. It takes time 
in order to achieve perfection. 
And | stand for nothing less than 
perfection, from myself and from 
the men | manage. | don’t need 
to remind you that Hawk and Ani- 
mal are destruction perfection 
personified. 

The choices: Which men shall 
be approached for membership in 
the Legion? Which pitiable pup- 
pies shall feel the wrath of Hawk 
and Animal? Which tag team titles 
are ripe for the plucking by the 
Warriors? How best to invest capi- 
tal so that the Legion may better 
profit? There are times when | 
feel like the proverbial child in the 
candy store. 

The success: unequaled. | 
shouldn't have to explain that the 
Warriors—and the Legion of 
Doom—are successful in every- 
thing we do. That is a given. The 
only variable comes with the deci- 
sion of what to do next. 

As for the Warriors’ victory over 
Crusher and Von Raschke, my 
only comment is this: That piece 
of awesome destruction is merely 
a foreshadowing of what is to 
come. O 


TRUTH OR LEGEND? 


FIND OUT FOR YOURSELF! 


How much longer must you wish for the solu- 
tion to your money problems when you might 
possibly solve them easily, quickly and beyond 
your wildest dreams by doing as so many true 
believers have been doing for centuries... rub 
the ample inviting belly of the Buddha for wealth 
and the fulfillment of all their fondest wishes. 
This is the news you've been hoping and pray- 
ing for; the possible chance of a lifetime. We 
want you to tell us yourself. . . with a bundle of 
money under each arm and with a happy smile 
on your face that this is a legend with some 
substance behind it. . . that the Buddha works 
and has done his job for you. So many people 
can’t be so wrong for so many years and we 
want to hear it from you. Give Buddha a rub 


Gold layered BUDDHA pendant 
with GENUINE JADE BELLY! 


Aside from its proclaimed won- 
drous powers, the Jade Buddha is 
itself a beautiful pendant any man 
or woman would be proud to wear 
and which would sell in any fine 
store for more than our low, afford- 
able $7 price. It comes with a moda- 
ern 18 inch neck chain. Is covered 
with gleaming yellow gold and in 
its jolly, rotund belly is a deep, rich 
green genuine jade. Not only is 
rubbing, the Buddha's belly con- 
sidered lucky and money-produc- 
ing but there's the double effect of 
rubbing jade, which, too, is a lucky 
gesture, according to the tradition- 
alists of many parts of the world. 


HOW DOES IT HAPPEN? 


and tell us you've hit the jackpot of life. 


It’s a mystery! 


Become a member of our Registery of Certified 
Money Winners and we'll add to your wealth! 


YOU don't risk a thing because we are as 
anxious for you to tell us of your new found 
fortune as you are to acquire it. And if we are 
wrong, we are the loser. Not you. You get 
your money back. Every cent! And fast! But 
we are so very confident Buddha will make 
you rich, here's an offer you'll like: Write a 
note to us after you've make your first found- 
money windfall and tell us so and if your story 
is believable and unique, we will register you 
among our list of Certified Money Winners 
and send you $50.00 cash. We love our happy 
successes and are anxious to hear from them. 


FREE GIFT FOR ALL 


We've got a bonus for all who order 
the Jade Buddha for you to keep 
whether you return your Buddha or 
not. We can only tell you that it is 
something you will treasure for its 
beauty and intrinsic value. But we 
cannot tell you what it is because we 
want you to order your Jade Buddha, 
not for the free gift but for what it can 
do for you in the way of bringing you 
_ joy, optimism, confidence and new- 
_ found happiness. Please mail the 
coupon now before you forget. We 
wouldn't want you to miss this pos- 
sibly one-in-a-lifetime chance. i 


When you join them you will hear from us 
again and again. . . to bring you glad tidings 
and special information and place you in 
Buddha's special Shrine of Honor. Who 
wouldn't be proud to be in the company of 
happy winners? We're delighted to send you 
your $50.00. 


YOUR LUCK IS ON HOLD! 


Send for your BUDDHA now! 


Luck can wait but not for long. They say 
opportunity knocks but once but they mean 
luck only smiles at you but once. Are you going 
to let it pass you by? When you need it most? 
When it is offered to you on a silver platter, 
so to Speak? Of course you want lots of money 
now. There’s no better time. As long as you 
rub the Buddha... and remember it’s a double- 
lucky rub because you rub the jade belly and 
jade is considered luck-bringing ...aslongas 
you rub the Buddha, you'll have this exciting 
opportunity to possibly become instantly rich 
and turning your condition around as only 
money can... scads of money ... more than 
you've ever known before. We can’t imagine 
anyone letting a chance like this go down the 
drain. Fill out the order coupon right now and 
get this super Jade Buddha on its way by 
return mail. 


Just rub the 


JADE 


and you’ve 
got it made! 


Give BUDDHA a 
chance to bring you 


risking a cent! 


Would you rather have luck in love? 
Health? Business? Career? Which? 


Sure there are lots of things better than money. But that’s what most 
people prefer. If however,-you'd rather have one of the other great 
assets of life, just tell your Buddha and ask for it when you rub the 
precious jade belly. And if you succeed, we hope you'll show your 
appreciation to us by letting us in on it. We'll be just as happy and still 
would like to consider registering you in our happy list and possibly 
sending you the $50 prize money. Sure! Money isn't everything. Hap- 
piness is. And we want it as muchas you do. Good luck and let's hear 
from you. We want to send you your Jade Buddha so order it now for 
quick delivery. 


Instant refund on 
your say-so! 


We want fo be the only one taking any kind of risk so we urge you fo overcome any hesi- 
lation you might have. .. andany excuse you might give yoursell for putting off ordering, 
You risk no money because we will retum everthing you sent us if you say to do'so. 


f 

' AMERICAN SUNRISE CORP., DEPT.32R 

1 P.O. BOX 788, DEERFIELD BEACH, FL 33441 

1 | want to rub my Jade Buddha for money and luck so 
y send me one for the $7 | am enclosing, plus 50¢ for 
1 postage and handling. | understand you will refund my 
‘ money at my say-so, No questions asked. 
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better than the fans. 


Because of this, we're now 


No one knows wrestling 


giving these experts a forum for their views 
month, we'll ask a controversial question 
answer—no matter what those answers might be! 


THE QUESTION: 
“What do you think was the most no- 
table event to take place in professional 
wrestling in 1984? 


THE ANSWERS: 
Tim Marsh, San Antonio, TX: “I 
might be prejudiced because I’m from 


Texas, and I was at Texas Stadium on 
May 6, but I have to say it was Kerry 
Von Erich defeating Ric Flair for the 
NWA World championship. It was a 
classic display of wrestling brilliance: I 
don’t think I will ever see a man wres- 
tle as well as Kerry Von Erich did that 
day. It was just a tremendous combi- 


Kerry Von Erich’s NWA World title victory over Ric Flair on May 6 could be considered the 
_ most notable event in wrestling in 1984. 
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and opinions. Each 
and have the fans 


nation of inspiration, dedication, prep- 
aration, and love.’ Every one of the 
43,000 fans at Texas Stadium that day 
were pulling for Kerry, and when he 
won, a celebration erupted that will 
never be forgotten. It had to be the 
most emotional day in the history of 
professional wrestling.” 


Thad Wilson, Miami: “I don’t think 
it’s been one day or one match. I think 
the most notable thing has been the 
development, of this strange cult Kevin 
Sullivan is the leader of. Professional 
wrestling has seen a lot of strange 
things in the past. We saw The Sheik 
throw fire and bring snakes into the 
ring. We saw George Steele and Pam- 
pero Firpo and a lot of other bizarre 
things, but nothing like Sullivan and 
his followers. They have to be the 
weirdest collection of people this sport 
has ever seen. I don’t think Florida 
wrestling will ever be the same.” 


Suzette. Resnick, Indianapolis: ‘Early 
in 1984, The Road Warriors were 
named the best tag team of 1983, and 
from there they just kept climbing. It 
was hard for anyone to believe that the 
Warriors could actually improve, but 
they’ve grown so much as a team in 
the last year that even those who dis- ~ 

(Continued on page 78) 
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Far Freie caafieil MAIL TODAY 

ow U.S. costs. New frontier PUT ADIN 
f ! 

AC ets WALLET AS 


— © and I'll tell you exactly how to turn it into big marenyt' Te OF BIG 


PROFITS 
AHEAD! 


How to start your own big profit 


MY PLAN STARTS YOU FAST...Shows you how to 
wna Buy Below Wholesale 
et MEN— te Spare Hours or Full Time into INCOME! 
at - DISCOVER PROFITS OF IMPORT! My Home Mail 
Order Import Business Plan guides your every step... 
it is based totally on my personal success. Shows how 
to deal direct and cut out costly middlemen. . .so you 
keep all the profits! I do the "hard work" for you. 
by traveling the world to find dazzling ''first time of- 
ich EASY. fered'' new imports. The actual sample I will send you 
a Free is typical of my import discoveries. You can pick 
and choose from more than 24,000 products. Deal in 
one product or 1000's. Buy below wholesale. 


geniscontrot.s9 -” YOU CAN START IMMEDIATELY. I arrange free 


ing my personal experience. Mail coupon 
oor moh atiess than te membership in exclusive International Traders organi- 


START WITH 24,221 BENCH DRILLS. Shows dveity of zation .. . instantly puts you in direct contact with 
PRODUCTS! top quality below wholesale, mport oppormun* suppliers abroad. I show how to operate anywhere. 
Man Vor canibay oneiat a Age no barrier. Ideal for spare time husband/wife or 
time or order in quantity. Ex- retirement business. My report, ''How to Import and 
Spiniey any peminy comers With Export" tells how to do it. No obligation. No salesman 
Saat iren tents will call. Certificate brings your free gift sample import 


hot shoe and carry case $13.00 
ppd or 12 for $7.41 ppd. Price 
AND TRUCKS nd ev i . 
vy Obes ean Isha ifs a erything else FREE CATALOGS! 


DOLLS 
Stuffed dolls, 
porcelain dolls, 
plastic dolls, even 
made - to - order 
dolls, 1,000's 
designs. 


LOCK BLADE KNIFE 
Spanos other models 


DIAMONDS AND sa ~y 
% Ee SAPPHIRES 
Low, low prices 


eS. from Bangkok 


B.L. MELLINGER, Famous World Trader, 
Internationally-known Mail Order Expert; 
President, Mellinger Co. "| started only a 
few years ago, part time, in my garage with 
less than $100. Today my business empire 
spans the globe. | will help you succeed Us- 


drops to only $5.80 in larger 
quantities. New government 


profits shipping to Africa As a Member of International 


states, Carribbean Islands, 5 sizes for cats/ Traders you also get free cata- 
England etc. dogs to 150 Ib. ‘ . 
load. Easy clean logs of specialty merchandise 
MINK COATS polyvinyl. Cash to order at rock-bottom prices 
Many styles GENUINE in fast offering from big U.S. Warehouse. 
below wholesale. to pet shops & 


ever. You deal direct my Inter- 
national Traders way. Cut out 
greedy U.S. specialty merchan- 
dise middlemen. Really deal 
direct. & 


\ 


3 ; . aie ne CORDLESS DRILL 
ruling makes thousands of im- $47 eal ade Sl to ne Superior quality PET CARRIERS Now! Quick Double Profits 
ports free of any duty whatso- + Form like new. MaKe giant a aw wholesale, COLLAPSIBLE 
ONLY 
if 


Products subject availability 
NECKLACE mart price fluctuation. , 


Shs Corjlade Ford for fcc 


78¢ 


SUNGLASSES 


Hundreds high fashion styles, 
Sell for big markup. 


ONE SAMPLE IMPORT - FREE 


B. L. Mellinger/The Mellinger Co. 

6100 Variel Ave., Dept. T1464 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367-3779 

Send FREE REPORT, “How to Import 
and Export’. . . also actual Free Sample 


EXERCISE MACHINE 
Buy below wholesale to 
cash in now on todays 
booming health craze mar- 
ket. 1.7. mambership gives 
you confidential sources. 


GRAND- 
FATHER 
CLOCKS 

Fr Old world 
workmanship 
from Italy & 
Germany. 


IMPORTANT! 

Your initials must ap- 
pear below to qualify 
for Free Sample Im- 


No keys. Can't be 
picked. For houses, 


= 35 mm CAMERA 


offices. Millions Em with hot shoe Import. Everything you send me is mine Sas ea of high 
ies Psst $5.80  MATATVING Case. iting lingerie to keep without obligation. Show me a i piles sup- 
1000's more dazzling products — Steteny uric how | can start a profitable home busi- J2'¥:' Nereby agree to 


limit my request to 


1 and black leather, ness of my own. 

you can buy DIRECT! From Midnight one, and one ONLY, 
Confidential information on these Lady, England. Free Sample Im P 
products is currently given to I.T. Buy below SEXY Name —____ Age —_ h P port. : 
members. Monthly reports change wholesale. FUN ave not previously — 
product offers to give you latest WEAR Address 


requested this Free 
sample. | am_ over 
18 years of age. 


Initial here 


money making discoveries. 


PERSONAL GUIDANCE! 


| believe In giving you my personal help! Regularly | meet 
.T. Members at regional closed door Seminars across the 
country. You will beinvited to these meetings. 


THE MELLINGER CO., 6100 Variel Ave., Dept. T1464 ~ a 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367-3779 & 


[The opinions expressed in 
“Bodyslams & Pinfalls” are those of 
Dan Shocket alone, and do not 
necessarily represent the opinions of 
anyone else on this magazine.] 


HESE ARE THE times that try 
men’s souls, not to mention 
their bloodpressure. Rarely have the 
world wrestling championships been 

owned by grapplers of less talent, 
with the exception of NWA king Ric 
Flair. The WWF, a bastion of 
mediocre commissioners’ pawns as 
titleholders, is never expected to be 
led by excellence. But the AWA, 
long the realm of Nick Bockwinkel, 
was once looked upon as an 
association of greatness. 

Not anymore. 

Today, unless something splendid 
occurs between the time this 
column is written and published, 
Rick Martel is AWA World 
champion. Rick Martel? |’ve always 
felt wrestling could take pride in the 
fact that it employed Martel. Society 
benefited by keeping this man off 
the streets. He would get a good 
salary for allowing real athletes to 
beat him up. The rest of us would be 
protected from him if he got a job 
where he might come in direct 
contact with us. The mind boggles at 
the thought of Martel attempting to 
be a chef and poisoning an entire 
community because of his 
incompetence. Generations yet 
unborn-owe wrestling a great debt 
for keeping Martel away from direct 
contact with the public. 
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When Rick Martel faced Jumbo Tsuruta for the AWA World title, he was wrestling a beaten 
champion—beaten by the prejudice and ignorance of the Midwest wrestling fans. Martel 
doesn’t deserve much credit for his victory. 


Under no stretch of the he’s rarely at his best. | defy anyone 
imagination, even into the nightmare to show me a videotape of a match 
realm, can Martel be conjured as a in which Martel distinguishes 
world champion, however. The man _ himself as a professional athlete. He 
is at best a pathetic pretty boy, and (Continued from page 76) 


STRONG ARMS, 


make all the difference! 
NEW 


Almost like a miracle — this latest 
Amazing Motionless Exercise discovery 
— MIKE MARVEL’S SCIENTIFIC ISO- 
METRICS — will give you fantastic 
strength with muscles of steel without 
Sweat or Strain! Powerful arms, magnif- 
icently-powerful chest, powerful shoul- 
ders, strong stomach muscles and legs 
that will seldom tire! No Apparatus or 
Exercisers-— your body is your own 
Gymnasium! This Secret System 
develops muscular strength 3 times 
faster than conventional methods! 


ORDER NOW! 
JUST 10 EASY MINUTES 


Scientific |sometrics is the modern mir- 
acle of stimulating muscles — takes 
just 10 minutes a day of easy exercises 
that will not tire you. No fong hours of 
boring exercises with weights or costly 
apparatus. Isometrics is the amazing 
discovery of West German scientists 
who found a new thrilling way to build 
powerful, strong muscles in 10 minutes 
a day. Each exercise is done for only 10 
seconds a day! Completely illustrated. 
MIKE MARVEL'S SCIENTIFIC ISOMET- 
RICS DEVELOPS EACH MUSCLE GROUP 


NOTHING 
ELSE TO 
BUY! 


— — MAIL NO-RISK TRIAL COUPON NOW! — —— 


Mike Marvel, Dept. 486, 160 Amherst Street 
East Orange, New Jersey, 07019 | 


0.K. Mike Marvel, enclosed is my $5.00. Send me your | 
entire Scientific Isometric Dynaflex System in one book 
| which includes a chapter on: “SECRETS OF ATTRACTING | 
GIRLS.” | must agree that the Dynaflex method has given | 
| me powerfully toned muscles, put full strength in my 


—FROM HEAD TO TOE 3 TIMES FASTER! | muscles, made me so strong that | can be proud to show | 
¥\%_ Back * my friends how strong | am. 
) 2. _| Andit must do this in 10 minutes a day—with nothing else | 
to buy—now or in the future. | get my $5.00 back—with 
EAD n>! | no questions asked upon return of the book, | 
ot Name | 
| Address 
| City State Zip 


— — — SOLD ON MONEY BACK GUARANTEE — — — 


SOLD Our low 
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®Fish scaler ®Hook 
remover @Scissors 
@Smail blade 
®Bottle Sed te 
screwdriverseKey 
Ny ring @Corkscrew 
eAwl @Reamer 
Nail file@Large 
blade®Wood saw 
@Can opener 
®inch/mm measure 
eWire stripper 


DEER CREEK PRODUCTS, INC., Dept. 52R 
P.O. Box 754, Pompano Beach, FL 33061 

Please send ___ Swiss Army style knives at $7.45 
for one; $13.50 for 2 and $6.50 for each additional 
one. | am adding $1,00 for postage and handling 
regardless of the number of knives | order. 


MONEY-BACK 
GUARANTEE 


Compare the number of useful blades. Compare the kind 
of elements contained in this multi-use wonder. You've 
seen knives with fewer than 1/3 the elements selling as 
high as twice the original pre-discount price. It's a special 
import, made by overseas craftsmen and brought to you 
at a price that represents a discount of at least 50%. It's 
truly the chance of a lifetime to own a treasure you'll 
cherish for a lifetime. Carry it in your pocket. Keep it in 
your workshop, your tackle box, your boat, your glove 
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compartment. H'll come in handy any number of times. Name — 
Buy more than one for yourself and for gift-givingforany ; Address 2 - 
occasion. The more you buy the more you save. But, take 

our tip and order now. Our supply won't last forever. City = 


“You can add 2-4 inches in 
10 weeks or less!” 


Says William A. Reldnas 
scenes 
The 
HEIGHT 
INCREASE 


"| have positive proof 
you can increase your 
height. Here are the 
indisputable facts. 
“For many years, Ssci- 
entists believed 
height increase was 
not possible affer the 
end of childhood. Re- 
cent factual data 
proves they were 
wrong. If athletes can 
increase the length of their limbs AFTER 
the age of puberty, you can certainly 
increase the length of your legs and 
complete torso and, you can do it scien- 
tifically, without artificial contraptions 
or possible injury by using The Height 
Increase Method! 

While it may not yet be acceptable sci- 
entific dogma, the research sources are 
well known and respected scientific 
journals. And what's more important, if 
you‘re not 100% satisfied that The 
Height Increase Method is living up to 
all of Reldnass claims, simply send it 
back for an immediate refund, no ques- 
tions asked. Isn't that fair? Order your 
copy right away. Do it now! 


Free 
Tablets 


Scientific research that 
has yet to be clinically 
evaluated has identified 
substances that may 
stimulate the pituitary 
5 gland to release a chem- 
ical known as Growth 
Hormone. A 30-day sup- 
ply of these all-natural 
nutrients is yours FREE 
oo when you order The 

| .¥ Height Increase Method. 
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The Height Report, Dept. HST505 
PO. Box 4228, Springdale, C1. 06907 


Gentlemen: Please RUSH me William A. Reldnas’s Height 
Increase Method which | may inspect al norisk for 30 doys 

plus my free supply of Growth+ tablets.1f | am not sotis 

tied for any reason, | moy return my order for a prompt re 

fund in full Lenclose my check or money order for $19, 95 
plus $1.75 p&h (Total, $21.70, N.Y & Ci residents add sales 
tax). Code #969F 


Mr Mrs 
Ms. Miss. 


Address 
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State 
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Visa | MC Exp date 


Account # 


Bank or Org, issuing card 


Canadian residents add 25%, and send to The Height Report 
Suite #207 PO Box 2213. Postal Stahon P Toronto. Ontano MFS 2T2 
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IKITA KOLOFF KNELT in 
front of a padded bench, his 
arms outstretched and his palms 
facing up. In each hand was a 40- 
pound dumbell. The sweat poured 
from his forehead as he curled his 
wrists toward the ceiling, and then 
back down. 
“Fourteen, 15, 16, 17...” He 
exhaled audibly after each count, 
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straining to complete 20 repeti- 
tions. As he attempted the 20th 
and final rep, the dumbell in his 
left hand slipped from his grasp. 

Ivan Koloff, Nikita’s uncle, 
stopped his count and began 
barking what seemed to be a rep- 


rimand. He spoke quickly and 


loudly in his native Russian, The 
two communicate only in Russian, 


and besides, Nikita’s English is 
poor at best. lvan’s raspy baritone 
echoed off the walls of the gym. 
Nikita sat there motionless, ac- 
cepting his punishment quietly. 

The elder Koloff would not re- 
veal what he said to his nephew. 
“Not for American ears,” he said. 
“Personal. None of — your 
business.” 

He returned to Nikita, whose 
forearm muscles bulged like Pop- 
eye’s. He took each arm sepa- 
rately and rolled them between 
his hands. ‘Soreness is buildup 
of lactic acid,” Ivan said. ‘“‘Mas- 
sage, heat, whirlpool will help.” 
He turned to his nephew and 
barked, “Squats.” 

lvan’s NWA World tag team 
partner, Don Kernodle, watched 
the training session from a stool 
in the corner of the gym. “He’s 
doing a lot of forearm work. The 
harder those forearms are, the 
more effective the cobra clutch is. 
That forearm presses right into 
the carotid artery.” 

Kernodle is Nikita’s manager of 
record, but he leaves the training 
to Uncle Ivan. “The Soviets are 
so far advanced in training meth- 
ods,” Kernodle said. “Their work- 
outs are so much more intense. 
That’s why you see Russians 
dominating the athletic world. If 
they had come to the Olympics, 
there’s no doubt that America 
would have suffered.” 

Nikita was one of the Russians 
who suffered because his country 
did not attend the 23rd Olympiad 
in Los Angeles. When the Soviet 
Union boycotted the Games, 
Nikita, who was entered in an 
unprecendented combination of 
events—wrestling, weightlifting, 


Nikita Koloff is one of the most impressive rookies to enter 
_ the pro ranks in years. The 6’2”, 275-pound nephew of Ivan 
Koloff has displayed awesome strength and a sound 
understanding of the sport’s basics. Experts speculate that 
this would-be Olympian can become one of the most 
dangerous competitors the sport has ever seen 
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and the hammer throw—had the 
choice of holding on to his ama- 
teur status for another four years 
until the 1988 Games, or becom- 
ing a professional wrestler. 

“Since he was a child in Rus- 
sia,” Kernodle explained, “he has 
been hearing about his uncle’s 
success in America. Ivan is a 
hero there because he is a repre- 
sentative of Russia’s superiority 
over the U.S. 

“Nikita told Ivan that since he 
began wresiling as an amateur, 
his dream was to come to Ameri- 
ca and wrestle with his uncle,” 
Kernodle continued. “He couldn’t 
wait until after 1988.” 

Turning pro, however, would 
mean that Koloff would have to 
give up his chance to attain the 
most unusual gold medal triple in 


Nikita Koloff, an intense and determined 
young man, defeats Vinny Valentino with a 
Russian backbreaker. 


Olympic history. ‘Nikita would 
have loved the challenge, but it 
just wasn’t possible,’ Kernodle 
said. “As soon as he made his 
decision, he contacted his uncle, 
and with my help, we got him to 
America.” 

The Soviet Union is not in the 
habit of letting its best athletes 
just leave the country. Just how 
Kernodle was able to bring Koloff 
to the United States is a mystery. 
“| have my connections,” was all 
he would say. 

Through his uncle’s interpreta- 
tion, Nikita expressed his immedi- 
ate goals. “It is very important to 
Nikita that he wins matches and 
eventually wins titles,” Ivan said. 


“But most important to him is to 
show the American people that 
Russia is superior to their country 
in every way.” 

In a recent bout against Vinnie 
Valentino (who gave away three 
inches in height and 50 pounds to 
Koloff) the Russian dominated the 
action from the opening bell. He 
attacked Valentino’s left arm and 
shoulder immediately, practically 
wrenching the arm from the rest 
of his body with armbars and 
hammerlocks. The pain weakened 
Valentino, who despite attempts 
to battle back could do nothing to 
improve his position. He was 
eventually forced to succumb to 
Koloff’s backbreaker. 

Other bouts have ended similar- 
ly. Opponent Gary Royal said that 
Koloff's hiptoss was enough to 
convince him that he was over- 
matched. “| thought | could at 
least retain some dignity and give 
it a good fight,’ Royal said, ‘but 
he wouldn’t even leave me that. 
This guy is brutal.” 

These preliminary matches, 
Kernodle said, are providing Koloff 
with invaluable experience, but 
they are also leading to a chal- 
lenge of Angelo Mosca Jr.’s Mid- 
Atlantic heavyweight title. “Mosca 
is the natural first title opponent 
for Nikita,’ Kernodle said. “In 
fact, | would push for the match 
sooner, but Nikita and lvan want 
to wait a little while. 

“| feel that Nikita could handle 
Mosca right now, but by nature 
the Russian people are perfection- 
ists. They don’t like to fail. So if it 
means a few more wrestlers get 
the crap beat out of them on the 
way to Nikita’s title match with 
Mosca, it really doesn’t matter 
much. The Russian people are 
also very perseverant. He'll win 
that title. He’ll get the job done.” 

On the other side of the gym, 
Nikita performed deep squats with 
a 450-pound barbell resting on his 
shoulders’ as his uncle counted 
the reps. “Yeah,” Kernodle said, 
“he'll get the job done.” O 
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Unnesticle 


Be sure to fill in the gaps in your collection of INSIDE 
WRESTLING, “The magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.’’ Get all the information you need to keep up 
on the pro wrestling scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 
sellouts—order today! 


FEBRUARY 1979 


July 1974/Stories include: Garea, Zbys- 
zko, Heenan, Strongbow. 

August 1974/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Sheik, Albano, Ladd. 

September 1974/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Graham, Brooks, Bruiser. 
November 1974/Stories include: Gar- 
vins, Mascaras, Sammartino, Graham. 
June 1975/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Abdullah, LeDuc, Brisco. 

August 1975/Stories include: Valentine, 
Garea, Rhodes, martino, 
September 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Funk, Valiants, Gagne. 

January 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Flair, Ladd, Putski. 

February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Strongbow, Lewin, Brazil. 

March 1976/Stories include: Ladd, 
Funk, Sheik, Robinson. 

April 1976/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Albano, Flair, Brisco. 

June 1976/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Bockwinkel, Flair, Mascaras, 

August 1976/Stories include: Funks, 
Mascaras, Sammartino, Putski. 
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September 1976/Stories include! An- 
dre, Funk, Hansen, Mascaras. 

October 1976/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Race, Johnson, Jones. 

November 1976/Stories include; Mas- 
caras, Wrestling Il, Funk, Sammartino. 
December 1976/Stories include: 
Stasiak, Rhodes, Bockwinkel, Orton. 
January 1977/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Brisco, Funk, Gagne. 

February 1977/Stories include; Andre, 
Funk, Sammartino, Gagne. 

May 1977/Stories include; Sammartino, 
Putski, Sheik, Race. 

August 1977/Stories include; Backlund, 
Graham, Mascaras, Lawler. 
September 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Mascaras, Brisco, 
October 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Mulligan. 
November 1977/Stories include: Gra- 
ham, Rhodes, Mascaras, Gagne. 
December 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Mascaras, Johnson, Maivia. 

February 1978/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre, Koloff, Johnson. 

March 1978/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Valentine, Backlund, Bockwinkel. 

April 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 
Graham, Steamboat, Bruiser. 

May 1978/Stories include: Race, Putski, 
Von Erich, Andre, 

August 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Andre, Hansen. 

October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Andre, Rhodes, McDaniel. 
November 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Backlund, Flair, Steamboat. 
December 1978/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Rhodes, Wrestling II, Bravo. * 
January 1979/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Mulligan, Rhodes, Backlund. 
February 1979/Stories include: Race, 
Sammartino, Steamboat, Ladd. 

April 1979/Stories include: Andre, Flair, 
Backlund, Jones. 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Heenan, 


MARCH 1984 


June 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, Su- 
perstar, Bockwinkel, Backlund. 

July 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Ladd, Valiant, Brower. 

August 1979/Stories include: Flair, Gar- 
vin, Race, Sammartino. 

September 1979/Stories include: 
Steamboat, Mascaras, Strongbow, 
Garvin. 

October 1979/Stories include; Rich, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Putski, 

November 1979/Stories include: Snuka, 
Heenan, Race, Backlund. 

February 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Snuka, Santana, Albano. 

March 1980/Stories include: Flair, Rich, 
Funk, Duncum. 

April 1980/Stories include: Hogan, Rich, 
Backlund, Mascaras. 

May 1980/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel. 

June 1980/Stories include: Putski, An- 
dre, Hernandez, Keirn. 

July 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Von 
Erich, Superstar, Blassie. 

August 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Wrestling Il, Baker, Koloff. 
September 1980/Stories include: Mas- - 
caras, Rhodes, Ladd, Iron Sheik. 
November 1980/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Koloff. 
January 1981/Stories include: Race, 
Snuka, Morales, Slater. 

February 1981/Stories include: Back- 
lund, DiBiase, Bravo, Anderson. 

April 1981/Stories include: Albano, 
Sammartino Jr., Race, McGraw. 

May 1981/Stories include; Iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana. 

June 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne. 

September 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog. 
January 1982/Stories include: Flair, Ho- 
gan, Race, Humperdink. 

February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 

March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 
lund, Idol, Spoiler. 


April 1982/Stories include: Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper, 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erith. € 
June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 

July 1982/Stories include; Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 

August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 
September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 
Piper, Lawler, Brody. 

October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 
February 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 

March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 

April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich. 

May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 
Sullivan, Steamboat. 

June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
vin, Rogers, Orton. 

July 1983/Stories include; Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 

August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. 
September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 

October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 
ll, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes. 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 
December 1983/Stories include; Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
January 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Rich, Superstar, Piper. 

February 1984/Stories include; Abdul- 
lah, Sawyers, Valiant, Von Erich. 

March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 

April 1984/Stories include; Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham. 

May 1984/Stories include; Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 

June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 

July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling Il. 

August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoiler. 
September 1984/Stories include; Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iron Sheik. 
October 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors, 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 
February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 
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mam BACK ISSUES OF mam 


Don't miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER. Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the world today. 
Supplies are limited. Don’t delay—order today! 


February 1975/Stories include: Andre, 
Strongbow, Brisco, Sheik, 

June 1975/Stories include: Andre, Mu- 
taco, Funk, Lawier. 

August 1975/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Patterson, Stasiak, Rivera. 
September 1975/Stories include: Val- 
iants, Humperdink, Sammartino, Lanza. 
November 1975/Stories include: Andre, 
Mascaras, Valentines, Tanaka, 
December 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, McDaniel, Blackjacks. 
January 1976/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Putski, Wrestling ll, Rhodes. 
February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Sammartino, Rhodes, Valentine. 

March 1976/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Andre, Putski, Lawler. 

June 1976/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Putski, Patera, Bruiser. 

July 1976/Stories include: Andre, Wres- 
tling II, Inoki, Von Erich. 

November 1976/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Valentine, Mosca. 
December 1976/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Mulligan, Brody, Funk. 

January 1977/Stories include: Brody, 
Andre, Wrestling |!, Mascaras. 
February 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
Martino, Jones, Funk, Von Raschke. 
April 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Funk, Flair, Bockwinkel. 

May 1977/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Valiants, Andersons, Sammartino. 

June 1977/Stories include: Patera, 
Putski, Hernandez, McDaniel. 

July 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Rocca, Mascaras. 

October 1977/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Sammantino, Flair, Snuka. 

November 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Slater, Mascaras, Snuka. 


March 1978/Stories include: Graham, 
Flair, Rich, Patera. 


MARCH 1979 


September 1978/Stories include; 
Rhodes, Grahams, Andre, Mascaras. 
October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Backlund, McDaniel, Race. 
November 1978/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre, Ladd, Graham. 

December 1978/Stories include: Brisco, 
Mulligan, Andre, Blanchard. 

February 1979/Stories include: Ladd, 
Flair, Idol, Heenan, 

March 1979/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Backlund, Rhodes, Maivia. 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Brody, Valiants, Race. 

July 1979/Stories include: Wrestling II, 
Backlund, Sammartino, Andre. 

August 1979/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Patera, Stevens, Superstar. 
September 1979/Stories include: 
Steamboat, Graham, Piper, Mascaras. 
October 1979/Stories include: Flair, Val- 
entine, Santana, Muraco. 

December 1979/Stories include: Andre, 
Graham, Rhodes, Mascaras. 
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June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Reed, Albano, Piper. 


July 1982/Stories include: Rich, Sawyer, 
Flair, Steamboat. 

August 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 
September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 
October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair. - 
December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 

January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Stories include; Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 

March 1983/Stories include: Piper, 
Reed, Valiant, Roberts. 

April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 

May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndortf- 

June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 

July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 

August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 

November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
January 1984/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors. 
February 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Hogan, Rich, Andre. 

March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 

April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 

July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 

August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 

September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 
January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 
February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 
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MAY 1983 


January 1980/Stories include: Race, 
Backlund, Snuka, Brisco. 


February 1980/Storjes include: Andre, 
Flair, DiBiase, Superstar. 

March 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Murdoch, Mulligan, Andre. 


April 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, 
DiBiase, Youngblood, Wrestling II. 


May 1980/Stories include: Andre, Mas- 
caras, Bockwinkel, Patera. 


June 1980/Stories include: Backlund, 
Abdullah, Brisco, Flair. 


August 1980/Stories include: Valentine, 
Zbyszko, Von Erich, Albano. 


September 1980/Stories include: Ladd, 
Patera, Steamboat, Gagne. 


October 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Rhodes, Wrestling II, Morales. 


November 1980/Stories include: Rich, 
Hogan, Snuka, Super Destroyers. 


January 1981/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich. 


February 1981/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Patera, Iron Sheik, Wrestling II. 


March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 
moans, Blassie, Wrestling lI. 


May 1981/Stories include; Backlund, 
Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs. 


June 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Piper, Rich, Martel. 


duly 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. 


August 1981/Stories include: DiBiase, 
Slaughter, Martel, Idol, 


October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 
Rhodes, Race, Sullivan. 


December 1981/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Steele, Race, Hogan. 


January 1982/Stories include: Rich, 
Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino. 


March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Albano, Flair, Race. 


April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 
strongs, Valentine, Santana. 


May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Von Erich, Graham, Rich. 
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I don’t really have to say nothing, 

‘cause this belt right here says it all. 

This is the happiest day of my life. 
—Wendi Richter 


Right here is the new champ, and a 
terrific symbol of the new woman. 
—Cyndi Lauper 


EW WOMAN INDEED, I don’t 

think I have to tell anyone who 
was at Madison Square Garden on 
July 23, or any of the millions who 
watched the match live on MTV, that 
Wendi Richter is not only the ‘‘symbol 
of the new woman,” she herself is a 
new woman. Wendi Richter .has 
changed, and the change is for the 
best. 

On July 23, Richter accomplished 
the incredible feat of ending The Fabu- 
lous Moolah’s 27-year reign as World 
Women’s champion. Despite the carni- 
val-like atmosphere that surrounded 
“The Brawl To Settle It All’? caused 
by the involvement of pop singer 
Cyndi Lauper and Capt. Lou Albano, 
it is Richter’s name that will enter the 
record books. It is Richter’s name that 
will be remembered by wrestling fans 
when Lauper’s singing career is long 
over. It is Richter’s name that will be 
remembered when the rubber bands 
wrapped around Capt. Lou Albano’s 
beard have long since snapped. 

After the bout, Richter said, ‘“‘It’s 
such a change to have everyone on my 
side. It just gave me so much energy.” 
She now realizes how many years she 
wasted thinking that breaking the rules 
would help her win. I remember last 
seeing Richter on December 28, 1982. 
Ironically, that night she had wrestled 
in a tag team match with Moolah. 
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BY LIZ HUNTER 


EN 


Wendi Richter, wearing the belt The Fabulous Moolah wore for the last 27 years, has her hand raised 
in victory as she receives congratulations from Cyndi Lauper and Lauper’s manager, Dave Wolff. 


Capt. Lou Albano just glares at Moolah. 

As “The Texas Cowgirl,” Richter 
depended primarily on _ rulebreaking 
tactics in a tag team match against Liz 
Chase and Princess Victoria. It seemed 
that Richter had no faith in her scien- 
tific skills. It was also noticeable that 
she was neglecting her training; her 
weight was up and her timing seemed 
to be slightly off. 

Some doubted that Lauper, who 
had no wrestling background whatso- 
ever, would have any effect on Rich- 
ter’s performance againt Moolah. 
What most experts didn’t understand, 
however, is that Richter had everything 
she needed to win the Women’s title, 


except inspiration. ‘‘I have trained. I 
have sweated. Cyndi gave me inspira- 
tion ... I owe a lot to her,” Wendi 
said. 

We saw what that faith and inspira- 
tion did for Richter during training ses- 
sions that were taped for television, 
and we saw the results of the intense 
training regimen when Richter came to 
the ring. She was slender. Her muscu- 
lature was defined. .Her movements 
were quick. Her power was evident, 
especially while executing ring-shaking 
suplexes and backbreakers two-thirds 
of the way through their battle. Rich- 

(Continued on page 72) 
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After walking the streets of New York City with Bugsy McGraw (above) for a day, Assistant 
Editor Joseph Bua came back a little bit confused. But he is sure of one fact: Bugsy is 


headed for Florida. 


T WAS THE summer of 1983 
when I first met Bugsy McGraw. 
My assignment was to do a feature on 
the tag team combination of McGraw 
and Jimmy Valiant. I remember listen- 
-ing to Valiant’s stories about their 
years together in New York City, and 
although I have lived in the New York- 
Metropolitan area all my life, I had 
not been to one of the places Valiant 
and McGraw talked about. 

I always said that the next time I got 
the chance to see either of. them in 
New York, I would have him take me 
around to their favorite haunts, a kind 
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of offbeat tour of the world’s most 
exciting city. 

I got my chance recently. I don’t 
know where he came from, but Bugsy 
called me from a pay phone. “‘I just 
flew in,” he said. “I’m down-in my 
old neighborhood.” 

Getting directions from him was go- 
ing to be an impossibility. Besides his 
usual—let’s say—confusion, he was 
excited about being back in his home 
town. I had him give me the name of 
a nearby store. “Wexler & Sporty, 
Inc.,” he said. “They sell outboard 
motors and stuff for boats.’’ I looked 


up Wexler & Sporty in the phone 
book, got the address, and headed out. 

I got down to Lafayette Street and 
waited outside the store for a few min- 
utes. By accident, I happened to look 
into the store’s front window. There 
was Bugsy, sitting in a rowboat wear- 
ing one of those day-gle orange 
rainhats. He was paddling at the air. 
When-I walked in, he looked up and 
said, “I’m in the Everglades and there 
are alligators all around me. I gotta get 
ready for Florida. You know I’m goin’ 
to Florida.” 

We got out of the store and started 
walking down toward Canal Street. 
“You see here, right here?” he said. 
“Tt was right here where I once ate a 
Snickers bar in-one bite. I swallowed it 
down like a vitamin. Well you know 
they say they have a lot of nutritional 
value.” A note here: I urge small, or 
big, children not to try this at home. 

“It’s great being back in New 
York,” he said. ‘‘Oh, I told you I was 
going to Florida, didn’t 1? Anyway, 
the last time I was here in New York 
was for the Brooklyn Bridge 100th an- 
niversary celebration. What a party! At 
first I thought it was a welcome home 
party for me, but then I realized that 
they decorated the bridge and not me. 
So I decorated myself, all red, white, 
and blue. Those are my favorite col- 
ors, you know,” 

Bugsy has always been very patriot- 
ic. As a child, he played bass drum in 
his high school marching band. ‘‘Every 
time I walk up the aisle to the ring,” 
he said, ‘I can still hear that bass 
drum. Boom, boom, boom, boom. 
And the. crash, crash, crash of the 
cymbals. And the ... and the ... 

(Continued on page 64) 


WRESTLING’S 


EAT 


SUBSCRIPTION 
DEAL 


THE FABULOUS TWINS ARE YOURS FOR 
THE NEXT TWELVE MONTHS... 
DELIVERED RIGHT TO YOUR DOOR 
AT NO EXTRA COST! 


YOU COMPARE THE WRESTLER and INSIDE 
WRESTLING WITH ANY OTHER WRESTLING 
THE wrestLeER © MAGAZINES ON THE MARKET AND THEN DECIDE 
(Published Boast WHICH IS THE BEST DEAL—WHICH GIVES YOU 

A roe ret rens THE MOST FOR YOUR MONEY. 


For the best coverage by far of the world’s most exciting sport, 
together with the kind of thrilling action and behind-the-scenes 
pictures which only our staff photographers can capture on film, 
you'll have to read each and every issue ef THE WRESTLER and 
INSIDE WRESTLING. So do yourself a great big favor and subscribe 
NOW! You'll be glad you did. 


24 SENSATIONAL 
ISSUES FOR ONLY *25 


INSIDE WRESTLING 
(Published Monthly) 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO: 

T.V. SPORTS [) Renewal () New Subscription 
Box 48 On new subscriptions, please allow up to eight 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 weeks’ before you receive your first magazine 


Please enter my subscription to both The Wrestler and Inside Wrestling. | will receive a total of 24 issues 
(12 of each magazine). | am enclosing $25.00 as payment in full. 


NAME 


ADDRESS APT. 


Chive Bae —— = ke Se ee ZIP 
(Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $30.00. U.S. FUNDS ONLY) 


Each month, 
The Wrestler will 
present a “Question and 
Answer” forum with an important 
figure in the wrestling world. It is your 
chance to meet wrestling’s biggest stars 

as they answer the questions uppermost in 
the fans’ minds 


: You know, Dory, a lot of people 


are asking the same question that 
I’m about to ask you: Why? Why 
did you slap Billy Jack the way 
you did, particularly when “he was 
right in the middle of compliment- 
ing you? 


: You call being called “‘second-best’’ 


a compliment? Where I come 
from, that’s an insult. I don’t settle 
for second-best in anything, Apter. 
That snot-nosed punk Billy Jack 
was insulting me, and I don’t take 
that kind of crap from anyone. 


: But it wasn’t an insult, he was... 
: And particularly 1 don’t like being 


called second-best to that fat slob 
Dusty Rhodes. If Billy Jack consid- 
ers Rhodes so much better than 
me, that doesn’t say a whole hell 
of a lot for me, now, does it? Hell 
no. 


: So you thought you’d slap some 


sense into Billy .Jack. 


: I just reacted out of instinct. 
: Was it also your instinct that told 


you to slip a foreign object to 
Black Bart when he was wrestling 
Billy Jack? 


: My instinct tells me to do a lot of 


things. 


: Now wait a second. I was at ring- 


side shooting photos of that match, 
and I recall Billy Jack grabbing 
Black Bart at the end of that 
match and demanding to know 
who gave him the object. And Bart 


or. we 
Le 
s eT 2 


22 


> O 


~ 0 , = ey 


Funk rams into Billy Jack, trying to drive him from the ring apron (above). The referee tries 
to step between the two enraged athletes (top right). Funk mounts Billy’s back and tries to 
loosen some teeth with his left arm (opposite page). 


DORY FUNK JR. 


ORY FUNK JR. has returned to the Florida wrestling scene following an 
absence of nearly three years. Funk, the most unpopular wrestler in Florida 
during most of his four-year reign as NWA World champion from 1969 through 
1973, is once again a hated man in the Sunshine State. All Funk had to do to regain ’ 
his previous status was become involved in an ugly feud with “The People’s 
Choice” Billy Jack. Billy Jack has always admired Funk. During a TV interview, he 
told Dory that next to Dusty Rhodes he admired him more than any other wrestler. 
Funk, taking exception to the comparison with “The American Dream,” slapped 
Billy in the face. The incident has sparked a bitter series of matches between the two 
men. Senior Editor Bill Apter spoke to Funk recently about the feud and other 
developments in his career. 


screamed: ‘Funk, Funk, Funk!” 


: Yeah, well, what do you expect? 


Billy Jack was manhandling him, 
and he’d say anything to escape a 
beating, right? 


: So you deny handing the object to 


Black Bart? 


: Not at all. I gave the object to 


Black Bart, and I'll give other ob- 
jects to other wrestlers in other 
matches until Billy Jack finally 
learns to keep his fool mouth shut. 


: Now wait a second... 
: No! You wait a second. This kid 


comes into Florida, starts getting 
all kinds of cheers from fans, all 
kinds of admiration from other 
wrestlers, all kinds of press cover- 
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age. Then he starts talking like he 
owns the place, making all kinds of 
value judgments about people. This 
kid is a snot-nosed rookie, and he’s 
got to learn respect for other peo- 
ple. I slapped him because he was 
showing me disrespect, and he 
shows disrespect to almost every- 
one he wrestles. I aim to whip 
some respect into this kid. 

: By slipping foreign objects to his 


A: 


Q: 


A: Jealous? Of what? I am a former 


opponents and using your bullwhip 
on him every chance he gets? 

By proving to him that there’s a 
hell of a lot more to the sport of 
wrestling than the cheers of the 
fans, a couple of cheap wins, and 
a lot of empty talk. 

Sounds like you’re jealous. 


NWA World heavyweight champi- 
on. I have proven time and again 


that I am a force to be reckoned 
with on the wrestling scene. And 
what has Billy Jack proven? That 
he can lose something like the Flor- 
ida heavyweight title to Superstar 
Billy Graham and not even bother 
to muster a moderately respectable 
challenge to regain that title? That 
he can win over the cheers of the 
fans and then disappoint them by 
losing that belt? 


Billy Jack does not intend to let Funk use his bullwhip against him 
(below). The former NWA champion applies a painful leglock on Billy 
(top). Billy has to be careful to keep his shoulders. off the canvas 


(opposite page). 
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: I don’t think that’s very fair. Billy 


Jack has proven his worth as a 
wrestler many times. He’s young, 
and he’s still got a long way to go 
in this sport, and he’s ... 


: But that’s exactly my point! He’s a 


young punk rookie with a long 
way to go. But he doesn’t think 
that, and that’s my job: to teach 
him that he does have a long way 
to go. 


: And you’ve achieved that goal in 


your series of matches with him? 


: I think my series of matches with 


Billy Jack has begun to make a 
point, yes. Because Billy Jack is 
beginning to learn. I’ve pinned him 
clean in several matches, and ... 


: Now it’s your turn to wait a sec- 


ond. I saw one of your matches 
with Billy Jack, and you used the 
ropes for. leverage to score a pin. 


: The referee scored a three-count 


pinfall. Period. If he didn’t see any 
feet on the ropes, then I have to 
abide by the referee’s decision and 
say that there weren’t any feet on 
the ropes. 


: Look, this is getting ridiculous. 
: I agree. Talk is useless, it’s action 


in the ring that counts. You just sit 
back and watch, because I’m going 
to be whipping some sense into 
that punk. He’ll learn to respect 
me, and he'll learn it the hard 
way. Oo 
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Every issue, reporters from 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
will participate in an incisive 
press conference with a top 
wrestling star. The questions 
will be demanding. And the 
answers will reveal the 
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For six years, from the beginning 
of 1978 to the end of 1983, the name 
of Bob Backlund was virtually synon- 
ymous with the WWF heavyweight 
title. 

On February 20, 1978, Backlund 
defeated Superstar Graham in New 
York’s Madison Square Garden for 


Bob Backlund drew much of the energy for his six-year WWF title reign from the fans. As Bob plans 
his return to active wrestling, he would like to hear from his fans again. 
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the WWF championship, defending 
the title successfully until December 
26, 1983, in Madison Square Garden, 
when The Iron Sheik won the 
championship. 

Backlund’s loss to the Sheik was 
controversial for two reasons: First, 
Sheik had attacked Backlund several 


days earlier, injuring his shoulder 
and making him easy prey for the 
camel clutch. Second, Arnold Skaa- 
land, Backlund’s manager, threw in 
the towel when Backlund was being 
held in the camel clutch, reportedly 
afraid for Backlund’s safety. Back- 
lund, however, claims that he could 
have withstood the pain of the hold 
and gone on to complete a success- 
ful title defense against the Sheik 
had Skaaland not intervened. 
_ Recently, Backlund appeared in an 
interview on a brand-new wrestling 
television program, Pro Wrestling 
USA, aired in the New York area. 
The program is unique because it 
features top stars from both the 
NWA and AWA, And while Backlund 
didn’t wrestle on any of the pro- 
gram’s first four installments, there 
are hopes that he will return to 
steady competition sometime soon. 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated Senior 
Editor Bill Apter spoke with Back- 
lund about that controversial title 
loss, the recent changes in his wres- 
tling career, and his plans for the 
immediate future. 


“4 felt that I didn’t lose the [WWE] championship . . . They 
can take the belt away from me, but they can’t take the 
title away. Anybody that’s ever lost the title since the 
WWF has started has lost by a pin or submission.” 


BILL APTER: First of all, Bob, why did 
you. leave the World Wrestling 
Federation? 

BOB BACKLUND: Because | was told 
that what I do is not worth doing. 
APTER: Could you elaborate on that? 
BACKLUND: Well, | was told two 
things. | was told the things | do aren’t 
worth doing, and | was told my mor- 
als were too high. And | wasn’t going 
to change my morals for anybody. I’m 
gonna keep my morals high. | like 
making a good living, but my morals 
and my standards are more important 
than making X-amount of dollars. 
APTER: Let's discuss the match in 
which you lost the WWF title to The 
Iron Sheik. You have recently stated 
that since you were not pinned and 
did not submit on your own that the 
title was unfairly taken from you. 
BACKLUND: Well, | felt that | didn’t 
lose the championship, I felt that I lost 
the belt. They can take the belt away 
from me, but they can’t take the title 
away. You have to be pinned or you 
have to submit, and that’s been the 
rule in professional wrestling as long 
as I’ve been in it. Anybody that’s ever 


The Iron Sheik used various holds to weaken 
Backlund’s back before applying the camel 
clutch and taking the victory and the WWF title. 
lost the title since the WWE has start- 
ed has lost by a pin or submission. If | 
got beat one-two-three, or if | gave up 
in the middle of the ring, I’d have 
said, ‘Okay, I’m gonna go home, I’m 
gonna start training harder, I’m gonna 
try to figure out what mistake Iemade.’ 
But that didn’t happen. | still feel like | 
have the title. | just don’t have ‘the 
belt. ‘ 


APTER: Do you blame your manager 
of the time, Arnold Skaaland, for 
having the match stopped? 
BACKLUND: Well, he threw the towel 
in. He felt that the match should stop. 
But that’s not the way | felt. 
APTER: Could you have continued? 
BACKLUND: Well, we'll never know 
that. I’ve always been able to get out 
of holds one way or another. That 
question will never be answered. But 
the one thing that kind of puzzles me 
is, you know, that could have been a 
towel from anybody. How did they 
know Arnold Skaaland threw the tow- 
el in? Around the ring in Madison 
Square Garden there’s probably 15 
people that have Bob Backlund towels. 
APTER: So you never saw Arnold 
Skaaland throw the towel in? 
BACKLUND: No, no. But | wasn’t 
really thinking about that. Out of the 
corner of my eye | could see a towel 
coming in. But geez, there’s no way | 
wanted the match to stop. There’s no 
way that | was gonna give up. | was 
gonna fight and try to get out of it. 
APTER: That’s history right now. The 
next step was that you wanted a re- 
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match with The Iron Sheik, of 
course, and you were told ... what? 
BACKLUND: | never wrestled The 
Iron Sheik, | never got to wrestle him. 
I had an injury, and they told me that 
I was injured too bad. But | wrestled 
the Saturday before and the day after. 
APTER: The day after you lost the 
title? 

BACKLUND: Yes. They only took me 
out of the one match. 

APTER: Who was your opponent af- 
ter The Iron Sheik? 

BACKLUND: I\'m not sure, I’d have to 
look in my book, but I had to wait till 
February 4 before | took some time 
off. And. that was January 23 when 
they took me out of that match. 
APTER: Now why did they take you 
out of that match? What did they tell 
you? 

BACKLUND: They said because of my 
injury. And | said, ‘Well, take me out 
of all the other matches and leave me 
in that one,’ because that was the 
most important match of my career at 
the time. 

APTER: Did you feel you would have 
been 100 percent for that rematch 
had it taken place? 

BACKLUND: There was still some 
soreness in my arm, but not enough to 
warrant taking me out of the match. 
APTER: You were confident you 
could have beaten the Sheik? 
BACKLUND: | was confident that he 
was not gonna beat me, and | was 
gonna either get a chance to wrestle 
him again or beat him that night. 
APTER: At that time, Hulk Hogan 
came to the WWF and you started 
to team with him in various arenas. 
You've never wrestled much in tag 
team matches. What was your feel- 
ing toward this situation? 
BACKLUND: | didn’t really care to be 
in that situation. | was talked into it. 
And | didn’t realize what they were 
gonna do by taking me out of the 
match. | don’t know if this was 
,planned ahead or not, by taking me 
out of the match and putting him in. 
APTER: What did you feel when 
Hulk Hogan got the shot as opposed 
to someone like Jimmy Snuka or 
Ivan Putski, two men who had been 
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Backlund bodyslams Superstar Graham during his WWF title-winning effort on February 20, 1978, at 


Madison Square Garden. Over the next six years, Backlund would defend his title against some of the 


toughest men in the sport’s history. 


in the area for such a long time? 
BACKLUND: See, | wouldn’t have 
wanted anybody—I wouldn't have 
wanted Snuka, | wouldn’t have wanted 
Putski, | wouldn’t have wanted my 
own brother to take my place in that 
match. But there’s a lot of people that 
have been in the WWF for a lot of 
years, and it seems like the guy that 
comes in and is in the WWF for two 
weeks doesn’t deserve a shot as much 
as a guy who's proved himself for the 
last, say, five years or three years or 
even 10 years. 

APTER: During the latter part of your 
six-year championship reign, you re- 
ceived a lot of criticism about wres- 
tling only rulebreakers. How did that 
criticism affect you? 

BACKLUND: Well, once again even if 
it’s me, if it’s anybody that has the 
belt, he doesn’t pick the people he 
wrestles; the federation picks the peo- 
ple. And | never said, ‘Hey | wanna 
wrestle this guy, | never wrestle this 
guy.’ [WWF promoter] Vince McMa- 
hon Sr. picked my opponents for me. 
APTER: Now a lot of the fans have 


said, for example, that when Jimmy 
Snuka had changed his ways, Bob 
Backlund never gave him a title shot. 
Did you want to wrestle him after 
you had those three spectacular 
matches with him at Madison 
Square Garden? 

BACKLUND: | would have wrestled 
anybody. It was not up to me. It was 
up to the WWF and it was up to 
Vince McMahon Sr. I never ever said | 
wanted to wrestle this man. They 
picked it for me. And if they had 
scheduled me with whoever it would 
be, Jimmy Snuka, Ivan Putski, The Iron 
Sheik ... no matter who it was, that’s 
who I wrestled. 

APTER: Let's discuss the three major 
titleholders right now, and your 
opinion on all three men. First of all 
Ric Flair, the NWA champion, whom 
you have wrestled. Your opinion of 
him as a champion. 

BACKLUND: You know, he’s ‘a good 
wrestler, he stays in good shape, he’s 
really colorful, but he does some 
things that I really don’t appreciate in 
the ring, But you've gotta respect the 


guy, he keeps coming back, he works 
hard, and he’s' a hard guy to beat. 
APTER: How about Rick Martel, the 
AWA champion? 

BACKLUND: Rick Martel has got a lot 
of spirit, a lot of energy, and a lot of 
drive. He hasn’t had the title that long, 
but | think he’s gonna be a wonderful 


champion, and be a good representa-. 


tive for our profession. | enjoy watch- 
ing him wrestle. You know, that’s 
wrestling. Wrestling isn’t pulling hair 
and pulling trunks, it’s trying to com- 
pete with somebody, trying to take 
him off his feet, trying to get him on 
his back, trying to make him submit. 
That’s what wrestling is all about. 
APTER: And finally, of course, Hulk 
Hogan. 

BACKLUND: Well, now, there’s a con- 
troversy there whether you're saying 
he has the title or whether you say he 
has the belt. I feel like | still have the 
title, because | didn’t submit and | 
didn’t give up. He has the belt right 
now. 

APTER: Let's discuss him as a wres- 
tler then. 

BACKLUND: He’s a professional wres- 
tler, and I’ve gotta respect everybody 
in professional wrestling, because it 
takes a lot of hard work and determi- 
nation, and the people really like him. 
I technically look at his matches and | 
guess the people could do the same 
thing, and you don’t see him do too 
many wrestling maneuvers. That's 
what | look at to see if somebody is a 
great scientific wrestler. But I can’t put 
him down, he’s successful in what he 
does. 

APTER: Let's discuss, now, the future 
for Bob Backlund. First of all, how 
did you get involved with the new 
Pro Wrestling USA _ television 
program? 

BACKLUND: They approached me 
and asked me if | wanted to come and 
wrestle for them, and | told them no 
at first. 

APTER: What were you doing at this 
point? 

BACKLUND: | had gotten a job. | fig- 
ured | wasn’t going to wrestle any- 
more, | was working some in construc- 
tion, | was gonna get a job in 


Berane 


ee 


oe ol 
= 


—— 


ali ela yom ee 


Sel 
<p | 


Backlund’s three matches with Jimmy Snuka at oe eae Garden (above) are wrestling’s 
equivalent to Muhammad Ali's three fights with Joe Frazier. After Snuka became a fan favorite, the 
WWE would not give him another chance at the title. Backlund wrestled Ric Flair at The Omni in a 


title-unification bout (below), but the match ended in a no-contest. 


coaching, maybe at the college or high 
school level, in wrestling. | wasn’t go- 
ing to lower my standards or lower 
my morals or do things that | wasn’t 
proud of. | want my friends out there 
and | want my wife and my daughter 
to be proud to say that they’re a 
friend of Bob Backlund’s, not to be 
ashamed of it. And these [Pro Wres- 
tling USA] people talked to me, and 
they convinced me that I wouldn't 
have to change my ways if | came and 
wrestled for them. And and | said, ‘I'll 
come and I'll do my best for you.’ 
APTER: What are your immediate 
plans? 

BACKLUND: I'm gonna be making 
some trips overseas, and I’m gonna be 
continuing doing the stuff with the 


‘kids, and I’m gonna be wrestling with 


Pro Wrestling USA. 

APTER: Are you looking for a shot at 

the NWA and AWA titles, which are 
(Continued on page 74) 
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WRESTLING 84: | think the first thing 
we should talk about, Kevin, is this cur- 
rent situation with Mike Davis. Now here 
is a man who... 

SULLIVAN: There is no Mike Davis, 
there is only The American Dream, 
Dusty Rhodes. The Dream lives in the 
power of the dark side that has given 
him body and breath and the key to 
victory. | now control ‘The American 
Dream. Dusty Rhodes has come to ac- 
cept the way of life that will provide him 
with victory and riches. 

WRESTLING 84: But the man that all 
the fans know as Dusty Rhodes ... 
SULLIVAN: Is the man that has come 
to accept the dark side. There was an- 
other, in the beforetime, who attempted 
to deceive the world by calling himself 
“Dusty Rhodes.” That man is, in reality, 
Virgil Riley Runnels, a man of little skill 
and lesser physique. A man of impotent 
power. A man who has mistakenly em- 
braced the false hopes and dreams of a 
false reality that can never have a basis 
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KEVIN SULLIVAN 


Kevin Sullivan was born in Boston, Massachusetts, and began wrestling at the age of 10. He wrestled on his high 
school team, and later on the collegiate level when he attended Boston University. During his eight years as an amateur 
wrestler, Sullivan won six YMCA regional titles. In college, Sullivan was Boston Schools Champion on two occasions. He 

graduated from B.U.'in 1971 with a degree in business management. 


Sullivan turned pro shortly after his graduation, and his vast amateur experience enabled him to quickly capture a se- 
ries of regional titles: the Gulf Coast championship, the Southern tag team title (with Len Rossi), and the Tennessee tag 
team title (with Whitey Cadwell). But it was Sullivan's late-1971 arrival in Florida that brought him his first national acclaim. 


Upon his arrival in Florida, Sullivan began working out with Mike Graham. On January 2, 1972, the team of Sullivan and 
Graham captured the Florida tag team title. Sullivan and Graham lost that title to The Samoans on June 1, 1973, when 
Eddie Graham substituted for his injured son and The Samoans viciously double-teamed Sullivan. 


In the years that followed, Sullivan devoted himself to gym training. By 1981, Sullivan was widely recognized as having 
one of the best physiques in all of professional wrestling. 


But 1981 was a dark turning point in Sullivan's career. No one knows exactly what happened, but as the year drew to 
an end, he experienced a marked deterioration in his physique. Sullivan’s once-fabled musculature gave way to ever-in- 
creasing layers of flesh. He seemed to have other things on his mind besides working out in the gym. 
Then, the bombshell: Late in 1982, Sullivan informed the wrestling world that he had become a worshiper of Satan. 
Wrestling fans and pros alike recoiled in horror as Sullivan’s activities, both in and out of the ring, became progressively 
more bizarre. Sullivan recruited various individuals for his satanic cult: First Jake Roberts, followed by The Purple Haze, 
Reverend Black, Molokai, and Kharma. At various other times in the past year, Hacksaw Duggan, Buzz Sawyer, and Su- 
perstar Graham have all fallen under Sullivan’s spell. 


Sullivan's cult currently includes the following individuals: Angel Dust (now known as Fallen Angel), Lock, Aug, The 
Chairman of the Board, and a decidedly changed Mike Davis, who is now being called ‘‘Dusty Rhodes—The American 


Dream” by Sullivan. 


Wrestling 84’s Craig Peters spoke with Sullivan following a recent card of wrestling in Tampa, Florida. 


“I've probably interviewed Sullivan more times since his conversion to Satan worship than any other journalist," Peters 
said. “| suppose it was appropriate that this interview took place at about midnight. It seems that Sullivan gets stranger 
and weirder with each passing day. And while many fans may be disgusted by Sullivan's philosophies, they can't deny his 
success—Sullivan continues to be the most dominant force on the Florida wrestling scene today.” 


in the world of tomorrow. 
WRESTLING 84: So what you're saying 
is that there never was a Dusty 
Rhodes? 

SULLIVAN: There was only Virgil Riley 
Runnels, and an illusion, a corporeal mi- 
rage that deceived the wrestling fans of 
the world. But now that illusion has be- 
come a reality, and Dusty Rhodes lives 
and breathes with the power of the dark 
side fueling his every move. The same 
power that enables me to maintain my 
control over Florida wrestling and the 
future of wrestling also will enable Dusty 
Rhodes to take the reality of himself 
today and eradicate the illusory sham of 
yesterday. The American Dream is 
dead. Long live The American Dream, 
WRESTLING 84: When you talk about 
the power of the dark side, you are 
referring to your involvement in devil 
worship. 

SULLIVAN: | am a Satanist, yes. 
WRESTLING 84: Why? At one point in 
your career you offered such promise to 


the wrestling world. You had a physique 
that was second to none, and an ama- 
teur background that attested to your 
formidable skills in the ring ... 
SULLIVAN: All in the beforetime. 
WRESTLING 84: Now you paint your 
face, shave an “'X” in the hair on your 
chest, allow snakes to slither all over 
your body when you enter the ring, and 
lead a group of individuals in Florida 
that could only be termed a cult. You 
are criticized and despised because of 
your beliefs, and you have become an 
outcast in the world of wrestling. Why? 
Couldn't you have achieved success in 
wrestling by relying on your natural abili- 
ties instead of embracing supernatural 
beliefs? 

SULLIVAN: | have discussed my philos- 
ophies often with you, and yet you con- 
tinue to refuse to accept that there is a 
greater reality here than you perceive. 
You lack an understanding of the es- 
sential limitations and imperfections in 
the illusions of everyday belief. Only by 


achieving an understanding of the pow- 
er and permanence, of the manifest 
destiny of the dark side, can you under- 
stand the reasoning of the embrace- 
ment thereof. | can simplify matters for 
you by quoting Johann Wolfgang Von 
Goethe, author of Faust, who wrote, 
“You have the devil underrated;/I can- 
not yet persuaded be,/A fellow who is all 
behated/Must something be!” An outsid- 
er cannot be expected to understand 
why | do what | do, how | do what | do, 
or how the power of darkness infuses 
me with the capabilities for victory. 
WRESTLING 84: Why do you always 
have to cloak your answers in double- 
talk and rhetoric? Why can’t you explain 
yourself clearly and simply? 
SULLIVAN: | already speak in the sim- 
plest of possible terms. | explain myself 
as Clearly as you and your readers are 
capable of understanding me. There is 
a certain level of complexity to my be- 
liefs that is irreducible. 

WRESTLING 84: Obviously that com- 
plexity is not lost on the members of 
your cult. 

SULLIVAN: | do not accept the manner 
in which you use that word. Strictly 
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“Interview 84" was conducted with Kevin Sullivan at midnight, the hour when “The Prince of Darkness” 
does his best thinking. Sullivan is joined above by Fallen Angel and one of his boa constrictors. 


speaking, | am involved in a cult, for if 
you look to the dictionary you will find 
that a cult is simply a system of reli- 
gious worship, a sense of devotion to 
any given thing. But your use of the 
word implies elements of brainwashing 
and mind control, aspects of my rela- 
tionship with my people that simply do 
not exist. 

WRESTLING 84: What word would you 
use, then, if not cult. 

SULLIVAN: | do not see the need to 
label myself and my companions. If you 
feel compelled to apply a label to me 
and to those around me, call us 
Abughdadiens. 

WRESTLING 84: Abughdadiens? 
SULLIVAN: There is a sacred fount of 
knowledge within Abughdadien that sup- 
ports the reality of the dark side just as 
a spine supports an individual’s body. It 
is Abughdadien who exists in the antag- 
onism of the conflict of light and dark, of 
white and black, of lesser and greater, 
of thesis and antithesis. 

WRESTLING 84: Abughdadien is your 
Spiritual leader? 


SULLIVAN: Abughdadien is as a single 
talon in the left claw of Bael, the great- 
est king of below. Precisely 66 legions 
obey the commands of Bael, and 
Avughdadien commands the sixth of 
the 66. It is Abughdadien who provides 
me with the betel nut to chew. It is 
Abughdadien who proffers a glimpse of 
the reality that has come and that has 
already been assimilated into today’s 
ever-changing timeset. In my consulta- 
tions with Abughdadien, and with the 
Oracles of Abughdadien in the Tem- 
ple of Abughdadien, | have come to 
know the power of the dark side and 
the serenity that comes with that power. 
WRESTLING 84: So you call yourselves 
Abughdadiens? 

SULLIVAN: We call _ ourselves 
practicioners of reality. We call our- 
selves the bringers of the tomorrow. We 
call ourselves victors in every contest 
with which we become involved. If you’ 
choose to call us Abughdadiens, that is 
your term, not mine. 

WRESTLING 84: Now your .. . group of 
individuals, let's say, are comprised of 


yourself ... 

SULLIVAN: The power of Abughdadien 
is manifested through myself, Fallen An- 
gel, Lock, Aug, the Chairman of the 
Board, and Dusty Rhodes. 
WRESTLING 84: Mike Davis. 
SULLIVAN: The American Dream. 
WRESTLING 84: Well, we discussed 
Mike ... er, Dusty Rhodes earlier. Who 
are all these other individuals? Who is 
Fallen Angel? 

SULLIVAN: The identities of these indi- 
viduals, of Fallen Angel, Aug, Lock, and 
the Chairman of the Board, are as their 
names. No more and no less. They are 
my attendants, corporeal focal points for 
the will of Abughdadien and the power 
of Satan. Together we form a network 
of impenetrability that the likes of mere 
mortals such as Virgil Riley Runnels or, 
Blackjack Mulligan can never hope to 
subvert. 

WRESTLING 84: Don't you ever worry 
that your beliefs in Satanism will influ» 
ence impressionable young wrestling 
fans? 

SULLIVAN: | have little concern for the 
impressions that others receive. | am 
not about to alter my own personal phi- 
losophies because there may be others 
who cringe in the face of the truth that 
darkness has to offer. 

WRESTLING 84: But young fans who 
look to you and ... 

SULLIVAN: Young people in this world 
today are exposed to a great many be- 
liefs and ideologys. | am simply another 
type of belief that they are exposed to. | 
do not make any attempts to convert 
anyone, nor do | engage in any brain- 
washing techniques as some have sug- 
gested. | simply believe what | believe, | 
act as | act, and | succeed like no other 
man in professional wrestling succeeds. 
Others view my success and make the 
wise decision of accompanying me on 
my journey through truth. Others feel 
they must erect a wall in the path of 
truth, and it is those people who are 
ultimately doomed in this world. | do not 
want to convert anyone. Those who 
come in contact with the darkness and 
perceive the truth that exists, they are 
free to join. Those who do not perceive 
the truth will face the inevitable. 


WRESTLING 84: So you're claiming , 


that all these people who have been 
associated with you have done so of 
their own volition? 

SULLIVAN: | claim nothing. | simply 
speak the truth. 

WRESTLING 84: So how do you ex- 
plain the fact that prior to Mike Davis’ 
appearance as your so-called “Dusty 
Rhodes,” you were seen at ringside 
during many of his matches hypnotizing 


“4 Was Like Something Had Taken Control Of Him!” 


“Like anyone else whois ridinghigh, _ 
who is enjoying a successful championship 
title reign, | thought we were the best team 
inthe sport, An unbeatable combination. 
Funny thing is, we were!” 

Those were the words of Mike Graham 
during a recent interview regarding his for- 
mer tag team partner and friend, Kevin 
Sullivan. Graham and Sullivan held the 
Florida tag team championship back in 
1972 and 1973—over a decade before Sul- 
livan became involved in Satanism. 

“Kevin was young and ambitious,” Gra- 
ham said, “and so was |, We worked out in 
the gym together. Not only did we spar 
with wrestling moves, but we worked out 
on the weights, | really wasn’t into the 

- weight training so much, but Kevin was. 
Kevin Sullivan: early 1981 He really pushed me to work. By about 
1980 or so it had become something of an obsession with him.” 

Kevin's obsession soon pushed him far enough to be able to claim the best phy- 
sique in all of wrestling. His musculature was a remarkable sight. 

“Everyone in Florida was proud of Kevin,” Graham said, “We all just kind of sat 
back in astonishment at what he had achieved with his physique. It was a great 
thing to watch: Kevin's physique, coupled with his amateur experience, plus his al- 
ready considerable professional experience—the sky was the limit for him! 

‘And then everything just kind of fell apart,’ Graham continued. “Sometime in 
1981, Sullivan just . . . | don’t know, it was like something had taken control of him! 
He forgot about working out in the gym, he began to lose his physique, and then he 
disappeared for, what, | think it was about a month or so. 

“When he came back to Florida he was a completely changed man. He puta 
bounty out on Barry Windham, he started gaining a lot of weight, and he began 
painting his face. That’s when he started talking all this Satanism nonsense. 

“It's really a shame. Kevin Sullivan could have had it all. He had the wrestling 
world in the palm of his hand at one time, Now all he’s got is the hatred of millions 
of wrestling fans who despise his every move ... . and at this point, | think he can't 
do anything to change himself. He's too far gone. He'll never be able to turn back 


now.” 


him, placing him under some sort of a 
satanic spell? 

SULLIVAN: Any reasoning individual 
who studies the subject of hypnosis will 
realize that there is no such thing as 
hypnosis in the manner in which you 
speak. It simply does not exist. As | said 
earlier, | do not strive to dominate the 
wills of others, | do not engage in mind 
control, nor do | practice the art of brain- 
washing. | do not throw toadstools and 
frogs’ legs into a boiling cauldron. 
Those are ignorant perceptions of a re- 
ality that does not exist. 

WRESTLING 84: But what about your 
appearance at ringside during Davis’ 
matches? 

SULLIVAN: There is no Mike Davis. 
Your questions are beginning to tire me. 
This interview is over as far as | am 
concerned. 

WRESTLING 84; Wait ... 
question? 


one more 


—Craig Peters 


SULLIVAN: As you wish. Only one. 
WRESTLING 84: What are your plans 
for the immediate future? 

SULLIVAN: The future? | am the chron- 
icler of the future, the essence of a new 
reality that has yet to be, but which 
grows out of the alterations of today. 
The future is as pliable as clay, and 
Abughdadien is the sculptor of tomor- 
row. And when the tomorrowtime is 
nigh, | shall be atop the throne of reali- 
ty, laughing at those who have been 
submerged by the undertow of the 
sweeping changes that are inevitable. 
Blackjack Mulligan will be swept away. 
Virgil Riley Runnels will be swept away. 
Scott McGhee will be swept away. Billy 
Jaok will be swept away. Mike Graham 
will be swept away. And in their place 
will exist’a new reality, the reality of 
darkness and power. The reality of Bael 
and Abughdadien. The reality of Kevin 
Sullivan. Oo 
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Mike Von Erich Wins The 
World Class American Title: 


AND HIS FATHER 
FEARS FOR 
HIS SAFETY! 


It’s been a big year for Mike Von Erich. The World Class 
rookie sensation has risen to the top of the wrestling world, 
following admirably in the grand tradition of Von Erich 
excellence. Fritz Von Erich is proud of his son’s 
achievements. But Mike’s latest success—defeating Gino 
Hernandez for the American title—also has his father 


very worried 


IKE VON ERICH’S face wears 
two distinct expressions these 
days as he enters the ring. 

Climbing ‘through the ring ropes 
with the World Class American heavy- 
weight belt strapped around his waist, 
Mike often bears a wide smile on his 


face. He is happy to have captured the 
American title from Gino Hernandez, 
and he is happy to be receiving the 
cheers of the World Class wrestling 
fans. 

But one has got to question whether 
he is truly happy holding that Ameri- 
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Above: Before Hernandez can leap from the 
turnbuckles, Von Erich grabs him and 
throws him to the mat. Right: Young Mike 
grabs Gorgeous Gino in a sleeperhold, 
can title. 

A close look at Mike’s face reveals 
that there is a large element of worry 
behind that smile. You don’t have to 
go far to discern the reasons for that 
worry—Mike Von Erich is a rookie 
wrestler faced with the greatest chal- 
lenge of his life: defending his first 
major title. 

“It kind of scares me sometimes,”’ 
Mike told The Wrestler in a recent 
interview. “A lot of success has come 
to me in a relatively short period of 
time. I’m really trying hard to keep a 
cool head and a proper perspective on 
the whole thing. 

“Tt’s also strange to be in the posi- 
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tion of defending a title instead of 
challenging for one,’’ Mike continued. 
“T’ve been in that position before, but 
it had to do with the World Class six- 
man tag team title. In that case, I had 
my brothers along with me—we all 
kind of relied on each other. But now 
it’s just me alone, and that’s a very 
different situation.” 

When speaking with Mike, one 
doesn’t get the impression that he’s ac- 
tually afraid. It’s more of an impres- 
sion that he’s struggling to become ac- 
customed to a new sensation. 

But when speaking with Mike’s fa- 
ther, Fritz Von Erich, one gets the im- 
pression that he is truly fearful for his 


It could be due to the 
natural protective instincts of a father 


son’s safety. 


for his son ... or it could be due to 
the wisdom that comes with decades of 
experience in the wrestling ring. 

“ve been keeping a close eye on 
Mike,” Fritz said, ‘‘and I’ve got to say 
that I’m so proud of him, it’s almost 
unbelievable. My: boy has come along 
so far in the past year, he’s been so 
successful so quickly.” 

We asked Fritz if he too has noticed 
the double-edged emotion in Mike’s 
face these days. 

“Yes, I have, and I hesitate to say 
it’s because he’s not happy. I think 

(Continued on page 60) 


The Race Is On 


KERRY VON ERICH & BILLY JACK 


WHICH WILL DOMINATE 


WRESTLING IN THE 80s? 


S 1985 APPROACHES, all 

eyes in the wrestling world 
are focused on two men: Kerry 
Von Erich and Billy Jack. 

Both men have awesome phys- 
ical attributes, formidable abilities, 
and tremendous natural charisma. 
Both men have met with remark- 


able success already in_ their 
young Careers. 

Kerry Von Erich made interna- 
tional headlines in 1984 when he 
defeated Ric Flair for the NWA 
World heavyweight title. Although 
he held the title less than three 
weeks, Kerry made an impression 


on the wrestling world that will 
never be forgotten. Since his May 
1978 pro debut, Kerry has held 
every major title in the World 
Class Texas area—most of them 
several times over! And as 1984 
draws to a close, the wrestling 
world is looking to him to regain 


Kerry Von Erich is known as “The Modern-Day Warrior.” Billy Jack is 
known as “The People’s Choice.’’ They are two of the most well- 
conditioned, charismatic, and successful athletes in the entire wrestling 
world, Each man has the potential to define wrestling in the 1980s. 
Which one will eventually succeed? 
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If one man is to become synonymous with the sport of wrestling in the ’80s, most likely it 


will be either Kerry Von Erich or Billy Jack. Kerry applies an abdominal stretch on Black 


Bart (above left) and Billy fistdrops Superstar Graham (above right). 


the World title he held with such 
distinction for an all-too-short peri- 
od of time. 

In two years, Billy Jack has 
gone further in the sport of profes- 
sional wrestling than almost any 
man has in that short a span of 
time. His pro debut took place in 
the Pacific Northwest, an area he 
would come to dominate in a very 
sHort time. Billy quickly won the 
Pacific Northwest tag team title 
(with Stan Stasiak), and later de- 
feated The Dynamite Kid for the 
PNW heavyweight championship. 
In early 1984, Billy arrived in Flori- 
da and quickly captured the 
hearts of millions of wrestling fans 
there and across the country. 
Thus far he has held the Florida 
heavyweight title, and has ap- 
peared in the Georgia and Mid- 
Atlantic areas. His potential for 
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success in the future. is 
unimaginable. 

When one looks at a picture of 
Kerry Von Erich and Billy Jack 
together, one thought becomes in- 
stantly apparent: This is truly the 
very best that professional wres- 
tling has to offer. And to read 
what these two men have to say 
about each other makes one won- 
der whether they haven’t formed 
a mutual admiration society! 

Kerry Von Erich: “Billy Jack is 
one of the most remarkable ath- 
letes | have ever come across. He 
spends an astounding amount of 
time in the gym, is truly dedicated 
to maintaining his body, and most 
important of all, he knows how 
use his power and strength in the 
ring. The more experience he 
gains, the more formidable an op- 
ponent he will become.” 


Billy Jack: ‘‘| was so happy to 
meet Kerry Von Erich when he 
came to Florida with the NWA 
World title. When | was in the Pa- 
cific Northwest, | followed his ca- 
reer closely through the wrestling 
magazines. | admire his dedica- 
tion to physical training, and to his 
sense of constantly improving) 
himself. | was incredibly happy for 
him when he won the World title. 
He really deserved it.” 

Today, Kerry Von Erich and Bil- 
ly Jack are friends. Kerry wrestles 
primarily in Texas, while Billy pre- 
fers to remain in Florida most of 
the time. But both men are on a 
similar path. 

“There’s a remarkable tenden- 
cy, in any sport, to choose one 
man to embody the ideals and 
excellence of that sport for any 
given decade,’’ says noted wres- 


tling analyst and television com- 
mentator Gordon Solie. “A good 
example would be Muhammad 
Ali, who transcended the require- 
ments of his particular sport and 
defined the decade of the 1960s, 
as far as boxing is concerned. 
“You see, it’s a unique thing to 
be able to rise above the excel- 
lence of one’s peers and be rec- 
ognized as more than simply a 
superb practicioner of one’s 
sport,” Solie continued. “There 
has to be a sense of embodying 
not only one’s sport, but the entire 
culture of the times as well. A 
man who, as | said with Ali not 
only becomes the greatest name 
in that sport, but is unique in that 
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he becomes known to people who 


are not fans of the sport.” 

The last time such a thing hap- 
pened in professional wrestling 
would be with Bruno Sammartino. 
Bruno was not only one of the 
greatest wrestlers the sport has 
ever seen, he was an ambassa- 
dor for wrestling. He was so loved 
by the fans, so popular, so per- 
sonable, that he transcended his 
sport to become something big- 
ger. In the 1960s and ’70s, Bruno 
and professional wrestling were 
one and the same, and there 
were millions of people who knew 
that who never saw a wrestling 
match! 

“Both Billy Jack and Kerry Von 


Billy Jack lifts Ric Flair over his head (left) and slams Kendo 
Nagasaki to the mat (below). Von Erich applies the clawhold on 
Graham during one of his NWA title defenses in Florida (bottom 


Erich have the rare potential ‘to 
transcend wrestling in the 1980s,”’ 
Solie said. “Each man has a mar- 
velous number of gifts: strength, 
power, natural talent, and honest 
charisma. That’s a rare combina- 
tion in any sport, and Kerry and 
Billy are two very lucky men.” 

Solie believes there are other 
men in wrestling who have the 
same potential for success in the 
ring, but there are none that can 
mean as much to the growth of 
the sport as Von Erich and Billy 
Jack. 

“These are two very remark- 
able men,” Solie concluded, “‘and 
professional wrestling is lucky to 
be able to call them. our own!’ 7) 
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THE ROAD WARRIORS 
POWER TO THEIR 
FIRST WORLD TITLE 


When The Road Warriors entered the AWA in early August, 
Paul Ellering predicted that they would win the AWA World 
tag team title by Labor Day. Hawk and Animal fulfilled their 
manager's expectations with time to spare. In the process 
_ they overwhelmed former champs Baron Von Raschke and 
___ Crusher, and wrote a new page in tag team wrestling history 
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Photos by Linda Platt 


Warrior Hawk clamps his muscular arm around Baron Von Raschke’s chin (top left). Crusher tries to 
pry a reluctant Warrior Animal off the ropes (above right). Referee Eldin Rich orders the Warriors to 


allow Von Raschke out of their corner (below). 
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UGUST 24, 1984: While many 

of Chicago’s three million in- 
habitants readied themselves for a 
Friday night out on the town, The 
Road Warriors were in the gym 
lifting weights. 

“C’mon, you gerbil-faced geek, 
push! Push! Push!” 

Road Warrior Hawk’s gravelly 
voice reverberated through the 
weight room of a midtown Chica- 
go gym that, if not for the 
Warriors’s presence, would have 
been closed, But Precious Paul El- 
lering’s influence—and a few dol- 


lars to the gym’s manager—was 
persuasive enough to keep the 
gym open into the night. 

“You ugly mother, push harder! 
Go! Do it!” 

Road Warrior Animal was sitting 
in a piece of gym equipment de- 
signed for military presses—an ex- 
ercise where one sits down and 
grasps two handles slightly above 
and behind the head, then pushes 
against those handles until the 
arms are completely extended. It 
is a very, very difficult and strenu- 
ous exercise. 


“Let’s go, you wimp! You think 
200 pounds is much? C’mon, scuz! 
Push!” 

At Hawk’s insistence; Animal 
fought back the pain that was 
coursing through his limbs and, 
his face wrenched with pain and 
dripping with sweat, he complet- 
ed the final extension of his third 
set of 20 presses. 

‘IT knew you could do it. 
Hahaha! Great! I’d like to see that 
skinny wimp Von Raschke or that 
old fogey Crusher do one set of 20 
with 100 pounds! We'll pulverize 
‘em tomorrow night in Vegas!” 

Hawk slapped his tag team part- 
ner on the back. Animal breathed 
heavily but was pleased with what 
he had just achieved. “Pulverize?” 
Animal said with a laugh. “Easiest 
thing in the world.” 

In one corner of the gym, Pre- 
cious Paul Ellering looked up from 
the day’s edition of The Wall 
Street Journal and smiled. 


KK 


August 25, 1984: The Showboat 
Sports Pavilion in Las Vegas, Neva- 
da, is jam-packed with fans of 
AWA wrestling. They have just 
witnessed an exciting undercard 
of action that included such top 
names as Tony Atlas, Bruiser 
Brody, Steve Regal, Larry Zbyszko, 
and others.. They are now awaiting 
the spectacular main event: 
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Ellering, ‘at ingsi 


Ji 2 


le, looks like an orchestra conductor as Hawk drops an elbow on Von Raschke’s 


head (above). Hawk attempts a pin, but Von Raschke is able to kick out (below). Later, Animal 


would gain a questionable pin over the Baron. 


The Road Wariors vs. Baron 
Von Raschke and The Crusher for 
the AWA World tag team title. 

Anticipation fills the air as the 
ring introductions are made. The 
fans are sitting on the edges of 
their seats. They’re waiting for the 
action to begin. 

They don’t have to wait long. 

Before the timekeeper can ring 
the bell to signal the opening of 
the match, the Warriors have 
charged into action. The ring is a 
huge blur of action as a four-man 
battle royal is underway. But soon 
referee Eldin Rich has taken con- 
trol and sent one member of each 
at out of the ring. 


The next few minutes are a tacti- 
cal nightmare for Crusher and Von 
Raschke. Hawk and Animal sadisti- 
cally double-team Von Raschke, 
keeping him in their own comer 
and refusing to allow him to tag off 
with Crusher. Within minutes, Von 
Raschke is exhausted by the pow- 
er and fury of the Wariors. 

Finally, Von Raschke manages 
to tag off to Crusher, who, being 
fresh, manages to weaken Animal 
to an extent. Another tag off a 
minute or so later, and a refreshed 
Von Raschke charges into the ring 
and captures Animal in a perfectly 
applied clawhold. 

It is about six minutes into the 


match as the fans in the Showboat 
cheer wildly, anticipating Von 
Raschke ready to claim victory. 
Feeling the effects of the claw, An- 
imal begins slumping to the can- 
vas. Hawk climbs into the ring to 
help his partner, but Crusher runs 
in as well and knocks him to the 
mat. ’ 

Seconds later, Precious Paul El- 
lering climbs onto the ring apron. 
As Crusher moves over to hit El- 
lering, referee Rich tums his back 
on the action to send Crusher 
back to his own comer. At that 
moment, Hawk, who has by then 
recovered from Crusher’s blow, 
climbs the ropes and hits Von 
Raschke with a flying elbowsmash. 

With Ellering keeping the refer- 
ee busy, Hawk tums Von 
Raschke—stunned from the elbow- 
smash—over on his back and 
places Hawk—groggy from Von 
Raschke’s claw—on top of the Bar- 
on. Hawk runs out of the ring and 
referee Rich tums, sees the pin at- 
tempt, and makes the three-count. 

The Road Warriors have cap- 
tured the AWA World tag team 
title. 
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August 27, 1984: Following a 
Sunday of rest, Precious Paul Eller- 
ing was behind the desk in his 
business office working on con- 
tracts for his Road Warriors to de- 
fend the AWA World tag team 
title. 

‘When you’re the best,” Eller- 
ing said, “there are those self-pos- 
sessed individuals who feel the 
need to prove that they are in fact 
better than you are. But let all of 
those teams who feel the need to’ 
challenge the Warnors be fore- 
warned: Hawk and Animal are the 
best, and there is nothing that can 
be done to prove them otherwise. 

“The Road Warriors are the 
greatest tag team in wrestling,” El- 
lering continued. 

And they will remain the great- 
est until somebody proves 
otherwise. 


TV STAR WARS: 


WWF VS. NWA IN ATLANTA! 


On July 14, phone calls from irate viewers jammed the switchboard of 


WTBS in Atlanta. World Championship Wrestling had been taken over 


by the WWF, and wrestling fans across the country were not pleased. 
But their complaints did not go unheeded—the NWA is back on WTBS, 
and the battle is on for viewers and ratings 


bet 


HE WORLD WRESTLING 
Federation” has purchased 
Georgia Championship Wrestling 
Inc. and has revamped the popu- 
lar World Championship Wrestling 
broadcast seen nationally via ca- 
ble-TV ‘on Saturday and Sunday 
evenings on  Georgia-based 
SuperStation WTBS. 
World Championship Wrestling 
now features World Wrestling 
Federation wrestlers, the head of 


the federation, Vince McMahon, 
and Freddie Miller. 

Announcers Gordon Solie and 
Ole Anderson, and the wrestlers 
who made World Championship 
Wrestling WTBS’ second-highest 
rated show, were off the air for 
two weeks and then, after an un- 
precedented public outcry, were 
brought back in an early Saturday 
morning time slot. 


McMahon and Miller, who 
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Vince McMahon (above left) and the WWF has replaced Gordon 


Solie (above right) and the NWA on the Saturday 
and Sunday evening World Championship Wrestling show on SuperStation WTBS. The transition sparked some 500 
phone calls in protest to the TV station. 


made their first appearance on 
World Championship Wrestling on 
July 14, introduced taped WWF 
matches from around the country. 
In most cases, the matches had 
already been televised on WWF 
programs broadcast on other tele- 
vision stations, both local and 
cable. 

In addition to being broadcast 
on the WTBS, Madison Square 
Garden, and USA cable eee 


WWF wrestling is broadcast on lo- 
cal stations in 103 markets across 
the country, according to Joseph 
Perkins of Communications Con- 
sultants, Newton, Massachusetts. 

According to the national news- 
paper USA Today, WTBS re- 
ceived over 200 phone calls of 
complaint within 72 hours of the 
first WWF-sanctioned telecast of 
World Championship Wrestling. 
Within a week, WTBS had re- 
ceived over 500 phone calls. 

McMahon, when asked to com- 
ment on the volume of complaints 
received by WTBS after his show 
was aired, told the Atlanta Consti- 
tution, “We'll show those com- 
plainers the difference between a 
major league and a minor league 
production, given time. Frankly | 
doubt if many of those phone 
Calls [to WTBS] were 
spontaneous.” 

The offices of Pro Wrestling II- 
lustrated also received an unprec- 
edented number of phone calls 


Below is a sampling of some of the com- 
ments we have received at Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated regarding the WWF's takeover 
of WTBS’ World Championship Wrestling 
program, If you would like to voice your 
opinions on this issue, pro or con, send 
your letters to: Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 
Box 48, Rockville Centre NY, 11571. 


Like many wrestling fans, | have en- 
joyed watching the NWA action center- 
ing around Atlanta via WTBS. In recent 
weeks, the WWF seems to have taken 
over. Now, several times a week, on 
WIBS, WOR, and the USA channel, 
central Ohio fans see reruns (at least 
half of the programming) of WWF 
matches with no explanation on WITBS 
and perhaps no hope of keeping in- 
formed of NWA matches. 

—Michael Hoover, Asheville, Ohio 


As the Georgia fans and the cable 
viewers know, Vince McMahon of New 
York has been taking over the Georgia 
and other surrounding areas with his 
WWF wrestlers. | for one do not like 
this. | like the WWF wrestlers, but not 
when they come down to the NWA 
areas and try to take over. 

—Vickie Downs, Chesapeake, VA 


Vince McMahon. has ruined World 
Championship Wrestling. He just 
shows the WWF wrestlers, and those 
matches aren‘t even filmed. in Atlanta. 
—Tracy McCloud, Londonderry, OH 


As Gordon Solie prepares his notes at the podium, commentator Ole Anderson receives a flower from 


a Georgia fan before a broadcast earlier this year. 


Well, | hope all the critics of the 
WWF will finally be quiet because the 
WWF is taking the country by storm. 
—Michael Lavoie, Colorado Springs, 
co 


In a newspaper interview on the sub- 
ject, McMahon said, “We'll show the 
viewers the difference between a major 
league and a-minor league produc- 
tion.” | think since McMahon has 
shown their minor league production, 
we the viewers should have our major 
league production, World Champion- 
ship Wrestling from the NWA. | bet 
others feel this way, too. 

—Paul Tolbert, Atlanta 


Please talk with the station managers 
or do something. Or just ask for the 
two areas to share the time. Because all 
| want’ is for Georgia to come home. 

—Bert Lefkovic, Cranford, NJ 


A terrible sin has been committed. 
World Championship Wrestling from 
Georgia, formerly representing the 
NWA, has been taken over by the 
WWF. Now, | agree the WWF has ex- 
cellent wrestlers, but it’s just not the 
same as the NWA. 

—Steve Tucker, Columbus, OH 


Vince McMahon is destroying the 
NWA in Georgia. We want Gordon 
Solie and the NWA back on WTBS. | 
have been shocked that Brad Arm- 


strong, Ron Garvin, Ric Flair, Ted 
DiBiase, The Road Warriors, etc. have 
let them get away with it. Now is the 
time for them to band together and rid 
Georgia of these carpetbaggers, the 
WWF and Vince McMahon. Send them 
back to the East Coast where they 
belong! 


—Larry Reeves, Hanford, CA 


! am not happy to say that Ted 
Turner of SuperStation WTBS just 
made the worst move of his life. That 
is, replacing World Championship 
Wrestling with Gordon Solie (the best 
announcer in the sport) that brought us 
National Wrestling Alliance action, and 
having the World Wrestling Federation 
take its place. They should call it 
StupidStation WTBS. | would like to do 
anything | can to get the Georgia stars 
back on good old channel 17. 


—Owen Cleary,’Rocky River, OH 


Looks like 1984 is here, and “Big 
Brother” is none other than the WWF. 
It has to stop. | also call for the imme- 
diate withdraw! of all WWF stories ap- 
pearing in national wrestling magazines 
such as this one. After all, the WWF 
has their own magazine, and heaven 
knows they recognize no one but 
themselves! They'll never miss the 
press! 


—Jon Gallagher, Knoxville, IL 


and letters complaining about the 
WWF takeover of WCW. The mail 
response was running 40-1 
against the WWF show on WTBS. 

In addition to anger, fans have 
expressed confusion. Why and 
how did the WWF take over 
World Championship Wrestling? 

Here’s what happened: 

McMahon acquired controlling 
stock interest in Georgia Champi- 
onship Wrestling Inc., the corpora- 
tion that possesses the WTBS 
contract for World Championship 
Wrestling. That controlling interest 
soon became 100 percent inter- 
est, and McMahon’s first move 
was to scrap the old format of 
matches featuring Georgia-area 
NWA wrestlers taped at the stu- 
dios of WTBS, and replace it with 
a new format in which Freddie 
Miller introduces various taped 
segments of WWF wrestlers. 

According to Michael Oglesby, 
manager of public relations for 
WTBS, most of the fans who 
called to. complain about the 
WWF takeover and the new 
WCW format, said that they pre- 
ferred to see Gordon Solie and 
the Georgia wrestlers. Some, 
Oglesby added, pointed out that 
they are already able to see Mc- 
Mahon’s wrestlers on several oth- 
er channels. 

Many of the letters to PW/ ex- 
pressed the same complaint: 

Jerry Romy, Cleveland: “The 
WWF already is on [Channel] 23 
from Akron.” 

David Durst, Springfield, OH: 
“Where | live | get 6% hours of 
the WWF a week.” 

Doug Mossburg, Frederick, MD: 
“Now that there is only WWF 
wrestling on three days of the 
week, it’s getting boring.” 

David Adkins, Brook Park, OH: 
“| don’t mean to put down New 
York wrestling, but enough is 
enough. | am sick of the WWF. | 
like that show, but | used to look 
forward to Geéorgia’s finest, but 
now it seems the WWF is taking 
that show over now, too. Why do 


A technician supervises a Georgia match at the WIBS Sports Arena (above). When the WWF took 
over the production of the show, McMahon referred to the old show as a ‘minor league produc- 
tion.” Gorilla Monsoon, McMahon, and a WWE technician announce a Madison Square Garden 


match (below). 


they try to monopolize wrestling? 
That isn’t fair.” 

PW/I contacted the offices of the 
WWF to receive their reaction to 
the flood of complaints, but Mc- 
Mahon refused to comment. 

WTBS’ response to the fans’ 
complaints was to quickly bring 
the Georgia wrestlers back on the 
air. On Saturday, July 28, two 


weeks after the WWF’s debut on 
WCW, the first installment of 
Championship Wrestling From 
Georgia appeared on WTBS at 
7:35 a.m. Eastern time. On Satur- 
day August 18, the show was to 
be moved to 9:05 a.m. 
CWG is hosted by Solie and 
Anderson, and is in effect a rein- 
(Continued on page 62) 
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"CAPT. LOU 
ALBANO’S 


| Rept By Capt. Lou Albano 


HIS IS CAPT. Lou Albano, 

brother, the maker of 14 WWF 
tag team champions. As you know, 
continuity is a very important factor in 
tag team effort, and I am able to con- 
trol this by filming my matches in their 
entirety, by watching them, by being 
very versatile, and by knowing what it 
takes to have a combined effort, be- 


cause in the past, Capt. Lou Albano 
was a former champion in his own 
right. 

Now as far as Cyndi Lauper goes, I 
have made a formal apology. Basical- 
ly, because Cyndi Lauper and myself 


APOLOGY TO 
CYNDI LAUPER 


are involved in the multiple sclerosis 
drive to raise money for the two mil- 
lion Americans who have contracted 
multiple sclerosis. 

Now I’m not gonna go out there 
and make a fool of myself, I’m not 
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Cyndi Lauper, standing next to her mother, listens to Capt. Lou Albano’s 
apology (above). Cyndi moves closer to her former idol (right). The two 
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hug and all is forgiven (opposite page, right). 
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the match andthe = Word Wormers wrestling title. The victory also 
3 to Cyndi Lauper. This is that apology 


Fabulous Moolah 
. Richter won 


gonna beg, and I’m not gonna plead, 
and I’m not gonna get down on my 
knees. I’m gonna say: Cyndi Lauper, 
I’m sorry for saying that all women 
were wimps, belonged in the house- 
hold, were good for raising babies and 


cleaning the kitchen. All right, let’s 
face it, I’m sorry. Women are good 
for many, many other things, they’re 
ona level of a man. So I was wrong. 

Now, I’m doing this to bury the 
hatchet, to get together with Cyndi 
Lauper, and to raise money. As you 
know I was chosen as a judge in the 
Ugly Bartender contest. It’s gonna be 
my pickings against Cyndi Lauper’s. 

I feel that I’m qualified to talk 
about ugliness, and ugliness is involved 
in multiple sclerosis. How would Cyndi 
Lauper know about being ugly? She’s 
a cute little girl and she wouldn’t know 
what it means to be ugly. But when I 
get up in the morning and look into a 
mirror, it takes me 20 minutes before I 
can brush my teeth, looking at an old 
ugly face like this. I’ve got over 700 
stitches in my face, my nose has been 
fractured seven times. You can look at 
Lou Albano and you know you know 
the meaning of ugliness. So I wrote the 
book on ugly. 

Multiple sclerosis, as I said, is con- 
tracted by two million Americans be- 
tween the ages of 18 and 45. In most 
cases it renders a person helpless. They 
get weaker and weaker and weaker. 
The symptoms can be anything from 
dizziness to weakness; there are many, 
many symptoms. The cure has not 
been found as of now. So I have de- 
cided to dedicate my time to the multi- 
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The scene at 
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Madison Square Garden after Fabulous Moolah loses the World Women’s title 
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in the special challenge match to Wendi Richter: Moolah attacks referee Jack Lotz; Lauper, 
Dave Wolff, and Wendi Richter celebrate; and Lou Albano doesn’t know what to do (above). 
Lauper and Albano appear together in the ‘Girls Just Wanna Have Fun” video (below). 


ple sclerosis drive, and because of this 
I have made this apology to Cyndi 
Lauper. 

“T’m sorry for discrediting women, 
I’m sorry for going out and saying that 
women belong in the household and 
that they have the brain of dehydrated 
BBs, and if you put a woman’s brain 
.',. uh, rather, if you put a dehydra 
... put the brain of a woman in a 
parakeet, I had made a statement a 
parakeet would fly backwards. Okay, 
that was wrong. Women are very com- 
petent, they’re at the level of men, and 


I apologize. 


[Editor’s note: In the above story, 
mention is made of the National Mul- 
tiple Sclerosis Society’s “Ugliest Bar- 
tender Contest.” 

According to a press release from 
the New York City chapter of the Na- 
tional Multiple Sclerosis Society, the 
“Ugliest Bartender Contest” is “‘one of 
the MS Society’s biggest fund-raising 
events. Patrons of local restaurants, 
lounges, pubs, and bars vote for their 
favorite ‘ugly’ bartender by contribut- 
ing money on-premesis to MS—with 
each 25-cent donation being worth one 
vote. U.G.L.Y. has a very positive 
connotation for bartenders: It stands 
for Understanding, Generous, Lovable, 


and Youthful.” 

Cyndi Lauper is serving as chairman 
of the New York City MS chapter’s 
“Ugliest Bartender’? campaign, while 
Albano is chairman of the contest for 
the MS chapters in neighboring Nas- 
sau, Suffolk, and Westchester counties. 
The contest runs through November 20. 

The winning bartenders from Alba- 
no’s areas will face off against 
Lauper’s winners in a ‘“‘Bartender’s 
Pentathalon” at the contest finals. 
Lauper and Albano will be on hand to 
coach their respective teams, Keep an 
eye on upcoming issues of The Wres- 
tler for information and coverage of 

a) 


this special event.] 
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DUSTY RHODES, 


Py 


The NWA World title was not at stake in the main event 
at the Orange Bowl on July 3, but that didn’t make the 
match between Dusty Rhodes and Ric Flair any less sig- 
nificant. To the winner would go $100,000 in cash, a 
$25,000 diamond and gold ring, and worldwide recogni- " 
@ (oe tion as the ‘‘Champion of Champions.” 
“ie Sometimes pride will make a man 
fight harder than a championship belt 


CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS ... 
AND STILL THE LORD OF THE RING 


Photos b yy Bill Apter & Paul Bauman 


By Bill Apter 


USTY RHODES ARRIVED at 

his dressing room nearly two 
hours prior to the start of the first 
match on the historic July 3 wres- 
tling card in Miami’s Orange Bowl 
stadium. 

Dubbed “Lords of the Ring,” the 
card’s main event would pit “The 
American Dream” Dusty Rhodes 
against NWA World champion Ric 
Flair. The NWA belt was not at 
stake, but the winner would re- 
ceive $100,000 in cash and a 
$25,000 “Champion of Champions” 
diamond and gold ring. 

‘T gotta tell you, Billy brother, 
that this here is the best way to 
get psyched up for a big match,” 
Dusty told me. “I come early, you 
see, and I hang out by that 
entranceway to the ring. I can see 
the people coming into the stadi- 
um, and I can hear the sound of 

Rhodes lifts his leg, adding 

force to his right hand (left). 

Dusty is disqualified in the 

first fall for flipping Flair out 


of the ring over the top rope 
(below). 


the crowd as it grows larger and 
larger every minute. 

“It’s like a musical crescendo, 
you hear what I’m saying?” Dusty 
continued. ‘First the stadium is 
empty. Then the fans start to come 
in, and down here in Florida, dad- 
dy, these are my fans, you know. 
And the rumble of the crowd gets 
a little louder all the time. There’s 
anticipation in the air, daddy, 
they’re waiting for action. 

“Then the first match is up and 
the fans go wild, and they go wild- 
er with each match that follows. 
They're waiting to see ‘The 
Dream,’ Billy boy, they’re waiting 
for the main event. And when I hit 
the ring, that’s the peak of the cre- 


‘scendo. The fans are psyched, I’m 


psyched, and there’s no way I can 
possibly lose. We’re all out there 
working together, me and my fans. 
And today, they’re gonna help me 


$ 


win this big one against Ric Flair. 
When all the dust settles, it’s 
gonna be yours truly wearing that 
gold and diamond ring.” 

KKK 


Ric Flair arrived at. the Orange 
Bowl only minutes before the first 
match was scheduled to begin. He 
appeared to be cocky, arrogant, 
and extremely sure of himself. I 
remember thinking at the time that 
he was more sure of himself than 
I'd ever seen before. 

I also remember thinking that 
being too sure of yourself is a very 
dangerous way to step into the 
ning for an important match. 

“My first NWA title reign started 
when I defeated Rhodes,” Flair 
sneered, “and: I’m not womied at 
all about defeating him here to- 
night. In fact, wit my NWA belt 
not on the line in this match, I can 
go all out without any fear of error. 
Rhodes is in trouble, that’s for 
certain. 

“My three NWA World title 
reigns have already proven that I 
am the one and only champion of 
champions,” Flair said, ‘but to- 
night’s the night I prove it to all 
these Florida fans. They know ex- 
cellence when they see it, these 
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Rhodes repeatedly slams Flair’s head 
against the turnbuckles, opening a gash 
(above). Flair unsuccessfully tries to lift 
Dusty to escape a headlock (below). 


fans, and they know that Ric Flair 
is excellence plus! 

“In fact,” Flair said confidently, 
“T predict that this match won't 
even go to a third fall!” 

KKK 


In the few seconds respite prior 
to the bell signaling the start of the 
third and deciding fall, Ric Flair 


was struggling to regain 
composure. 

Flair had won the first fall at he 
18:01 mark when Dusty threw him 
over the top rope, but “The Amer- 
ican Dream’ had come back with 
a vengeance in the second fall, 
winning in one minute flat with an 
astonishingly powerful series of bi- 
onic elbowsmashes. 

There was a look of frantic de- 
termination on Filair’s face as the 
third fall began, and as the open- 
ing seconds stretched into the 
opening minutes, one could clear- 
ly see that Flair was afraid of 
losing. 

The tens of thousands of fans in 
the Orange Bowl wholeheartedly 
supported Dusty, and every smash 
to Flair’s head and body, every el- 
bow to Filair’s ribs, every kick to 
Flair’s legs, was greeted with up- 
roarious cheers. 

At the 8:02 mark, Dusty moved 
in for a pin attempt. At the 8:05 
mark, the referee’s hand slapped 
the mat a third tme. Dusty Rhodes 
had pinned the NWA World 
champion. 

Kk* 

“This is the icing on the cake, 

daddy, the cream in the coffee! I 


can do a lot with $100,000, and this 
gold and diamond ning is almost a 
pretty as I am!” 


Dusty, wearing the $25,000 
“Champion of Champions” ring, 
laughed heartily and often during 
the postmatch press conference. 

“IT gotta make sure I thank all 
the fans who cheered for me out 
there,” Dusty said. “They were the 
ones who really made it happen. 
Their support helped “The Dream’ 


realize the dream, you know what 
I mean? It’s only too bad that the 
NWA title wasn’t at stake, too, 
‘cause that would have sounded 
mighty pretty: ‘Three-time NWA 
World champion Dusty Rhodes.’ 
Well, that’ll happen soon enough, 
people, soon enough. You hear 
that Flair?. Hahaha!” 
KKK 
“Do you know what $100,000 
means to me?” Flair asked rhetori- 


Flair (above left) and Rhodes (left) exchange 


figure-four leglock attempts. Applying a 
headlock, Dusty clenches the hand that 
would soon be wearing the “Champion of 
Champions” ring (above). 

cally. “Nothing! Pocket change! I 
spend that much on dinners, lim- 
os, and tips during an average 
weekend of partying. 

“And as far as that so-called 
‘Champion of Champions’ ring 
goes, I have jewelry that puts that 
ring to shame. I have rings and 
watches worth five times that 
much. 

“And now Dusty is going to go 
around calling himself the ‘Cham- 
pion of Champions’? That’s a 
laugh! He might have won one 
match, one non-title match, but 
that’s all. I’ve lost non-title matches 
before, but when the big one is on 
the line I always come out on top. 
A rematch is in order, and only 
after Rhodes can beat me for the 
NWA World belt will he tly be 
able to call himself the ‘Champion 
of Champions.’ 

“But,’ Flair said with a grin, 
“he'll never beat me. Never, And 
that makes me, the NWA World 
champion, the greatest athlete in 
all of professional sport, the tue 
champion of champions.” O 
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Hulk Hite leaps high in the air before dropping his ee leg across Chahey Bob Orton’s chest. 
Hogan was able to win this match, but his close friends fear that sooner or later he is going to be 
overrun by the phenomenon of Hulkamania. 


Hulk Hogan Defeats Cowboy Bob Orton: 


THER WRESTLERS STAND in 

the arena entranceway just to 
watch. When Hulk Hogan walks 
into an arena, or more accurately 
struts through the aisles toward the 
ring, a unique energy galvanizes 
the crowd. An electricity passes be- 
tween the man and his fans that 
insistently grows as they feed on 
each other. 

Hogan responds to the situation 
in the most dangerous way, at least 
according to his fellow wrestlers. 
Each match has to be better, more 
risks have to be taken, and his rep- 
utation must grow. The cheers must 
be louder the next time or Hogan 
feels he’s failed. 

As a wrestler Hogan considers a 
friend says, only after being prom- 
ised anonymity, “As long as you're 
in control of the situation, every- 
thing is fine. But once the situation 
becomes bigger than you are, when 
you have to constantly run to be 
bigger and better than you were 
the last time, youre doomed. Ask 
anyone: Hulkamania is bigger than 
Hulk Hogan. It controls him like ,a 
puppetmaster controls his mario- 


Why do Halk: Hogan’ s je friends Merry S so much about him? In 


nette. He’s forcing himself to live up 
to and exceed a phenomenon that 
is unprecedented. You can’t survive 
doing something like that. 

“In nature, if you try to squeeze 
too much into a container it’s 


bound to explode. The more you 


squeeze, the bigger the explosion. 
There is just so much energy a 
man can contain within a situation. 
Right now, Hulkamania is running 
too wild, forcing Hogan to do too 
many things, and an explosion is 
inevitable. I think we're going to 
see one magnificent match, the 
wrestling equivalent to a nova, and 
then Hogan’s WWF title reign will 
be finished. He'll be burned out and 
Hulkamania will be extinguished.” 

What's startling is how many oth- 
er wrestlers agree with that senti- 
ment. None will predict how long it 
will take for Hogan to burn out, but 
all agree the danger is ever-present. 
Many are in awe of Hogan for sus- 
taining Hulkamania for as long as 
he has. 

Hogan must know what his fel- 
low ‘wrestlers think, though he 
refuses to slow down. He also 
refuses to acknowledge that there is 
any danger. To listen to him is to 
listen to a man enthralled with a 
vision he believes is perfect. 

When he is interviewed, his eyes 
glow and he speaks of his unique 
relationship with the fans, a rela- 
tionship that has never existed 
between an:athlete and his fans be- 
fore. He speaks of how they re- 
spond to him and how he responds 
to them, how together they create 
an energy that no wrestler can 
overcome. 

According to Hogan, Hulkamania 
can only get bigger and better. The 
more fans believe in it, the stronger 
is becomes. He says we are dealing 
with a phenomenon that is only in 
its infancy. He and the fans are 
writing a new chapter in the history 
of professional sports, Hogan 
claims, and no one knows how 
much more exciting it can become. 

When asked if there’s a chance 
Hulkmania could destroy the man 


The immense pressure Hogan places on himself to be a great champion might ironically be the cause 
of his downfall. Orton lifts Hogan off the mat and will dump him on his back (above left), The 
Hulkster takes a right from Orton but will fire back one of his own in retaliation (above right). 
Responding to the urgings of the crowd, Hogan will soon turn around and-resume his attack against 
his pained challenger (below). Hulk throws Orton’s arm down along the corner of the ring apron 
(opposite page). 


at its center, Hogan’s face turns 
granite expressionless and he leaves 
the room. Some things even the 
bravest wrestler can’t face. 

In a recent match against Cow- 
boy Bob Orton, one could under- 
stand why Hogan's friends fear for 
him. Orton is a ruthless grappler, 
ready to inflict any punishment so 
he may gain an advantage. The 
smart wrestler knows he must be 
cautious against Orton’s fury. 

Yet Hogan was caught up in a 
fury of his own. As the crowd 
cheered, as the energy of 
Hulkamania filled the arena, Hogan 
dared Orton to do his worst. As if 
believing in a supernatural invinci- 
bility, Hogan took the most danger- 
ous risks. The crowd grew more 
appreciative, their shouts giving 
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him the incentive to go even fur-. 


ther. Orton came frighteningly close 
to permanently injuring Hogan sev- 
eral times. 

Watching other wrestlers watch 
Hogan was an education in itself. 
Their looks of concern and terror 
told a story that spoke sadly of 
what could be in store for Hogan. 
These are the men who know the 
most about the sport, and these are 
the men who consider themselves 
Hogan’s closest friends. Each one 
was horrified by the risks Hogan 
took constantly. 

In the end, in what can only be 
described as a magnificent exhibi- 
tion of wrestling courage, Hogan 
triumphed. The crowd went wild. 
As Hulk held his WWF title belt 
high, his body struggled to over- 


come the agonies it had suffered 
during battle. Hulkamania allows no 
acknowledgement for the ordeal 
Hulk Hogan’s body suffers each 
match. 

Later, Hogan regaled the press 
with his interpretation of his vic- 
tory. He was full of his accomplish- 
ment, never once betraying the 
pain he endured to insure his vic- 
tory. The other wrestlers listened 
for a few moments, then shook 
their heads and left. 

About two hours later, when he 
didn’t realize anyone was watching, 
Hogan left the arena for the park- 
ing lot. Now, he was a mortal man, 
slowly hobbling on an injured left 
leg. There are times when Hulk 
Hogan has to endure with only 
Hulkamania to help him. O 
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20 years old, Von Erich, rolling up Hernandez, is the youngest World Class 
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MIKE VON ERICH 


(Continued from page 36) 


Fritz continued. “In the case of the 
World Class American champion, the 
title has to be defended against some 
of the most formidable competition in 
all of professional wrestling. 

“Now I’m not saying I don’t trust 
Mike, or that I don’t have confidence 
in him, or that he’s not a capable 


IES 


American champion ever. Below: Mike celebrates his title victory with friends George 


champion. That’s not it at all. Mike 
just doesn’t have the experience of 
some of his challengers. | don’t want 
to see Mike get hurt. And considering 
some of the things that guys like ‘Gino 
Hernandez or The Missing Link can 
do to a man ... well, I think you 
know what I’m getting at.’’ 

What Fritz was getting at was the 
fact that someone like Gino 
Hernandez, a notorious rulebreaker 
who enjoys inflicting more-than-neces- 
sary punishment, can severely injure a 
wrestler like Mike Von Erich, who has 
less than a year of professional 
experience. 

To Mike’s credit, he has been 
trained by some of the best wrestlers in 
the entire world. To train under the 
guidance of Fritz Von Erich is to learn 
from one of the true legends of profes- 
sional wrestling. And Mike’s brothers 
Kerry and Kevin work with him 
constantly, 

Still, Mike Von Erich is young and 
vulnerable. In addition to having a rel- 
atively low level of experience, Mike 
gives away anywhere from 20 to 60 
pounds per match, depending on his 
opponent. 

“'m not pulling my hair out or 
anything,” Fritz said, ‘‘and I’m not 
about to sit down with Mike and start 
giving him warnings and advice. But | 
am keeping an eye on him, and I’m 
watching to make sure that he doesn’t 
falter too much. 

“This situation Mike is in can have 
a double effect,’ Fritz said. “Either 
the pressure will be too much and 
Mike will lose the title, hopefully with- 
out serious injury, or Mike will face up 
to the pressure and become that much 
more of a superb wrestler because of 
it. Call me a worried father and I’ll tell 
you I’m thinking too much about the 
first possibility. Call me a proud fa- 
ther, and I’ll admit I think about the 
second alternative.’ 

No doubt the World Class wrestling 
fans are thinking about that second 
alternative as well. Mike Von Erich is 
facing the toughest challenges of his 
life right now, and facing them suc- 
cessfully could lift him to the level of 
the men who trained him. O 
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carnation of the pre-WWF World 
Championship Wrestling. The first 
installment included such wres- 
tlers as Billy Jack, Dusty Rhodes, 
The Road Warriors, Brad Arm- 
strong, Buzz Sawyer, and Tommy 
Rich. 

According to Oglesby, WTBS 
owner Ted Turner returned the 
Solie and the Georgia wrestlers to 
the air after the public expressed 
its displeasure with the switch. 

“Ted felt that Ole Anderson’s 
group had provided a good prod- 
uct for so many years,’’ Oglesby 
said, ‘‘that it was only fair that we 
keep him on.” 

Although Oglesby said that 
CWG would be aired in the 9:05 
time slot (6:05 Pacific time) “until 
further notice,’ the time slot is still 
subject to change. 


TV STAR WARS 
(Continued from page 49) 


Championship 
Wrestling 


Solie and Anderson (background, above) do the 
blow-by-blow for a match between Ted DiBiase 
and Johnny Rich, Freddie Miller (left), who for- 
merly assisted Solie, is now working for the 
WWF. 


“To the NWA, the fans are the 
most important thing,” said An- 
derson. “We let fans talk to our 
wrestlers, photograph them. As 
far as being called ‘a minor 
league operation,’ let me say this: 
Our wrestlers—Dusty Rhodes, 
Ronnie Garvin, Brad Armstrong, 
Pez Whatley, our champion, Ric 
Flair—have all spent hours upon 
hours doing charity work for cere- 
bral palsy, various hospitals, and 
so forth. 

“If being charitable and caring 
for fans makes us a minor league 
operation,” Anderson said, ‘“‘let’s 
say I’m proud to be part of a mi- 
nor league operation.”’ 

Although it looked as if The 
Battle For Atlanta had been won 
by the WWF on July 14, late de- 
velopments show that the NWA is 
alive and well. One thing is cer- 
tain in this war: The more differ- 
ent types of wrestling there are on 
TV, the better it is for the fans. LJ 
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THE INSIDER 


(Continued from page 20) 


Bugsy has the ability to make both kids and adults smile. The only people who ‘don't find 
him funny are his opponents! 

and then once during the Memorial 
Day parade I tripped on a crack in the 
street. I rolled right over the drum and 
onto my back. | kicked out at the two- 


count. 1 wasn’t gonna let some un- 
ranked bass drum pin me. 

“But I love parades. I love waving 
the American flag in the air and 
marching down Main Street, U.S.A., 
and I love Mom and Apple Pie. From 
Alabama to Wyoming, from hill to 
dale... 

“Don’t you mean from California 
to Maine, or from Washington State 
to Florida?’ I asked. 

“No. I mean Alabama to Wyoming. 
1 know all 50 states in alphabetical 
order. Ya wanna hear? I can do it to 
the tune of ‘Stop In The Name Of 
Love.’ Stop me when I get to Florida, 
though. I gotta tell you about Florida. 
I’m goin’ to Florida. Did | tell you 
that?” 

Only Bugsy McGraw. But as off- 
the-wall as Bugsy is, you can’t deny 
that he feels very strongly about his 
country. He has devoted the last two 
or three years to traveling the country 
defending America in the ring against 
foreign-born wrestlers. 

“Eyerybody’s talking about Set. 
Slaughter,” he said. ‘Hey, I was de- 
fending the red, white, and blue when 
the Sarge was still teaching Marine pri- 
vates to shine their belt buckles. | 


don’t have to worry about that. I have 
suspenders, see?’’ With that, Bugsy 
stretched his suspenders out in front of 
him and let them snap back to his 
chest. 

“Didn’t that hurt?’’ I asked. 

“Please, Joe, please,” he replied. 
“You're talking like a child. I’m a 
professional wrestler. I’m used to 
pain.” 

“Sorry,’’ I said. ‘‘So you’re going to 
Florida.” 

“How’d you know that?” 

“‘News travels fast.”’ 

**Yeah, I’m goin’ to Florida. Leav- 
ing tomorrow morning. I’m gonna be 
wrestling with Pistol Pez. Pez is a great 
guy.” 

“So you'll be tag teaming with 
Whatley?” 

‘Whatley who?” 

‘Pistol Pez Whatley. You know, 
Pistol Pez.” 

“Ts that his last name? That explains 
a lot. I thought a lot of people were 
hard of hearing.” 

I thought twice, but then figured 
what the hell. “‘Explain this to me, 
Bugsy.” 

“Well, whenever I’d say Pistol Pez, 
they’d say ““What?’? And I’d say Pis- 
tol Pez, only this time I’d say it loud- 
er, and then they’d say “‘What?”, and 
I’d say Pistol Pez, only this time I’d 
say it even louder and... ” O 
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INTRODUCTION 


(Continued from page 6) 


are two of the most remarkable ath- 
letes in professional wrestling today. 
They are both in tremendous shape, 
they both attained new heights of suc- 
cess in 1984, and they both have their 
best years still to come. In the Novem- 
ber 1984 issue of Sports Review Wres- 
tling, a special examination of these 
two men appeared. “The Race Is On! 
Kerry Von Erich & Billy Jack— 
Which Will Dominate Wrestling In 
The ’80s?” (page 37) =e me ei- 


matches can affect the performance 
and excellence of a champion. 

As you are no doubt aware, the 
battles of professional wrestling don’t 
always take place inside the squared 
circle. On July 14, the WWF took 
over the NWA’s television time on At- 
lanta SuperStation WTBS’ World 


Championship Wrestling, touching off 
“TV Star Wars: WWF vs. NWA In 
Atlanta” (page 47), reprinted from the 
December 1984 issue of Pro Wrestling 


Billy Jack and Kerry Von Erich are engaged in a friendly competition with each other: Which 
man will succeed in setting the pace for wrestling in the ’80s? 


ther of these two athletes could come 
to embody all the principles and ideals 
of professional wrestling in this decade. 

In the Winter 1984 issue of Wres- 
tling USA, Kerry Von Erich noted 
that he has a great amount of respect 
for Ric Flair because of the grueling 
schedule he must maintain as NWA 
World champion. The WWF champi- 
on also has a rough schedule of title 
defenses to meet, and in the February 
1985 edition of Pro Wrestling IIllustrat- 
ed, we speculated on whether that 
schedule is beginning to take its toll 
on Hogan. “Hulk Hogan Defeats 
Cowboy Bob Orton: Is The Hulkster 
In Danger of Burning Out?” (page 
56) takes a close look at the issue of 
whether too much travel and too many 


Illustrated. Fans continue to be in a 
uproar about not being able to see 
NWA matches on WTBS at prime 
time (6:05 p.m. Saturdays) but Ted 
Tumer’s station did place NWA wres- 
tling back on the air—at 9 am. 
Saturdays. 

Another out-of-the-ring battle in 
1984 occurred between Capt. Lou Al- 
bano and rock superstar Cyndi- 
Lauper. Albano appeared on WWF 
television broadcasts claiming that he 
was the reason for Lauper’s success. 
Lauper repudiated those remarks, and 
set. the record straight during an in- 
stallment of “Piper's Pit,” hosted by 
Roddy Piper. In the months that fol- 
lowed, the rift betwen Albano and 

(Continued on page 68) 


1h’ 4 


/MLUSTRATED 


Byset 
a 


T 


ue 
¢ 


DECEMBER 1982 


May 1980/COLOR STARSHOT: Ric 
Flair. Cover stories: Rhodes-Race, Ho- 
gan. PLUS: Valentine, Inoki, Patterson, 
Funk Jr. 


duly 1980/COLOR STARSHOT: The 
Sheik. Cover sot h Bruno Sammartino. 
PLUS: Wrestling II, Race, Ladd, Albano. 


August 1980/COLOR STARSHOT: Ko- 
loff and Smirnoff. Cover story: Bruno vs. 
Zbyszko. PLUS: Idol, Von Erichs, 
Rhodes, Hogan. 


May 1981/COLOR POSTER: Mr. Wres- 
tling lI. Cover stories: Steamboat, Atlas- 
Ladd. PLUS: Windham, Blassie, Patera, 
Murdoch. 


October 1981/COLOR POSTER: Ted 
DiBiase. Cover story: Rhodes vs. Piper. 
ios Backlund, Brody, Mascaras, 
ich. 


May 1982/COLOR POSTER: Ric Flair. 
Cover story: Wrestling II vs. Spoiler. 
PLUS: Mulligan Jr., Backlund, McDan- 
iel, Piper. 
dune 1982/COLOR POSTER; Nick 
Bockwinkel. Cover story: Adonis & Ven- 
an PLUS: Snuka, Patera, Blassie, 
lair. * 


August 1982/COLOR POSTER: Dino 
Bravo. Cover story: Steamboat & Rich. 
PLUS: Andre, Martel, Piper, Blassie. 


September 1982/COLOR POSTER: 
Blackjack Mulligan Jr. Cover story; Tom- 
my Rich. PLUS: Piper, Snuka, Von 
Erich, Martel. 


ee ne ee ee ee ee — oS — ww cae som (Cm WES mens come Se me —S eee ee ee ee 
| PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED | Make Check Payable And Send To: ONLY 
© PWi/May 1980 C PWi/October 1983 Le SPORTS i 
O PWi/July 1980 CL) PWU/November 1983 4 
ChWWAuwetioe0 Cl PwWiiecamber tees ne ny $2.00 EACH f 
C) PWUMay 1981 Ci PWi/January 1984 Rockville Centre, 11571 i 
5 Sona e hua Please send me the back issues I've checked. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. i 
Cl PWi/June 1982 0 PWi/May 1984 Number of Magazines Ordered: Amount Enclosed: $ | 
[ PWl/August 1982 O PWi/June 1984 
(C) PWi/September 1982) PWi/July 1984 PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY | 
© PWl/October 1982 1 PWl/August 1984 
o ber 1982 [] PWl/September 1984 Name 
ia January 1983 C) PWl/October 1984 | 
C PWi/February 1983 1) PWl/November 1984 Address Apt. 

' ©) PWVApril 1983 © PWli/December 1984 | 
Cl PWi/May 1983 CO PWidanuary 1985 6 
1 PWi/June 1983, Oo 1985 ity 
© PWi/July 1983 © PWi/March 1985 | 
C) PWi/August 1983 State Zip | 

Fe GeiCeere eee For all orders except the United States and Canada you MUST ADD one dollar (U.S.) for every back issue ordered for i 
In case of a sellout, indicate substitute issue: boat mail, and two dollars (U.S.) for every back issue sent by air mail. 


October 1982/COLOR POSTER: Jerry 
Lawler. Cover story: Ric Flair. PLUS: 
Rhodes, Graham, Race, Funk Jr, 


December 1982/COLOR POSTER: 
Rick Martel. Cover story: Hulk Hogan. 
PLUS: Von Erich, Orndorff, Reed, 
Albano. 


January 1983/COLOR POSTER: Ken 
Patera. Cover story: Rick Steamboat, 
PLUS: Rich, Brody, Sullivan, Backlund. 


February 1983/COLOR POSTER: Ivan 
Putski. Cover story: Rhodes vs. Garvin. 
PLUS; Snuka, Super Destroyer, Bock- 
winkel, Funk. 


April 1983/COLOR POSTER: Superstar 
Graham. Cover story: Mil Mascaras. 
fe Valentine, Hansen, Orndorff, 

jart. 


May 1983/COLOR POSTER: Jimmy 
Valiant. Cover story: Snuka. PLUS: 
Windham, Graham, Bockwinkel, Flair. 


June 1983/COLOR POSTER: 

Bob Orton. Cover story: Rick Martel. 
PLUS: Brisco, Von Erich, Slaughter, 
Muraco. 


} iL) STRATED 
ry 


Exciusive. 
MIL Mascaras 
NOME QODRESS! 


APRIL 1983 


July 1983/COLOR POSTER: Ivan Ko- 
loff. Cover story: Tommy Rich. PLUS: 
Patera, Von Erich, Snuka, Geigel. 


August 1983/COLOR POSTER: Larry 
Siesa Cover story: Roddy Piper. 
PLUS: Sullivan, Zbyszko, Von Erich, 
Wrestling Il. 


October 1983/COLOR POSTER: Junk- 
yard Dog. Cover story: Tommy Rich. 


PLUS: Johnson, Adonis, Rhodes, Piper. 


Ayal dred 1983/COLOR POSTER: 


dy Piper. Cover story: Harley Race, 
PLUS: Santana, Mascaras, Ellering, Val- 
jant, Race. 


. 


et ae ET 


APRIL 1984 


December 1983/COLOR POSTER: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Cover story: Dusty 
Rhodes. PLUS: Hayes, Steamboat, 
Hansen, DiBiase. 


January 1984/COLOR POSTER: Harley 
Race. Cover story: Rick Martel. PLUS: 


| Snuka, Freebirds, Dillon, Sawyer. 


“ebruary 1984/COLOR POSTER: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine. Cover story: Greg 
Valentine. PLUS: Super Destroyer, ° 
Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 

April 1984/COLOR POSTER: Rocky 
Johnson. Cover story: Ric Flair, PLUS: 
Hogan, Andre, Rich, Bundy. 


May 1984/COLOR POSTER: Hacksaw 
Butch Reed. Cover story: Hulk Hogan. 
PLUS: Road Warriors, Fabulous Ones, 
Flair, Rotundo. 


dune 1984/COLOR POSTER: Dick 
Slater. Cover story: Ted DiBiase. PLUS: 
Wrestling Il, Magnum T.A., Patera, One 
Man Gang, Hogan. 

July 1984/COLOR POSTER: Pau! Eller- 
ing. Cover story: Jimmy Valiant. PLUS: 


Junkyard Dog, Fabulous Ones, Gagne, 
Windham. 


BACK ISSUES 0 EEE 


Complete your collection of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out 
on the excellence that has made PW/ the 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! 


August 1984/COLOR POSTER: Stan 

Hansen. Cover story: Jerry Lawler. 

Set Sullivan, Slaughter, Blackwell, 
ir, 


ember 1984/COLOR POSTER: 
Hulk Hogan. Cover story: The Road 
Warriors. SPECIAL FIFTH ANNIVERSA- 
RY ISSUE—A Look Back At Wrestling In 
The PWI Years. 


October 1984/COLOR POSTER: Billy 
Jack. Cover story: Kerry Von Erich. 
PLUS: Martel, Blanchard, Fabulous 
Blonds, Armstrong. 


November 1984/COLOR POSTER: 
Rick Martel. Cover story: Sgt. Slaughter. 
PLUS: Von Erich, Road Warriors, Wind- 
ham, Rotundo. 


SLANT FUE k C08 Ome Pamir Om mk 


OCTOBER 1984 


December 1984/COLOR POSTER: 
Kerry Von Erich, Cover story: Barry 
Windham. PLUS: Rich, Martel, McDan- 
iel, WWF-NWA TV war, 


January 1985/COLOR POSTER: Tito 
Santana. Cover story: Road Warriors. 
PLUS: Billy Jack, Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 


February 1985/COLOR POSTER: Mag- 
num T.A. Cover story: Rick Martel. 
PLUS: Hogan, Backlund, Ellering. 


March 1985/SPECIAL YEAR-END 
AWARDS ISSUE! FOUR PAGE COLOR 
SECTION; Billy Jack, Roddy Piper, Ric 
Flair vs. Kerry Von Erich; PLUS: 1984— 
The Year In Review. 


L 


SOLID BRONZE PROFESSIONAL 


50 MILE BINOCULARS 


ALL WEATHER 4 
LAND and SEA : 
i LONG RANGE 
y POWERFUL 


WALLET BADGES 


Heavy solid bronze for lifetime wear, Used bythousands 
of professional investigators and detectives all over the 
world. $5, #5 each postpaid. 


#203-A #203-B 


Private Private ¢ J Now Only $8.00 
international Detective ee 
® Investigator $5.95 + | eh aan Smee or 
$5.95 + 0 "BHanding nsafaenene seca 10 1A WARRANTEE 


+ $2.00 postage and handing these new long pirat ona have become 
avanable (0 US. And will De sald tc the general Oude ot be mmusiead These 
ey 
are dosgned Io withstand a 
weather conditions, The genune non n1S8S are Sot i a fUst ANG COF 
roson proo! housing Techical Specifications < euntess = opjactve lelepower, 


#203-C 


. Omen Viesbility~4% toSOmees Clarity -'ull spectrum day or ‘night Housing 
Official Deputy > non-rotective Mack Periect for spors tans, nature lovers, great for secret 
Press Sheritt surveiilance This powortul instrument is an exceptional optical value. They are 


Tugged and light with fast fingertip conirol focus 10 YEAR GUARANTEE Fulty 


= es ee Ga eS es) es St 


Photo- 6 Point warranted against manutactuter's Gelacts tor 10 years. If they tail to operate prop: 

Orly, return them with $200 to cover Nandiing costs, & they wil be replaced or 

grapher Star repaired Also, If not satistied, return them within 30 ae foe ‘ tull refund (less 
$5.95 » $2 


+ B0¢ 
Postage & Handling 


#303-A #303-B 

Special ‘ 
ay) doe 
ee $5.9) 


*, protect the imnocent 
perts junle you every step of the way 
women needed t Kin chal 


SECRET ee 
EQUIPMENT 
Surveillance Equipment, 
Pinter Kits, Badges, 
Briefcase Telephones, Leg 
Holsters, Lockpick Guns, 
pa a or Labi nity 
Equipments Plus Much. 1, Send for free devils 
Much More Approved by Calif. Dept. of Public Instruct. 


THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training — 


DEPT. VS501 P.O. Box 25750, Santa Ana. CA 92799 
| Rush ma your Free “Detective” Career Kit —No salesman will call. ] 


niques Usihie 
cement equip 


ui 
‘TA, and the 


your own 
Save 


i #450 Regulation Badge Case j 
Bey Flash your badge in an official V kame el 
Handling manner. Vinyl |,D_ window jms | 


City/State/Zip 


Slack strap. $5.95 + g0c 
Postage & Handling 
Plainly print name, address & style # desired. No, COD's, 
Add .80c Postage & Handling For Each Item Ordered. 
FREE WITH ORDERS ONLY—Catalog of police and 
detective equipment. Unusual items 


POLICE EQUIPMENT CO., Dept. 6143 
7471 Melrose Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90046 


PHOTO ID 
| IN FULL COLOR - SEALED IN PLASTIC 


Good tn All States and Provinces 
— FREE BIRTH CERTIFICATE — 
Fast Service * Moneyback Guarantee 


au SEND $6.00, Name, Address, Sex, 
Height, Weight, Color Hair, Eyes, 

3 00 elt Birthdate & Small Photo. 

Order with tnends! CARDINAL PUBLISHING, DEPT. 405 


2071 Emwraon, Box 5200 + Jacksonvillw, FL 3; 


i 
PHOTO iD 
t *STICK *FIRECRACKERS FRIENDLY FIREWORKS ? 
+ ROCKETS «SPARKLERS 1377°""K" ST. NW. + 
+ #MISSILE *SMOKE ITEMS SUITE 803 . 
ne Lasts *PARACHUTES Washington, D.C. 20005 ~ 
* * : 
- syle NG EMS LOW PRICES! NEW ITEMS! [ HOW TO BU | L D A 


*CON 
FOUNTAINS NOVELTY DD PROMPT OELWERY! 


: ama FREE SAMPLES! | gy POWERFUL BODY 


Fabulous Muscle Pumping Methods 
that stimulate muscular growth! 


How You Can Have: 
@ More Strength ®@Bigger. Arms 
@ Wider Shoulders @Lose Fat 
@ Gain Muscular Weight ® Power- 


ful Chest eTrimmer Waist 
a SS ee ee es 


fit Universal Bodybuilding 
CONFIDENCE ee Hee aed @ Da 
roi ichigan 
Learn: Karatee Judo®Kung Fu fs 
BLACK BELT INSTRUCTORS | Ml Send for FREE BOOKLET. 


| Name : 
CERTIFICATE AWARDED - Address | 
detats TERNATIONAL KARATE SCHOOL City State Zip @ 
wate Dept,K10 —- Box H, Belmar, N.J. 07719 anne COUPON TODAY! 

i: rTtTTIITitit. 


68 


INTRODUCTION 


(Continued from page 66) 


Lauper grew wider. Then World wom- 
en's champion The Fabulous Moolah 
and Wendi Richter became involved 
in the feud: Richter was managed by 
Lauper for a challenge to Moolah’s 
title, and won the match, the women’s 
belt, and the right for Lauper to de- 
mand and receive a public apology 
from Albano. “Exclusive! Capt. Lou 
Albano’s Apology To Cyndi 
Lauper” (page 50), reprinted from the 
January 1985 issue of The Wrestler, is 
that apology. 

Which brings us to our columns up 
front for this issue. 

In the December 1984 issue of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated, Liz Hunter's “On 
Assignment” column (page 18) pro- 
vided a particularly woman’s view of 
the above-mentioned match between 
Moolah and Richter, “The Brawl To 
Settle It All.” 

“Introducing Nikita Koloff”’ (page 
14), from the December 1984 issue of 


Nikita Koloff, the nephew of Ivan Koloff, 
may be the most awesome rookie wrestler 
in a decade. 


The Wrestler, provides you with all 
you need to know about the man who 
was voted first runner-up in the Rookie 
of the Year voting reported in the 
March 1985 Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 
Nikita, the nephew of Ivan Koloff, 
may be the most powerful rookie to 
enter the pro ranks in more than a 
decade. 


Rick Martel’s AWA World title reign has 
been marked by peerless integrity. Colum- 
nist Dan Shocket doesn’t appreciate Mar- 
tel’s skills, 


Rick Martel is a man who has 
brought honor and integrity back to 
the AWA World heavyweight champi- 
onship, but you would never know it 
by reading Dan Shocket’s ““Bodyslams 
and Pinfalls” column from the Janu- 
ary 1985 Inside Wrestling (page 12). 
Shocket, perhaps the only wrestling 
journalist who staunchly upholds the 
idealogies of the rulebreaking commu- 
nity, is not very appreciative of Martel’s 
efforts to bring respect back to the 
AWA World title. 

Bugsy McGraw may be the most 
unusual personality in professional 
wrestling, and that personality was 
highlighted in a special installment of 
Joseph Bua’s “Insider”? column (page 
20) from the December 1984 Inside 
Wrestling. Bua took Bugsy on a walk- 

(Continued on page 70) 
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how they affect his activities in the 
ring. 

In the full-color section this issue, 
four spectacular matches from around 
the county are featured: 

From St. Louis, The Road War- 
riors take on the team of Dory Funk 
Jr. and Terry Funk; from Memphis, 
Tennessee, Lanny Poffo faces “Hot 


Lanny Poffo is capable of performing re- 
markable wrestling maneuvers that require 
great gymnastic ability. 


Stuff’ Eddie Gilbert; Ivan and Nikita 
Koloff go up against the NWA World 
tag team champions Dusty Rhodes 
and Manny Fernandez in a match in 
Charlotte, North Carolina; and in At- 
lanta, National heavyweight champion 
Ronnie Garvin meets U.S. heavy- 
weight champion Wahoo McDaniel. 

Rounding out the issue are two 
pages of Official Wrestling Ratings 
and a page of Ratings Analysis devot- 
ed, this issue, to the 11 through 20 
rankings in the Top 10 and Tag Team 
categories. Plus there’s Dateline USA, 
featuring your comments on Wrestling 
USA and the wrestling scene around 
the country. 

Be sure to send us your comments 
on this issue of Wrestling USA—and 
be sure to be here three months from 
now, when the Summer 1985 issue of 
Wrestling USA goes on sale, featuring 
highlights of recent events in wrestling 
plus our regular all-new features. 

Until then—happy reading! oO 
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fans. Quantities are limited, so order yours today. 
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ON ASSIGNMENT 
(Continued from page 18) 


Richter learned a lot about Moolah’s wrestling style when they teamed together back in 1982. Wendi 
holds Liz Chase as Moolah attacks. 


ter’s stamina was another key to her 
victory, as she withstood all of Moo- 
lah’s illegal maneuvers. 

Most important, however, was Rich- 
ter’s confidence. With the crowd be- 
hind her chanting, “‘Moolah’s going 
down,”’ Richter wrestled aggressively, 
but scientifically. She was confident 
enough in her physical condition and 
her skills to wrestle totally within the 
framework of the rules. 

Richter established the pace in the 
match, confusing the champion’s me- 
thodical rhythm. Her. power maneu- 
vers, combined with  armdrags, 
chinlocks, and full-nelsons, depleted 
Moolah’s strength. When Moolah, des- 
perate to end the match, pushed 
Wendi to the turnbuckle and pulled 
her back into a reverse cradle, the 
champion did not have the strength to 
bridge her neck to lift her shoulder off 
the canvas. Richter had the presence of 
mind to lift her right shoulder off the 
canvas before referee Jack Lotz 
slammed his hand down for the three- 
count. 

The crowd went wild. Albano and 


Moolah protested Lotz’s decision, at- 
tacking the referee from behind. 
Lauper and her manager, Dave Wolff, 
celebrated. But the spotlight shone on 
Richter as she stood in the center of 
the ring with her arms raised and the 
belt secure around her waist. 

The Madison Square Garden loud- 
speakers blasted Cyndi Lauper’s music, 
but the fans drowned out the opening 
strains of “‘She-Bop”’ with their cheers 
for the new champion. Next to the 27- 
year reign of The Fabulous Moolah, 
Wendi Richter’s victory will be consid- 
ered the greatest achievement in the 
history of women’s _ professional 
wrestling. 


Any woman can get what she wants. If 
she wants it bad enough, all she has to 
do is try hard... 

—Cyndi Lauper 


... And believe in herself. You’ve 
got to believe in yourself. 
—Wendi Richter 


Congratulations, Wendi, we all be- 
lieve in you, O 
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PRESS CONFERENCE 
(Continued from page 29) 


Bob Backlund has always taken great pride in working with youth wrestling programs. He is very 


careful to set a good example for young people. 


both involved in this program? 
BACKLUND: Well, the way Pro Wres- 
tling USA sees it, they have three 
champions. They have the NWA 
champion, who is Ric Flair, they have 
the AWA champion, who is Rick Mar- 
tel, and they have myself. | don’t have 
the belt. But they feel they have a 
champion in me. We're all in the 
same organization, and I’m probably 
going to be meeting up with one of 
the two somewhere down the line. 
APTER: Will you be actually saying 
that it’s a defense of the WWF title 
when you wrestle? 

BACKLUND: If a guy puts me down 
one, two, three, or makes me submit, 
then I’ve finally lost, and then I’m not 
going to say anymore that I’m the 
titleholder. 

APTER: Before we wrap up, is there 
one thing that you would like to say 
to the fans, to the readers of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated? 

BACKLUND: You know, there’s a lot 
of people all over the United States 
who have my box number, and there's 
a lot of people who have been writing 
to me. That’s Box 973, Glastonbury, 


Connecticut 06033. People write in 
and they say, “To us you're still the 
champion, in our hearts you’re still the 
champion.” That gave me a lot of 
drive. The WWF, | think, was trying to 
convince me that the people weren't 
supportive of me, that the people 
didn’t care about me. And | felt they 
did. But | had no way of really know- 
ing it. You know. yourself that I 
haven’t been on television in the 
WWF for about six months. And I feel 
that they wanted the people to slowly 
forget about me, possibly. And there 
was no way for me to communicate 
with the people. Except now, thank 
God, for Pro Wrestling USA. | can get 
out to the people, and | want to know 
whether they're behind me or not. 
And if they aren’t, then Ill probably 
have to get out of wrestling. Then | 
will know whether the people are 
gonna want to support somebody 
that’s just Bob Backlund or do they 
want to support somebody that has 
green hair. I’m gonna be myself, and I 
want to know if the people will sup- 
port somebody that’s just gonna be 
himself. O 
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(Continued from page 12) 


comes across like the family dog. He 
should be fetching sticks, not 
wrestling. 

What accounts for Martel’s 
success? | don’t believe in luck, but 
| do believe in commissioners 
making their running dogs lucky. 
Martel won the title from Jumbo 
Tsuruta, one of the most maligned 
wrestlers ever to have the misfortune 
of wrestling before yahoo fans. The 
grappler of Japanese descent was 
never given a chance to prove 
himself to the children of 
immigrants who made up the crowd. 
An overly sensitive man, which is 
not a crime, couldn’t handle the 
waves of hatred from the ignorant. 

It was no secret among the 
wrestling fraternity that Tsuruta was 
a beaten champion ready to fall. 
Several honorable wrestlers were 
scheduled to meet him in the near 
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Verne Gagne tries to relieve the pain Brad Rheingans is suffering after being kicked in the 


future. Any one of them would have 
been champion. Tsuruta, dispirited, 
never would have stood a chance 
against any of them. Their fangs 
gleaming, the commissioners hoped 
even a stumblebum like Martel 
could beat the emotionally defeated 
Jumbo. 

Like all other commissioners, 
having no respect for the justice of 
sport but worshipping power they 
can't earn like men, the bullies of 
the AWA pushed Martel into a title 
shot, despite the fact others 
deserved to be the legitimate 
challengers. With a little help from a 
sympathetic (bribed) referee, Martel 
emerged victorious. Surprise. 

A man wouldn’t take a title under 
those circumstances. Martel, never 
more than a pretty boy, gloried in his 
victory. He promised the fans to be a 
good and noble and true champion; 


~ 


groin by Rick Martel, who appears to be showing concern. Martel refused the victory, but if 
he were a true sportsman, he would have given up the title. 


enough to make any intelligent 
spectator throw up. Little did we 
know what was to come. 

Let us now discuss the nadir of 
professional wrestling. It was 
announced as a special insomniacs’ 
cure match that the Bob Backlund 
protege, the spiffy Brad Rheingans, 
would challenge Rick Martel for the 
AWA title. To insure pleasant rest for 
all attending, the legendary Verne 
Gagne would leave his rocking chair 
to referee this dream bout. It was 
wrestling's answer to hot cocoa. 

Those not asleep did see one of 
the most ludicrous conclusions to a 
sporting event ever to occur, and 
this includes matches featuring 
Bruno Sammartino. Rheingans, not 
being lame or drugged, was handily 
defeating Martel. Now comes the 
fun part. Rheingans gets kick in the 
groin and can’t continue. It is 
decreed by Verne Gagne, proving 
beyond all doubt they should never 
have let him out of the home, that 
the kick was an accident. Sure, it 
was. And Nixon wasn’t a crook and 
Warren Beatty envies my social life. 

Now comes the best part, 
otherwise known as great moments 
in hypocrisy. Martel, after kicking 
his opponent in the groin and 
rendering him helpless, announces 
he refuses to accept a victory in this 
situation. Even though Verne the 
Simple says Rick is entitled to be 
declared the winner, Rick doesn’t 
want to win that way. He does want 
to keep his AWA belt, though. 
There’s no question about that. 
Some might say a real sacrifice 
would be to surrender to belt until 
Rheingans gets another shot. 
Martel’s honor only goes as far as it 
doesn't affect his pocketbook. 

It should come as no surprise that 
the fans thought this the greatest _ 
moment in sports ever. They left the 
arena exclaiming, between yawns, 
Rick Rick is a true hero, a man of 
integrity. He just kicked a guy in the 
groin to save his title and he’s a 
hero. Wonderful. 

Martel is the meaning of the word 
disgrace. (1) 


The Natural Way To 
SPEED Up Your Day 


NOW LEGAL! 


Recent breakthroughs in sports medicine for ath- 
‘fetes that must be reviewed by the entire medical 
community, resulted in CHARGE UP, a fast- 
acting, long-lasting fatigue fighter made from 
TOTALLY NATURAL substances! Many athletes 
are using CHARGE UP right now for high energy 
output and top-notch performance with NO 
DRUG-LIKE SIDE EFFECTS! And we know that 
performance can be just as crucial! at home or at 
work as on the ballfield. 


Until now. getting that extra burst of energy to get 
through the day meant using potentially dan- 
gerous and sometimes illegal drugs. NOT any 
more! According to anecdotal evidence: 


* CHARGE UP * 


* Keeps you going through late-night meetings, 
research or study. 

* Will bounce you out of bed on dreary. listless 
qmornings. 

* Gives you the pep to get ready for Friday night 
on the town. 

* Adds the power to face housework when you're 
just too exhausted. 

* Comes in special time-release tablets that last 


hours. 
IT WORKS! 


Yes! CHARGE UP is a biochemically balanced 
formula of natural ingredients which work with 
your body, not on it. The anecdotal substantiation 
suggests that L-Glutamine increases mental 
awareness, Aspartates produce energy in muscles 
while under stress, a variety of lipotropic agents 
and methyl donors mobilize your body fats. This 
unique formula enhances energy production at 
the cellular level and increases mental awareness. 
It is working for professional athletes and it will 
work for you...safely, naturally and legally or 
your money back in full. 


CAUTION, Use cal as directed—Persons with existing ail 
ments should consult their physician before use 


© 1984 CMG. Inc. 235 W. Haviland Lane, Stamford, Ci 06903 
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BodyScience, Dept. KS 1505 
| PO. Box 4228, Springdale, Ct, 06907 | 


Gentlemen: | want ENERGY. Enclosed is my check or | 
money order, Please rush me one bottle of CHARGE 
UP. | understand that if | am not satisfied for any reason, 
\can return the unused portion—even the empty bottle 
—after 30 days for a prompt refund. (N_Y, & be res. 
add sales tax), 


[] Rush One Bottle (60 Tablets) at $t2.95 + $1.50 | 


(Total: $14.45) postage & handling (code 854). 
(7) Rush One Bottle (120 Tablets) at $19.95 + $2.00 
(Total: $21.95) postage & handling (code 857). | 


Mr. Mrs. 

| Ms. Mis: | 
Address Apt | 
City. 

| Sité—————— 8 


| Signature (| am over 18 years of age) 
So See eae Soo oe ee 


NOW. ..WHITER 
BRIGHTER TEETH 
IN MINUTES! 


Brush on Fabulous Insta-Wite for whiter, 
brighter teeth, That's how simple and 
easy itis to turn dull yellow stained teeth 
into radiant white teeth with Insta-Wite. 
Insta-Wite works fantastically. Whitens 
the most stained yellow teeth as it covers 
up ugly blemishes (coffee, tea and 
smoker stains) and gold fillings. Com- 
pletely safe and harmless to gums, teeth 
and fillings. Used by thousands 
Just pennies a treatment. -. 
Now available to you ona special 20 
day free trial. 
== *MONEY BACK GUARANTEE= == 
Send to: RUSH IND., Dept. KW79EB 
871 Willis Ave., Albertson, NY 11507 
O 1 Bottle for only $4.98 
D Special! 3 Bottles for only $11.98 


In Minutes... 

GET RID OF BLACKHEADS, 

WHITEHEADS, AND OTHER 
COMPLEXION PROBLEMS! 


Doctor formulated... Bio j 
Masque-M.D. works like 
magic! Attracts blackheads 
and other complexion pro- fe 
blems like a magnet. As it 1S) % 

lifts out pune freeing wba x 
clogged pores...restoring “V7 Zou 
‘baby-smooth’, ‘baby-clear WRKAS 
skin Developed by a . ~ ur 
doctor .proven on scores of delighted patients... 
and Now Available Without Prescriptian. Hear at 


last is a medically proven method that’s effective. is 
hypo-allergenic. painless, and safe for all types of 
skin. Thrill to a fresher, smoother looking skin. Now 
you can have the skin you have always desired 

————MONEY BACK GUARANTEE———— 
4 oz Bottle only $4.98 Special! 3 Only $1198 

Send To RUSH INC., - Dept. EP79EB 
871 Willis Avenue, Albertson, New York 11507 


Rush industries, tac 


TOO SKINNY ? 


Amazing New Hercuplan 


Guarantees 


> A NEW SHAPE 
IN 30 DAYS 
or pay nothing! 


Now gain the weight you need to develop the 

muscles you want in just 30 days. Turn that 
scrawny body of skin and bones into a powerful 
appealing shape. How? Simply take one-a-day 
Hercuplan tablets along with our scientifically 
prescribed meals. Don't let poor eating habits 
rob you of a powerful, attractive body. 

Just listen to what Hercuplan people have to 
say... “I've never looked so great in my life’. 
L.D., Chicago IL. “Thanks to your Hercuplan 
program | am now proud to be seenina bathing 
suit" L.M., Dallas TX. 

Guaranteed Results...Hercuplan program 
must work for you too or simply return the 
Hercuplan label for your tull refund, Order your 
Hercuplan Program today to develop your new 
shape “tomorrow.” 

— — — Money Back Guarantee - — — — 
Send to: Rush Ind., Inc. Dept, HU79EB 

871 Willis Avenue, Albertson NLY 11507 | 

Please send my order today! | 

0 30 day Regular Strength Program only $6.98 

1 80 day only $11.98 190 day only $17,98 | 

AVAILABLE IN SUPER STRENGTH | 

O Add $2.00 to the above prices for the Super 

Strength program | 
O11! am adding $1.50 for express service | 
Name | 


Street 


THE CROWNING 
ACHIEVEMENT 


THE 
OFFICIAL 


ONLY $7.00 
ONE SIZE FITS ALL! 


Now you can wear the Official KO 
Cap, the crowning glory for every 
boxing fan. This bright royal-blue 
hat is emblazoned with the official 
KO Magazine logo in unique 
raised lettering for a spectacular 
three-dimensional look and feel. 
This top-quality, long-wearing hat 
will give you years of enjoyment. 
Show everyone you're a real box- 
ing fan by ordering the Official KO 
Cap today. 


Make Check Payable And Send 
To: 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Please send me KO Caps. | en- 
close $7.00 for each cap ordered. 


Name 

Address 

City 

Snes 75 

(Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. All other 


countries $10. U.S. funds only. Please allow at 
least 2-4 weeks before you receive your cap.) 


INQUIRING REPORTER 


(Continued from page 10) 


approve of their tactics have to appre- 
ciate their skill. I think it’s a testament 
to their manager, Precious Paul Eller- 
ing, that the Warriors didn’t just stay 
where they were. They were successful. 
They were so far and away the best 
around that they really didn’t have to 
try hard to win their matches, but El- 
lering somehow motivated them. Eller- 
ing also made a key managerial deci- 
sion in taking the Warriors to the 
AWA. Now the World tag title is 
theirs. Every tag team in the sport is 
measured against them. The Road 


T.A. become a star, thanks to Mr. 
Wrestling II, who took a_ strange 
course in helping his protege, but you 
have to admit that it did work. Also, 
we saw Jim Cornette and The Mid- 
night Express come to power. I don’t 
like Cornette and the way he flashes 
his momma’s money around, but you 
have to admit that he’s done a great 
job with the Express. I couldn’t pick 
one thing that’s happened this year. 
Wrestling has been very exciting this 
year, and I hope it’s even better in 
1985.” 


Precious Paul Ellering managed The Road Warriors to the AWA World tag team title in 
1984. The unprecedented success of The Road Warriors this year is viewed by many as the 


most remarkable achievement of 1984. 


Warriors are the most notable event of 
1984, and I think they’ll be the same 
for 1985 and beyond.” 


May Cooper, New Orleans: “‘1984 was 
such an important and exciting year in 
wrestling, it’s hard to say what was the 
most notable event. You have to give 
the AWA and NWA title changes 
some mention. Kerry Von Erich 
showed the world that he is worthy of 
a world championship. Rick Martel 
came into his own and has restored all 
the dignity Nick Bockwinkel took away 
from the AWA belt. The Road War- 
riors staked their claim to the number 
one spot in the tag team ratings. Here 
in the Mid-South, we saw Magnum 


Joe Rotollo, Brooklyn, NY: “Hulk 
Hogan is the biggest thing ever to hap- 
pen to professional wrestling. I’ve read 
the wrestling magazines for a long 
time, and I’ve been following Hogan’s 
career since he was first in the WWF 
with Fred Blassie. This year, though, 
he really became a star, winning the 
WWF title and letting Hulkamania run 
wild all over the country. I was in 
Madison Square Garden the night Ho- 
gan beat The Iron Sheik, and it was 
one of the most exciting nights of my 
life. P’'ve seen a lot of Hogan’s title 
defenses since then, and I still get those 
chills down my spine when “Eye Of 
The Tiger” blares through the loud- 
speakers, Hogan struts into the ring, 
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Joe Rotollo of Brooklyn, New York, feels 
that Hulk Hogan’s WWF heavyweight title 


victory over The Iron Sheik helped make 
1984 the best year ever for wrestling. 


and he rips off his T-shirt. A lot of 
other great wrestlers did some great 
things last year, like Sgt. Slaughter, 
Tito Santana, and Wendi Richter, but 
Hogan’s the man. He made 1984 the 
best year ever for wrestling.” O 
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THIS MONTH IN... 


SPORTS REVIEW 


rasta 


All the action, the glory, the pain, and 
the blood of the spectacular 
STARRCADE '84 extravaganza is 
highlighted in a special section! 
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The U.S. tag team title is in disgrace— 
will anyone be able to stop KRUSHER 
KHRUSHCHEV and JIM NEIDHARDT? 


PLUS... 

Have you ever wanted to be a 
wrestler? Take an exclusive look 
inside the BUDDY ROGERS school for 
wrestling... FREEBIRD MICHAEL 
HAYES is featured in the “Sports 
Review Interview”’.. . 
SPECIAL BONUS: Your 1985 
wrestling calendar and datebook! 


Allthisand much more... 
in the March 1985 issue of 
Sports Review Wrestling 


ON SALE NOW! 
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It’s a million-dollar controversy: Did 
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ie oP < ss . 
JIMMY SNUKA vows that he wants 
revenge against RODDY PIPER... 


but will he destroy THE TONGA KID 


as well? 


ee ____) 


RIC FLAIR really beat DUSTY 
RHODES at Starrcade ’84? 


PLUS... 

A spectacular FULL-COLOR 
centerfold poster of National 
heavyweight champion RONNIE 
GARVIN .. . THE ROAD WARRIORS 
battle THE FUNKS in St. Louis... 
“GORGEOUS” JIM GARVIN is tailor- 
made forthe AWA... FREEBIRD 
TERRY GORDY is featured in an 
exclusive ‘Press Conference’”’ 


All this and much more... 
in the April 1985 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


ON SALE NOW! 


RATINGS ANALYSIS 


This column will tell fans how we go about 
rating more than 150 wrestlers in 14 different categories. It is 
a behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans. 


Bubbling under: The Top 10 ratings as reported in 
Wrestling USA and our sister publications may be the 
most respected listing in professional wrestling, Unlike 
the regional rankings, and the NWA, AWA, and WWF 
rankings, the Top 10 considers every wrestler active in 
the sport, and bases its rankings not only on wins and 
losses, but quality of opposition and inherent skill. 

A lot of our readers have written to suggest that we 
go a little deeper than rating just the top 10 men in 
the sport. We feel that’s a good idea. So from time to 
time “Ratings Analysis” will feature “The Second 10,” a 
ranking of the 11th through 20th best wrestlers in the 
sport, based on the editorial staff's analysis of those 
wrestlers’ won-loss records, quality of opposition, and 
inherent skill—the same criteria used to devise the Top 
10. 


THE SECOND 10 
11—GINO HERNANDEZ 
224, Houston, TX 
12—TITO SANTANA 
245, Mission, TX 
13—HARLEY RACE 
253, Kansas City, MO 
14—MAGNUM T.A. 
245, Chesapeake, VA 
15—SGT,. SLAUGHTER 
310, Parris, Island, SC 
16—BILLY JACK 
245, Portland, OR 
17—BRAD ARMSTRONG 
223, Marietta, GA 
18—TULLY BLANCHARD 
235, San Antonio, TX 
19—CHRIS ADAMS 
England 
20—NICK BOCKWINKEL 
245, Beverly Hills, CA 


The second 10 tag teams: With tag team wrestling 
growing more and more popular every day, there’s no 
reason to slight the men who prefer to wrestle with 
partners rather than wrestling singly. So in addition to 
the second 10 singles wrestlers, this special installment 


of “Ratings Analysis” also presents “Tag Teams: 11 
Through 20,” a ranking of the 11th through 20th best 
tag teams in the sport, based on the editorial staff's 
analysis of those teams’ won-loss records, quality of 
opposition, and inherent skill. 


TAG TEAMS: 11 THROUGH 20 

11—IVAN & NIKITA KOLOFF 
No. 1 contenders for NWA World tag team title 
Combined weight: 524 pounds 

12—THE PRETTY YOUNG THINGS 
No. 1 contenders for World Class tag team title 
Combined weight: 476 pounds 

13—THE INTERNS 
Mid-Southern tag team champions 
Combined weight: 553 pounds 

14—CHAVO & HECTOR GUERRERO 
No. 1 contenders for Mid-South tag team title 
Combined weight: 483 pounds 

15—CRUSHER BLACKWELL & KING KONG BUNDY 
No. 2 contenders for AWA World tag team title 
Combined weight: 920 pounds 

16—JACK & JERRY BRISCO 
No. 2 contenders for WWF tag team title 
Combined weight: 455 pounds 

17—STAN HANSEN & BRUISER BRODY 
No. 1 contenders for WWC tag team title 
Combined weight: 527 pounds 

18—DENNIS CONDREY & BOBBY EATON 
No. 2 contenders for Mid-South tag team title 
Combined weight: 472 pounds 

19—THE KIWI SHEEPHERDERS 
Southwest International tag team champions 
Combined weight: 508 pounds 

20—GIANT BABA & JUMBO TSURUTA 
Japanese International tag team champions 
Combined weight: 557 pounds 


The address for mail: We always welcome comments 
and questions on our ratings system and our ratings 
analysis. Maybe your questions will be answered in a 
future installment of this column. Send all letters to: 
“Ratings Analysis” clo Wrestling USA; Box 48; Rockville 
Centre, NY 11571. O 


PRESTLIN 


Ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and the inherent skill of each wrestler. 
These ratings are compiled by the editors and_,are universally recognized as official. 


TOP10 TAG TEAMS 

1_RIC FLAIR |—THE ROAD WARRIORS - 
243, Minneapolis, MN AWE Word 6 eee ocues 

2—RICK MARTEL 2—DUSTY RHODES & MANNY FERNANDEZ 
236, Quebec City, Quebec Cacibined WeIehe eas pounae 

3—DUSTY RHODES 3—DICK MURDOCH & ADRIAN ADONIS 
302, Austin, TX WWF tag team champions 

4—HULK HOGAN Combined weight: 521 pounds 


4—RICK MORTON & ROBERT GIBSON 
Mid-South tag team champions 
Combined weight: 453 pounds 


305, Venice Beach, CA 
5—KERRY VON ERICH 


260, Denton, TX 5—TOMMY ROGERS & BOBBY FULTON 
6—WAHOO McDANIEL Gombined weight: 462 peace 

pie Cee ee nis iean(i 
a heed YVAENTINE Combined weight 479 peuriee per 
8—KEVIN VON ERICH Deane pecans 

239, Denton, TX Combined weight: 546 pounds 


8—KRUSHER KHRUSHCHEV & JIM NEIDHARDT 
U.S. tag team champions 
Combined weight: 551 pounds 

9—SCOTT & BILL IRWIN 
National tag team champions 
Combined weight: 539 pounds 

10—BARRY WINDHAM & MIKE ROTUNDO 

No. 1 contenders for WWF tag team title 
Combined weight: 475 pounds 


NWA and AWA ratings are compiled with the assistance of wrestlers, promoters, and reporters. “Most Popular” and “Most 


9—RONNIE GARVIN 
231, Montreal, Quebec 
10—JIM GARVIN 
235, Tampa, FL 


Jim Garvin 


Hated” ratings are based on nationwide surveys of wrestling fans and on mail that comes to our offices. 


NWA AWA MOST POPULAR MOST HATED 
World Champion: World Champion: 1—DUSTY RHODES 1—CHRIS ADAMS 
RIC FLAIR RICK MARTEL 302, Austin, TX 225, Stratford on Avon, England 
243, Minneapolis, MN 236, Quebec City, Quebec 2—KERRY VON ERICH 2—RODDY PIPER 
1—DUSTY RHODES 1—JIM GARVIN 260, Denton, TX 231, Scotland 

302, Austin, TX 235, Tampa, FL 3—HULK HOGAN 3—WAHOO McDANIEL 
2—WAHOO McDANIEL 2—NICK BOCKWINKEL 308, Venice Beach, CA 260, Midland, TX 

260, Midland, TX 245, Beverly Hills, CA 4—RICK MARTEL 4—GREG VALENTINE 
3—KERRY VON ERICH 3—MR. SAITO 236, Quebec City, Quebec 243, Seattle, WA 

260, Denton, TX 247, Osaka, Japan 5—SGT. SLAUGHTER 5—GINO HERNANDEZ 
4—CRUSHER BLACKWELL 4—BILLY ROBINSON 310, Parris Island, SC 224, Houston, TX 

474, Stone Mountain, GA 246, Manchester, England 6—TOMMY RICH 6—NIKOLAI VOLKOFF 
5—RONNIE GARVIN 5—BRAD RHEINGANS 248, Hendersonville, TN 345, Siberia, Russia 

231, Montreal, Quebec 248, Appleton, MN 7—JUNKYARD DOG 7—TED DiBIASE 
6—PEZ WHATLEY 6—JIM BRUNZELL 260, New Orleans, LA 247, Omaha, NB 

238, El Paso, TX 228, Minneapolis, MN 8—MAGNUMT.A.. 8—KEVIN SULLIVAN 
7—JESSE BARR 7—CRUSHER BLACKWELL 245, Chesapeake, VA 235, Boston, MA 

243, Portland, OR 474, Stone Mountain, GA 9—RIC FLAIR 9—TULLY BLANCHARD 
8—COWBOY RON BASS 8—KING KONG BUNDY 243, Minneapolis, MN 235, San Antonio, TX 

265, Pampa, TX 446, Atlantic City, NJ 10—KEVIN VON ERICH 10—JESSE BARR 
5—CHRIS ADAMS 9—CURT HENNIG 239, Denton, TX 248, Portland, OR 

225, Stratford on Avon, England 235, Robbinsdale, MN 
10—BILLY JACK 10—GREG GAGNE 

248, Portland, OR 220, Robbinsdale, MN 
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WWF 
Champion: 
HULK HOGAN 
305, Venice Beach, CA 
1—GREG VALENTINE 
243, Seattle, WA 
2—TITO SANTANA 
245, Mission, TX 
3—JOHN STUDD 
364, Washington, DC 
4—KEN PATERA 
256, Portland, OR 
5—JUNKYARD DOG 
260, New Orleans, LA 
6—SGT. SLAUGHTER 
310, Parris Island, SC 
7—NIKOLAI VOLKOFF 
345, Siberia, Russia 
8—JDIMIMY 
250, Fiji Islands 
9—BARRY WINDHAM 
248, Sweetwater, TX 


10—TONGA KID 
226, Tonga 


FLORIDA 
1—PEZ WHATLEY 
238, El Paso, TX 
2—JESSE BARR 
243, Portland, OR 
3—SCOTT McGHEE 
220, Shipley, England 
4—SUPERSTAR GRAHAM 
260, Paradise Valley, AZ 
5—JAY YOUNGBLOOD 
237, Amanillo, TX 
6—DUTCH MANTEL 
242, Bucksnorth, TN 
7—DORY FUNK JR: 
244, Amarillo, TX 
8—BILLY JACK 
245, Portland, OR 
9—MIKE GRAHAM 
229, Tampa, FL 
10—KEVIN SULLIVAN 
235, Boston, MA 


"ICIAL 
WRESTLING 
RATINGS 


Below are the ratings for the top regional wrestling areas of the country. These ratings are based on nationwide surveys of 
wrestlers, promoters, and reporters. 


GEORGIA WORLD CLASS 
1—RONNIE GARVIN 1—KERRY VON ERICH 
231, Montreal, Quebec 260, Denton, TX 
2—WAHOO McDANIEL 2—GINO HERNANDEZ 
260, Midland, TX 224, Houston, TX 
3—TOMMY RICH 3—CHRIS ADAMS 
248, Hendersonville, TN 225, Stratford on Avon, England 
4—JERRY LAWLER 4—KEVIN VON ERICH 
234, Memphis, TN 239, Denton, TX 
5—IRON MIKE SHARPE 5—MIKE VON ERICH 
271, Winnepeg, Manitoba 220, Denton, TX 
6—BOB ROOP 6—JAKE ROBERTS 
273, Tampa, FL 243, Baton Rouge, LA 
7—ABDULLAH THEBUTCHER 7—TERRY GORDY 
360, Sudan 289, Chatanooga, TN 
8—OLE ANDERSON 8—ICEMAN PARSONS 
256, Minneapolis, MN 242, St. Louis, MO 
9—JERRY OATES 9—KILLER KHAN 
247, Columbus, GA 312, Mongolia 
10—OX BAKER 10—THE MISSING LINK 
313, Waterloo, IA 273, parts unknown 
MID-SOUTH MID-SOUTHERN 
1—ERNIE LADD 1—JERRY LAWLER 
354, Houston, TX 234, Memphis, TN 
2—MAGNUM T.A. 2—EDDIE GILBERT 
245, Chesapeake, VA 222, Lexington, TN 
3—BUTCH REED 4—TOMMY RICH 
265, Kansas City, MO 248, Hendersonville, TN 
4—TERRY TAYLOR 5—RICK RUDE 
219, Vero Beach, FL 246, Robbinsdale, MN 
5—HACKSAW DUGGAN 6—JIMMY VALIANT 
280, New York, NY 251, New York, NY 
6—EXOTIC ADRIAN STREET 3—IRON MIKE SHARPE 
234, South Wales 271, Winnepeg, Manitoba 
7—TED DiBIASE Meisels SAVAGE 
247, Omaha, NB 45, Sarasota, FL 
8—HERCULES HERNANDEZ Were POFFO 
275, Tampa, FL 228, Sarasota, FL 
9—MASAO ITO 
295, Tulsa, OK 247, Osaka, Japan 
10—MASTER G 10—KORTSIA KORCHENKO 
260, St. Louis, MO 286, Russia 
For period ended December 7, 1984 


MID-ATLANTIC 

1—WAHOO McDANIEL 

260, Midland, TX 
2—RON BASS 

265, Pampa, TX 
3—DUSTY RHODES 

302, Austin, TX 
4—TULLY BLANCHARD 

235, San Antonio, TX 
5—RICK STEAMBOAT 

238, Honolulu, HI 
6—IVAN KOLOFF 

230, Moscow, Russia 
7—NIKITA KOLOFF 

275, Moscow, Russia 
8—DICK SLATER 

235, Tampa, FL, 
9—MIKE DAVIS 

232, Atlanta, GA 

10—MAGNUM T.A. 
245, Chesapeake, VA 


NORTHWEST 
1—RIP OLIVER 
245, Tampa, FL 
2—BOBBY JAGGERS 
, Dunlap, KS 


MILLER 
260, Memphis, TN 
5—TOM PRITCHARD 
220, Houston, TX 
6—JERRY GREY 
241, Tampa, FL 
7—ARMANDO GUERRERO 
210, Mexico 
8—MR. EBONY 
242, parts unknown 
9—JIMIMY AFI 
232, Fiji Islands 
10—DOUG SOMERS 
244, Minneapolis, MN 
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Sgt. Slaughter’s numerous battles with The Iron Sheik have been 
an inspiration to many wrestling fans, including correspondent 
Gregory Baktika. : 


. 


SLAUGHTER IS AN INSPIRATION 

Your feature on Sgt. Slaughter (‘‘Sgt. Slaughter: ‘1 
Pledge Allegiance To The Fans!’,” Wrestling USA, 
Winter 1984), was the best piece I have read about 
this great patriot in any magazine. 

From the opening photo of Slaughter bleeding 
profusely, but strong enough to hold the American 
flag high above his head, to the sentiment he dis- 
plays toward the men he fought beside in Vietnam, 
it was three pages packed with heartfelt emotion 
and love for the United States and for professional 
wrestling. 

I applaud Slaughter’s courage in his battles with 
The Iron Sheik and Nikolai Volkoff. I also thank 
Junkyard Dog for helping Slaughter in his effort to 
rid the sport of these two destructive individuals. 

I thank Wrestling USA for this great story. What 
an appropriate magazine to feature the story on 
*Kmerica’s wrestler,” Sgt. Slaughter. 

GREGORY BAKTIKA 
Maspeth, NY 


ADAMS IS RIGHT! 

What is wrong with all these wrestling fans who 
have tumed their backs on Gentleman Chris Ad- 
ams? You know, I’ve been watching him since he 
hooked up with his manager, Gary Hart, and the 
only thing I’ve noticed is that he’s a better wrestler 
than ever. 

I think the only reason that the Texas fans have 
turned their backs on him (as opposed to it being 
the other way around, as they would like to think) is 
because he is showing the Von Erichs what has 
been true all along; that he is a better wrestler than 
they could ever be. And Gary Hart is helping him 
to be his best. 

Look at Adams’ recent winning streak, which was 
only stopped by the brawling tactics of Kevin Von 
Erich. Look at the superkick! The maneuver is ab- 
solutely devastating, even more powerful than the 
best dropkick. And now, Adams has his new sub- 
mission hold, the combination figure-four leglock- 
Boston crab. He’s developed these holds with Hart, 
and they have given him more confidence in the 
ring. That is the reason for his success, although 
most people claim that he’s using illegal tactics to 
win his matches. This isn’t true. 

I’m looking for Adams to beat Ric Flair for the 
NWA World title really soon, and when that hap- 
pens, all those former Adams fans will come back. 
Those frontrunning Texas fans are a disgrace to 
wrestling. : 

STAN MASSINGHAM 
Cambridge, MA 


... AND IN FULL COLOR! 

Michael Hayes is the most beautiful man in pro- 
fessional wrestling, and thanks to the photography 
of Buddy Myers, all of the Hayes fans throughout 
the country, including myself, are getting a chance 
to see him at his best, in a full-color pinup in the 
Winter 1984 of Wrestling USA. 

Michael was bom to rock ’n’ roll. You can tell 
that when you see him in front of the microphone. 
You can hear it in his voice when he sings 
“Badstreet U.S.A.” And you can even see it in the 
ring. Even when Michael is wrestling, be it alone or 
with his Freebird brothers Terry Gordy and Buddy 
Roberts, he’s moving to the music playing over the 
arena loudspeakers or in his head. 

What makes Michael a great wrestler is that he 
brings emotion to the ring with him, just like he 
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brings it to his music. He lets emotion take over, 
and the result is explosive, whether it’s in the ring 
or on a record. 

Anyway, I guess I’ve rambled on enough. If I’ve 
been a little overenthusiastic, it's only because I’m 
so happy. Thanks again. 

DALIA RALSTON 
Houston 


WWF: TOO MANY NUMBER ONES! 

I’ve been following the WWF with a great deal of 
interest since they began to expand last year, and 
I've noticed one thing that has changed consider- 
ably from the days when the organziation only 
sanctioned events in the Northeast. 

In the past, especially during Bob Backlund’s 
championship reign, there was a definitive number 
one contender for the WWF heavyweight title. 
Now it seems that champion Hulk Hogan is wres- 
tling almost’ ever wrestler in the WWF's top 10, 
every rulebreaker in the top 10 that is. 

Not only is he wrestling all these different men at 
the same time, but the WWF is granting title shots 
to men who have already failed in their attempts to 
grab the title from Hogan. Look at Paul Omdorff. I 
think he’s probably had more shots at the WWF 
tile than anyone else in the history of the 
federation. 

But the worst example of this is that coming up at 
Madison Square Garden, Hogan will be defending 
the belt against The Iron Sheik, the man he de- 
feated for the belt on January 23, 1984. How did the 
Sheik earn this title shot? By teaming with Nikolai 
Volkoff and losing a whole bunch of matches to 
Junkyard Dog and Sgt. Slaughter? Or was it his 
incredible performance in the match where he lost 
to The Tonga Kid, a rookie, during the last wres- 
tling card at the Nassau Coliseum here on Long 
Island? 

I don't know what’s going on in the WWF offices 
in Greenwich, Connecticut, but I hope they realize 
that they’re tainting the title reign of a great man 
like Hulk Hogan, and they should take some seri- 
ous steps to change what’s going on. 

NATALIE SIMPSON 
Wyandanch, NY 


TAKE OUR GILBERT, PLEASE! 
I'd like this to be an open letter to any wrestling 
promoter who’s reading this magazine. Please, 


When Eddie Gilbert tured against his friend Tommy ‘Wildfire’ 
Rich, the result was the most brutally violent feud the Mid- 
Southern area has seen in years. 

Please, call Eddie Gilbert and take him out of the 
Mid-Southem area. We don’t want him here 
anymore. 

I'm sick of having to listen to him and his big, fat 
mouth. Every week on television and in the arenas, 
he’s mouthing off about how wonderful he is. Well, 
if he is so wonderful, why does he need Jimmy 
Hart to manage him, why does he need to use 
illegal tactics and foreign objects, and why does he 
have to tell us about it? If he was really as good as 
he says he is, we would be able to see it in his ring 
performance. 

I used to like the old Eddie Gilbert. He was kind, 
personable, and a good, clean wrestler. Eddie ‘Hot 
Stuff’ Gilbert is a nasty little rat, not worth my time 
or energy. 

I don’t know why any promoter would want 
someone like that to wrestle for them, but if you do, 
call him up and offer him.as much money as you 
can, ‘cause I’m sick of having to watch him. 

SUE CRANDALL 
Lexington, KY 0 


85 


Now-—enjoy a life of unbelievable riches, lasting love and constant 
protection with the secrets in this startling WITCH BOOK— 


THE MAGIC POWER OF WITCHCRAFT 


Whatever it is you need or want, Witchcraft can get it for you quickly, 
easily, and automatically, say these experts. You'll discover how it can bring 
abundant and overflowing wealth, find or bring back a lover, ward off evil in- 
fluences, and much more—step-by-step in plain English, with complete easy- 


to-follow instructions! 


Yes. .. Witchcraft! Every time you hear, 
the word it brings with it the feelings of 
deep occult secrets—secrets that you would 
like to know so that your life can be better; 
so that your enemies will stop bothering 
you; so that serenity, love, power and com- 
fort can be yours! 


THE MAGIC POWER OF WITCHCRAFT iays bare these 
secrets for the first time! Do you want a bank account bursting at 
the seams with money? A Jove life that would make a sultan en- 
vious? Supreme power to crush your enemies and reward your 
friends? What would it be worth to you to ulter a simple incanta- 
tion that would cause any pain to vanish? Or say another, and im- 
medintely recover some lost object? 

What would it be worth to you to fly through time and space, on 
astral wings, as Witches do... go wherever you wish. - . what- 
ever you wish... without being detected... watch the antics of 


IN THIS WITCH BOOK YOU'LL DISCOVER... 


® How lo Cast Spells that Really Work! 

* Your Magic Window on the World! 

© Personal Protection! 

* Telepathy Made Easy! 

*® Influencing Others to Do Your Bidding! 
* Controlling a Conversation! 

* The Technique of Silent Persuasion! 

* Using Witchcraft to Find Friends! 

* How to Find the Lover You Want! 

* How to Bring Your Perfect Mate to You! 
® How to Dominate Others! 

# Witchcraft Power for Money! 

© Withcralt Power to Make You Irresistible to Others! 
*® Spolis tor Finding Lost Objects! 


MEET THE AUTHORS 


GAVIN FROST, B.Sc., Ph.D., D.D., is Archbishop of the 
Church of Wicca, New Bern, North Carolina with national 
headquarters in Salem, Missouri, branches in several states 
and worldwide membership, He is Marshal of the Gold Star 


others behind closed doors . . , hear private conversations - , . make * How to Always Win with Luck Spells! of Faglind, with the right to wear the Saffron Robe und 
time run forward or backward . . - read tomorrow's newspaper in * More Power for Bigger Goals! one of the very few Witches in the Western Hemisphere 
a “black mirror”... find out what really happened in history - .. * inhaling Cosmic Energy! privileged to wear the authentic mark of initiation on his 


make your face old or young at will! 


BRINGS AUTOMATIC ASSURED SUCCESS! 


Witchcraft can bring your heart's desire! You can use it to heal 
someone, influence the boss to give you thal raise, or make some- 
one stop bothering you! It’s easy! The easiest thing in the world! 
You don't have to be wealthy or super-intelligent to get started! 
Thousands of cedar people all over the world are using Witch- 
craft Power right now 

Witches have known for centuries that ro le are scared of them 
and their powers! And rightly so! NOW YOU CAN SHARE THE 
SAME POWER that gives you—literally—life and death control 
over other persons! Is someone bothering you? No problem at all, 
with Magic Witchcraft. For example, there is a spell called the 
“Cross Not My Path” ritual, for people who are having neighbor 
trouble, When you use it, you know you will never again haye 
trouble with this neighbor! 

With these sTUring Witchcraft secrets, other people will look up 
to you-in awe—you'll automatically dazzle others with your power 
to make things happen at your will, you'll be Master of your des- 
tiny, and never have to apologize to anyone for anything! 

Whatever you want or need, whatever frustration is bothering 
you, Witchcraft will help you. It is not evil—nor is it Black Magic. 
Like electricity, it is simply a power given by nature for the use of 
men, to make life easier. 

You'll see how to get paid without working ... how to get ex- 
pensive clothes and furs FREE ... how to get # first-class plane 
seat FREE . . . how to vacation at the finest hotels, motels, pools 
und pleasure palaces, start living like 2 millionaire as Witches do! 


AMAZING TECHNIQUE HAS HELPED THOUSANDS! 


_ Witchcraft secrets like these can make you rich faster than any- 
thing else in the world! Here's how others have used them to make 


Now! Let This Amazing Witch Book Bring You 
INFINITE WEALTH, FINE POSSESSIONS, 
A COMFORTABLE NEW HOME, FINANCIAL 
SECURITY, LOVE, CONTROL OVER OTHERS, 
And More—Easily And Automatically! 


For centuries, these Witchcraft secrets were hushed up, 50 
that those in power could stay in power! Feudal lords kept 
their bondsmen as slaves. Factory owners kept their em- 
ployees in dreaded sweatshops, because these masters knew 
they must not allow their workers to realize that they need 
not labor their lives away. Witchcraft was suppressed be- 
cause it works! Not because of any “evil” in it. If it hadn't 
worked, no one would have worried about it If you want to 
gain power, all you need is this amazing Witch Book! 

By using these Witchcraft secrets, you too can change 
your life and gain health, wealth, someone to love—or any- 
thing else—surely, swiftly and automatically! 


e THE WITCH'S MONEY JAR!—You'll discover the 
secret of the Witch's Moncy Jar, « mysterious jar that fills 


with money—whenever you want or need it! All you need is 
some water, pennies, and an ordinary jar or bowl! You'll be 
amazed at the speed with which it fills with money—a seem- 
ingly endless supply of needed cash! 

© THE WITCH’S MONEY MAGNET!—You'll see how 
to magnetize a dollar bill so that it multiples! All you need 
to make your own Witch's Money Magnet is a dollar bill, a 
green candle, and the words on page 38, Once you do this, 
your dollar will double and keep doubling! You'll enjoy 


glittering luxuries, and start living like a millionaire, as thing in the world! : C.0.D. charges. Same moneyback guarantee, of course. 
Witches do! * HOW TO SEE INTO THE FUTURE!—Would you like to be 

* THE WITCH'S BLACK MIRROR!—Just as your TV able to see the future? You CAN with the magic Black Mirroryou'll 4 NAME 
set has been called your “window on the world," so the see how to make on page 23, All you need is some ink and a bow! of Please print 
Black Mirror is your “window on the psychic world'—the water. Then use the chant on this page, and you will be able to see g/ ADDRESS 
world of the unknown. Making your own personal Black many things. One man uses it to read tomorrow's newspaper, YOU @ 
Mirror takes only a few moments and can open the way to can use it to check the stock market or that important horse race! crry 
unguessable visions, All you need is a bowl of water, some ¢ MAKE TIME RUN BACKWARD OR FORWARD!—A St 2 nn, 
ink, and the chant on page 23. Suddenly you will see scenes 
from other places and times, or any scene you wish to see! STATE ZIP 


© Recharging Your Cosmic Batteries! 
® Raising Your Vital Energy Level! 
® How to Keep Evil Forces Away! 


miracles happen in their daily lives! 

You'll see how Vern, 2 man who likes to give a lot of expensive 

arties, was always short of cash until he discoyered the amazing 

ITCH’S MONEY JAR-now all he hus to do is dip in, for it 
brings him an endless flow of cash! Evelyn, a waitress, was always 
lending moncy to friends, and was always broke. Finally, she placed 
her last dollar on the table, and worked the MONEY MAGNET 
SPELL over it. All at once, dozens of people who had borrowed 
money from her, rushed to pay her back! 

Hank was berpetualby broke. One night he got together with 
some friends, and they decided to cast the MONEY SPELL. The 
very next day, Hank received in the mail a check for some $250 
worth of insurance. (He had never heard of the company that sent 
the check, he was not insured with them, and had never even made 
a claim—but he accepted the money.) Another member of the 
group that used the spell, a 40-year-old secretary, received an auto- 
mobile as a gift! All the other members of the group received amaz- 
ing windfalls of money, as well! You'll see how Dexter, @ retiree, 
lives RENT FREE and receives $200 a week at the age of 78, with 
a secret you'll find in this Witch Book! You'll see how Claudine, a 
secretary, was able to wear the finest, most expensive furs-FREB— 
and spend weekends at an expensive ski lodge in the mountains, 
where she met a wonderful man! How Ruth L., a widow—with noth- 
ing but.a small pension, and a little savings—received her dream 
house, by using a simple 5-minute ritual on page 38 of this book! 

Using the same Witchcraft secrets, YOU can achieve peace of 
mind and freedom from moncy worries for the rest of your life! 


YOU CAN HEAL YOURSELF AS WITCHES DO! 


Feeling sick today? Plagued by a lot of troublesome illnesses? 
Perhaps some relative is sick and constantly demanding your atten- 
tion? Or perhaps it is even ape that needs help? With the MAGIC 
POWER OF WITCHCRAFT, you can cure anything, say authors 
Gavin and Yvonne Frost; “In our experience . . . we have not 
found a single incurable disease!" 

« ANDY DISSOLVES A GALLSTONE!—Andy M. developed 
gallstones. When his illness became too troublesome to ignore, he 
went to a doctor, Urine tests revealed that he was chronically alka- 
line. His body was badly out of balance. Using this Witchcraft 
method to restore balance to the mind and body—in a short while, 
X-rays showed that he had no more gallstones! Andy never again 
suffered the excruciating pain of passing stones! 

In the same way, say Gavin and Yvonne Frost, almost all illness 
can be prevented. You are actually employing an ancient Witch- 
craft method to remove diseased tissue! Even if you do not have 
any belief in the results, the power will work for you! 

One woman, who had been in a wheelchair for 26 years, due to 
polio and arthritis, used the Witchcraft healing method, and re- 
ported that she had no pain and could walk and garden again! A 
man reported that his son's deep 3rd degree burns miraculously 
healed overnight! 

* SO SIMPLE A CHILD USES IT!—A 4-ycar-old girl asked if 
she could try to heal s man who was limping—due to a tom liga- 
ment—with this simple Witchcraft healing method. In a matter of 
momenjs, she started her chant, laying her hands on the weak 
ankle. man was miraculously cured! To skeptics, this should 
be convincing PROOF that anyone can use it! 


AMAZING POWER CAN BE YOURS! 


Whether you want infinite wealth, or just a comfortable new 
home, financial security, fine possessions, love, companionship, new 
health and vigor, power to control others, secret knowledge, pro- 
tection from evil, or anything else, the magic power of Witchcraft 
can bring it to you quickly, easily and automatically! It’s the casiest 


PROGRESS BOOKS, LTD. 
3200 Lawson Bivd., P.O. Box 903, Oceanside, N.Y. 11572 


wrist. Although descended from _a long line of mystics and 
scholars, and formerly a Vice-President and Director of 
Internationa! Operations for major aerospace companies, he 
prefers to be thought of as a humble teacher, 

Mrs. YYONNE FROST, A.A., D.D., with her husband 
Gavin Frost, devotes her time to giving private instruction 
and publishing Survival, the newsletter of the Church of 
Wicca, of which she is a Bishop, 

Articles by or about Gavin and Yvonne Frost have a 

red in such national publications as Midnight and the 

‘ational Enquirer, 


FREE.. . The Witches Protection Amulet 
For Just Examining The Witch Book . . . 


When you receive your copy of THE 
MAGIC POWER OF WITCH- 
CRAFT, we will send you the witches 
protection pentagon medallion’ (See p. 
+6) that will protect you from evil. 

ether you keep the book or not, this 
handsome, powerful amulet is yours as 
a gift. So send in this no-risk coupon 


right now! 3% inch dis, 


Witch uses ancient methods to make time stand still or to run it 
backward or forward! To make your face look young or old at 
will, all you need is some morning dew, and the instructions on 
page 27. You can fly through time and space, on astral wings, go 
anywhere, do anything, with the simple method on puge 126. You 
can visit a friend, look in on an acquaintance and see what he is 
doing—even appear in someone's dreams, and convince that person 
to do whatever you wish! 

* SECRETS OF SILENT PERSUASION!—There is a, magic 
handshake that Witches often use, revealed on page 62. With this 
secret, you can implant a thought in someone's mind! You can use 
this Witchcraft power to dominate others! Control your boss! Make 
someone love you! Leave your enemies groveling in the dust! There 
is even a gazing technique Witches use on page 45, for identical 
thoughts. With this secret, you can read your friend's mind and 
share his or her identical thoughts! 


SEND TODAY FOR YOUR NO-RISK COPY! 


Witchcraft can make you rich, even in a ghetto! You should 
never have to worry about the rent, or where the next dollar is 
coming from, never have to apologize to a boss! No matter how 
poor you are now, THE MAGIC POWER OF WITCHCRAFT 
can bring you a life filled tothe brim with pleasure, wealth, and 
all the glittering luxuries of the world! To get your copy of this 
amazing Witch Book, simply fill out and mail the no-risk coupon! 


———-— MAIL NO RISK COUPON TODAY! ~——— 


PROGRESS BOOKS, LTD., Dept. W1735 
3200 Lawson Bivd., P.0, Box 803, Oceanside, N.Y. 11572 


Gentlemen: Please rush me a copy of THE MAGIC 
POWER OF WITCHCRAFT, by Gavin and Yvonne Frost! 
1 enclose $11.95 plus $2 Rae and handling. I pen 
examine this book for a full 30 days entirely at your ris! 
or purchase price back and whatever I decide the FREE 
Adpulet is mine! 

D Check here if you wish your order sent C.0.D. Enclose 
only $1 good-will deposit now. Pay postman balance, plus 


—--—-—--——--—-—----- 
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N.Y. res, please add appropriate sales tax, 
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SYNOMETRICS...an Olympic Champion’s Discovery! 


Turn Bell 


y Fat into a 
k-Hard Lean Stomach 


with the amazing Speed Shaper 
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“I'm over 50 and | thought my fat and 
flab was with me for life...SYNO- 
METRICS “burned” it off in only 7 
days. In fact results came so fast | 
had to cut my daily 7 minute workout 


to 5 minutes to slow down the slim- 
ming process, It's the most amazing 
method I've ever tried... and I've tried 
just about every gadget and gimmick 
I've seen in magazines and TV.” 


IN JUST 7 SHORT MINUTES A DAY with the “miracle” of 
SYNOMETRICS (scientific concept of ISOMETRIC + ISOTONIC) 
...the fantastic new discovery for speed shaping away ugly, 


embarrassing fat and flab.. 
lean, trim, handsome body! 


IKE BERGER explains 
SYNOMETRICS™...the new 
EASY speed method for figure 
beauty 


What is SYNOMETRICS? You've prob- 
ably heard about the Isotonic and |so- 
metric principle of body dynamics for 
years. Each method has its own be- 
lievers and supporters. | used BOTH 
methods in my daily training. Finally, | 
developed a special exercise unit that 
employed BOTH methods AT THE SAME 
TIME in one device. The effect was sim- 
ply amazing. | was able to keep in trim, 
slim shape in only a fraction of the time 
| previously needed! 


The Science of SYNOMETRICS 
| later learned the scientific reason for 
this amazing result. It's called SYNER- 


.to reveal a brand new rock-hard, 


GISM—meaning that when you combine 
two methods the result is greater than 
the both of them separately. | now called 
my new discovery SYNOMETRICS and 
developed a special exercise unit | call 
the SPEED SHAPER. And that's just what 
it is...a speed method to give you re- 
sults in minutes, NOT hours! Now... build 
yourself a ‘‘fantastic looking body” with 
the incredible SYNOMETRICS — the in- 
vention that works on the exciting new 
scientific concept of ISOTONIC + ISO- 
METRIC. 


What is the SPEED SHAPER? 
Ingeniously designed, in an amazingly 
compact slimming & shaping discovery. 
® No doorknobs needed e Adjust tension 
to your own needs, for any age ® Slip 
into pocket or purse (5 oz.)—fits any- 
where! 


Ike Berger Today. 
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Introducing IKE BERGER 
Olympic Champion 
Olympic Gold medal winner (U.S. team) 
weightlifting * World Champion (three 
times) * Pan American Games Cham- 
pion (twice) * National Champion (12 
times) * Elected to Hall of Fame. 


IRON CLAD 14 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


In just a few days you must actually begin 
to see measurable, real results...or your 
money back promptly and without any 
question. 


“No diet needed if daily caloric intake does not add 
to your present body weight. 


SEND TODAY! 
Complete kit only $9.95 


IMPROVEMENT PRODUCTS CORP., Dept. SS70A 
535 Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y. 10017 
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; If the SPEED SHAPER unit can really start | 
shaping me up in just days, and | mean I 

! ALL OVER (legs, thighs, hips, waist), | will | 

I keep it and use it... otherwise, | will want 
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full refund. Rush SPEED SHAPER to me. 
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enclose $9.95 (plus $1.00 for postage & l 

hdlg). NY residents add sales tax: NYC 8%, l 

I NYS 5%. Save $1.00! Order 2 and send i 
I $18.90. 
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WRESTLING'S BEST 


Three Great Magazines Bring You 36 Issues Of Wrestling Action And Excitement Every Year! 


fan ballot. 
Special Features In PWI: Each issue contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR centerfold, plus 
career biography, of one of wrestling’s biggest stars . . . Each issue’s 
“Press Conference”’ brings you a probing interview with one of 
wrestling’s top names . . . “Wrestling Enquirer’ brings you the up-to-the- 
minute news as of presstime . . . Award-winning columns from wrestling’s 
most respected staff of independent journalists . .. Comprehensive 
ratings, plus a special page of “Ratings Analysis”’ . . . 
All this and more—every month! 


THE LEADER IN WRESTLING JOURNALISM 
On Sale The Last Tuesday Of Every Month 


y 
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INSIDE WRESTLING eupisned montny) 


the most volatile topics and issues in professional wrestling today. 


mini-biography plus full-page pinup of a major mat star . . . All this and more—every month! 


THE MAGAZINE THAT RIPS THE LID OFF PRO WRESTLING 
On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 


THE WRESTLER (Published Monthly) 


up-to-date. The Wrestler has more full-length articles packed into every monthly issue than any 


Special Features In The Wrestler: “Correspondents Reports” provides eyewitness coverage 


every issue . . . “You Asked Us” allows your favorite wrestlers a chance to answer YOUR 
your favorite stars . . . All this and more—every month! 


THE MOST RESPECTED WRESTLING MAGAZINE FOR TWO GENERATIONS 
On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 
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Special Triple-Crown Offer: 12 Issues Of Pro Wrestling Illustrated plus 12 Issues Of Inside Wrestling plus 12 issues of The Wrestler—36 
action-packed magazines—for only $40, an incredible savings of $17 off the newsstand price! It’s like getting three subscriptions for the 
price of two! 


Please enter my combination subscription for 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 12 issues of Inside Wrestling, and 12 issues of The Wrestler— 
a total of 36 big magazines. | am enclosing $40 as payment in full. 


aos, 36 Magazines For Only $40! 


Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Name 
Address 
City State Zip 


(Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $55. U.S. funds only) Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue 


The magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans for two generations remains lively, informative, and 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED eeusishea montny) 


The acknowledged leader in wrestling journalism, Pro Wrestling Illustrated is packed with exciting 
stories and action photos. Each issue brings you all the latest news of the wrestling world, and the 
annual “Year-End Awards Issue” provides a unique and incisive view of the past 12 months, plus a 
chance for you to voice your opinions on the year’s top wrestlers and achievements, in our special 


“The magazine that rips the lid off pro wrestling” works hard and digs deep to uncover the behind- 
the-scenes stories you want to read. Each month, Inside Wrestling brings you exclusive coverage of 


Special Features In Inside Wrestling: The famous “Hotseat”’ interview, an exclusive discussion 
with one of wrestling’s top stars . . . “One on One,” in which two archrivals voice their hatred over 
the airwaves . . . Award-winning columns from the best wrestling writers in the world . . . “Where 
Are They Now?” updates the whereabouts of four top wrestlers . . . “Capsule Profile” provides a 


other wrestling magazine available anywhere. A member of the Victory Sports Series of magazines. 


of 


major matches coast to coast . . . “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down” tells you who in wrestling deserves 
praise and who deserves abuse . . . Each issue contains an exclusive “Q&A” interview with one 
of your favorite wrestlers . . . A special “Introducing” feature highlights an up-and-coming mat star 


questions . . . “Beyond The Squared Circle,” a bimonthly feature, offers exclusive candid photos of 


